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II being intended that à Second Edition of  _ WY 
8 An Enquiry into the Evidence of the Chri- 
ian Religion ſhould be publiſb d, I thought it 
, proper juſt to mention to the Reader that 1 have 
i made ſome few Additions to it. | 
] Particularly, I have added to, and ſtrength.- 
| ened my Arguments, that the Syſtem of the Uni. , 
verſe did not always exiſt, but muſt have had a 2 
Cauſe of its Exiflence external and antecedent to 
it. And I have been more full and clear in my | 
Proof of the Attributes of that Being who ex- 
i/ts without Cauſe, and is the Author of the Ex- 
eflence of this Syſtem. RE 
And as I have been fuller and clearer in the 
Proof of the Attributes of the Deity, ſo have I 
in that natural Religion, or Means to Happineſs, 
| which is founded on them; and I will preſume 
| 70 ſay, that the natural Religion which J ad. 
| From , demonſtrattively follows from the Attri- 
utes. 

I have in one Point gone higher than ] did be- 
fore, and as I had proved that if the Author of | 
Mans Exiftence was a wiſe, good, and powerful =_ 
Being, Man muſt be made capable of obtaining TD 

= Happi- 


* 


Sod 


ee 


* 


—— 


— 


— — 2 


of Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Power, that his Hap- 
puneſs ſhall be everlaſting, and that he wwho by 


2 


fo IT now prove from the Attributes 


2 right Uſe of his Powers ſhall obtain Happineſs; 
will enjoy it to all Eternity. | 

I have. been more particular in an Enquiry 
whether it was ſuitable to the Attributes of God 


for him to reveal himſelf, becauſe it has been late- 


ly advanced by a very confiderable Writer, that 
the Law, Rule, or Religion, given fo all Men, 
2s à4 Perfect Law, Rule, or Religion, and can 
have nothing added to it; from whence it will 
ollow, (though this Gentleman does not exprejly 
ay ſo much) that God cannot at all reveal him- 
elf; and upon ſearching this Point, I till find 
that it is very ſuitable to the Attributes of God 


for him to reveal himſelf; and that the Law, 
Rule, or Religion given to all Men, is a very im- 


perfect Law, Rule, or Religion, and may have 
Something added to it. ee. | 

1 have not yet found Reaſon to retract any 
Thing which I before advanced; ſtill continue to 
aſſert there is no Proof of a God a priori; and 
am ready to make good that Aſſerti on. 

1 have only to add, my fincereWiſhes, that, if 
T have delivered any Thing contrary to the Truth, 


it may not be received, | 
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Propoſition which expreſſes 
the Exiſtence, Nature, Re- 
lations, Powers, &c. of Be- 
ings, or Things, or Facts; 
that is, which expreſſes 
Things as they are, is calbd Truth. 
II. Evidence is the Ground of the Mind's Aſ- 
ſent to Truth, or the Means or Medium by 


which Truth is convey d to the Mind. There 
is, 


x. Evidence of Senſe; or our own Senſes, are 


Evidence to us of certain Facts. 
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EFINITIONS 


2. There is Demonſtration; or we can by our 
own Powers find Connections betwixt Truths, 
and from Things known, diſcover others un- 
known. 5 . | 
3. There is Moral Proof; or the Teſtimony | * 
of Perſons concerning the Evidence of their | 
__ and an Appearance of Circumſtances and | 

_ 1 
Ille The higheſt Degree of this laſt kind of 
Evidence is call'd Moral Certainty. þ 
IV. A lower Degree of it is call'd Probabi- | 
lity. 5 os, | | ; | 
V. An Aſſent to Propoſitions, of which we | o 
have not Evidence of Senſe, nor can demonſtrate, | 
is call'd Belief, or Opinion. | I 
VI. When our Belief or Opinion concerning 
the Exiſtence, Nature, or Relations of Beings, or | tl 
Things, or Facts, agrees with the Exiſtence, Na- | P 
= ture, Relations of Beings or Things, or Facts, 

| and the Mind takes Things to be what they Þ 

really are, then we are gal to have a true, or 

„ right Opinion or Belief concerning thoſe Things. 

| VII. When our Belief or Opinion concerning | 

| the Exiſtence, Nature, Relations of Beings, or is 

Things, or Facts, does not agree with the Exiſt- | b 

| ence, Nature, Relations of Beings or Things, or | | 

Facts, but rhe Mind takes Things to be what | pi 

they really are not, then the Mind has a falſe ſu 

Opinion or Belief concerning thoſe Things. i 
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| T . 
LEASURE and Pain need not, nor can 
properly be defined. 

Dx. I. Happineſs, is a Term for. collected 
Pleaſure, or a Sum Total of Pleaſure. 

II. Miſery, is a Term for collected Pain, or a 
Sum Toral of Pain. 

III. That Being may be call'd a happy Be- 
ng, who enjoys Pleaſure without Interruption 
of Pain. 5 1 
IV. That Being a miſerable Being, who ſuffers 
Pain without Enjoyment of Pleaſure. 

V. Every Being is in ſome Degree Happy, 
the Sum Total of whoſg Pleaſure exceeds his 
Pains. 5 — 

VI. Every Being is in ſome Degree Miſera- 
ble, the Sum Total of whoſe Pains exceeds his 
Pieaſores, | 

VIE Any Degree of Pleaſure to a Being, which 
procures to thar Being a greater Degree of Pain, 


is not to be reckon'd as part of his Happineſs, 
but Miſery. 4 


VIII. Any Degree of Pain to a Being, which 


procures to that Being a greater Degree of Plea- 


ſure, is not to be reckon'd as part of his Miſery, 
but Happineſs. _ 1 ä 

IX. Perfect Happineſs is the enjoying the 
higheſt Degree of Pleaſure that ſenſible Beings 
are capable of, without any Interruption of 
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PROPOSITIONS. 


SECT. III. 


RoP. I. O all ſenſible Beings Pleaſure is 


i — 


E ( 
II. If to all ſenſible Beings Pleaſure is prefer- 


able to Pain, then all ſuch Beings muſt will and 


deſire Pleaſure, and will an Avoidance of Pain. 
III. What ſenſible Beings muſt always prefer, 
will, and deſire, is moſt fit for them. | 


IV. What ſenſible Beings muſt always will 


contrary to, ſhun and ayoid, is' moſt unfit for 


them. | . 


V. Happineſs is then in its own Nature moſt 


fit for ſenſible Beings. 


VI. Miſery is in its own Nature moſt unfit 
for them. | | | Ts 

VII. If Happineſs is in its own Nature moſt 
fit for ſenſible Beings, and Miſery. in its own 
Nature moſt unfit for chem, then there are Fit- 
neſſes and Unfitnefles of Things ariſing from the 
Nature of ſenſible Beings antecedent to all Law 
and Appointment; and the Happineſs of ſenſi- 


ble Beings is a Fitneſs of Things, and the Mi- 


ſery of ſenſible Beings, an Unfitneſs of Things. 
VIII. And it farther follows, that if the Hap- 


pineſs of ſenſible Beings is a Fitneſs of Things, 


and the Miſery of ſenſible Beings an Unfitneſs of 
Things, that whateyer is a Means to the Hap- 
pineſs of ſenſible Beings, is likewiſe fitring, or fir, 


and that whatever is a Means to the Miſery of | 


lenſible Beings, is unfitting, or unfit. 
＋ | IX. That 
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PROPOSITIONS. - 


IX. That all thoſe Actions of ſenſible Beings | 
which tend to the Happineſs of ſenſible Beings, 
ate moſt fit. „ ws 
X. That all thoſe Actions of ſenſible Beings 
which tend to the Miſery of ſenſible Beings, are 
moſt unfit. 6 5 ä 
XI. That right or true Opinions concerning 
the Exiſtence, Nature, Relations, Powers of Be- 
ings, and Things, and Facts, and concerning the 190 
Tendency of our Actions, are fit. And. 
XII. That all falſe Opinions concerning the | 
Exiſtence, Nature, Relations, Powers of Beings 
and Things, and Facts, and the Tendency of our 
Actions, are unfit. . | 
XIII. That an Examination into the Evidence 
of the Exiſtence, Nature, Relations, Powers of 
Beings and Things, and Facts, and the Tendency | 
of our Actions, is fit. That F 1 
XIV. An Aſſent to Evidence is fit. | . 
XV. And a Diſſent from Evidence unfit. | 
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Dr. HAT Power of che Mind by which . 
it diſcovers the Exiſtence, Nature, Ml 
Relations, Powers, &c. of Beings, and Things, = 


and the Fitneſs, and Unfitneſs of Things from _ 
antecedent Knowledge ; that is, which finds .B 


- Truth 4 
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PROPOSITIONS. 


Frath from its Connexion with Truth ante- 


cedently known, or believed, is call'd Reon. 
As Reaſon .is that Power of the Mind by 


_ which it finds Truth, and the Fitnefs and Un- 


fitneſs of Things, it follows, that whatever is 
True or Fit, is alſo Rational, Reaſonable, or ac- 
cording to Reaſon. And that, 
1. Ir is reafonable that ſenſible Beings ſhould 
be happy. SEO 3 
2. That it is unreaſonable they ſhould be mi- 
ſerable. oy | 
3. That whatever is a Means to the Happi- 
neſs of ſenfible Beings is rational, or according 
to Reaſon. 
4. That whatever is a Means to the Miſery 
of ſuch Beings is Irrational, or contrary to Rea- 


8 5 

5. That all thoſe Actions of Beings which 
are Means co their Happineſs, are rational. 

6. That all thoſe Actions of Beings which 

are Means to their Miſery, are irrational, 

7. That whoeyer does not, as far as he has 

bility, ſearch our the Means to his Happineſs, 
is irrational. a 

8. That whoeyer does not make uſe of thoſe 
Means, when found, is irrational. 

9. That an Enquiry after Truth is rational. 

10. That an Aſſent to it is rational. 

11. That when a Propoſition is propoſed, 
which if true will affect our Happineſs in the 
higheſt Degree, it is highly irrational not to ex- 

amine whether it be true or not. 


12. That 
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PROPOSITIONS. 7 
12. That in Order to a rational Aſſent, it is 


rational to conſider what kind of Evidence Pro- 
 politions of that Nature are capable of. 


Thar is, in Order to an End, it is rational to 
conſider by what Means it is to be obtain'd, and 
as ſome Truths can be ſupported with Evidence 


of Senſe; or Demonſtration; others only by Te- 


ſtimony of Perſons, and an Appearance of Cir- 


cumſtances and Things; it muſt be proper to 


conſider what kind of proof Propoſitions of this 


Nature are capable of. 


13. That it is highly irrational to expect that 
Evidence of Propoſitions, which the Nature of 
ſuch Propoſitions will not admit. As thus, ſu 

ole the Queſtion was concerning Hiſtorical 
acts, pretended to be before our own Times; 
of theſe there can be no higher Evidence than 
Teſtimony of Perſons, and a Concurrence of Cir- 


cumſtances, and Things, and Events. Ir muſt be 


then highly irrational to expect other kind of 


Evidence of ſuch Propoſitions. 


14. That when Moral Proof or Probability 
is the only Evidence Propoſitions are capable of, 


this ought to determine the Aſſent to ſuch Pro- 


poſitions as truly as Demonſtration ought to 
determine the Aſſent to Propoſitions which can 
be demonſtrated. 


An Aſſent to Evidence, is an Aſſent accord- 
ing to Reaſon; and a Diſſent from Evidence 
a Diſſent contrary to Reaſon : And the Irra- 
tionality of the Diſſent conſiſts in diſſenting 


from Evidence, as ſuch, be that Evidence what 
it will, | | 
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HAT the Chriſtian Religion is a Divine 
Revelation, is a Propoſition, which if 

true will affect our Happineſs in the higheſt De- 
gree; it is then highly irrational not to conſi- 
der whether it be true or not. 5 | 
That if the Chriſtian Religion be true, the 
Happineſs of all thoſe to whom it is promul- 


ged, muſt conſiſt in believing this Religion and | 


obeying irs Precepts, is evident from the Nature 
of this Religion and its repeated Declarations ; 
it muſt be then highly irrational not to examine 
whether it be true or not. | | 
In order then to find whether the Chri- 
ſtian Religion be a Divine Revelation, we will 


go to the very Bottom of Things; and firſt 
ſee what is our Evidence of a God: And be- ; 


fore we examine whether a certain ſuppoſed 
Being has reveal'd himſelf, we will conſider 
whether we have Reaſon to believe, that there 
is really ſuch a Being. 4 


5 | Euquir) into, &c. 9 


er. 


Frgqury the 1ſt, hat is our Evidence 


of a Grd? 


N the firſt Place then we find the Mind 


empty. and void, without any innate Ideas 


cw 


of ſuch a Being, or any Notion of a God, till 


it aſcends to it by that which is the Baſis of all 
Knowledge, Idcas of Senſation. 

And as there are no innate Ideas of a God, 
fo likewiſe we can have no Proof of ſuch 1 Be- 
ing 4 priori; and if there is really ſuch a Be- 
ing, we can only come to a Knowledge of his 
Exiſtence, from a Conſideration of the Exiſtence 
ot-Fnings. 

We then perceive and feel that certain Things 
do exiſt, which Things we find mult exiſt either 
with, or without a Cauſe. If they exiſt without 
a Cauſe, then it follows that they muſt have 
exiſted eternally, ic being certain that nothing 
can have a Beginning without a Cauſe. If they 

exiſt with a Cauſe, then we muſt conſider, hat 
can be the Cauſe of their Exiſtence. | 
The Queſtion then is, wherher we have Rea- 
{on to think, that the Things which we fee and 
perceive do exiſt, exiſted eternally without a 
Cauſe, or whether there is a Cauſe of their Ex- 
iſtence? The moſt likely Method to obtain Sa- 
tisfaction in this Point, is to conſider the Things 
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. which do exiſt, and what we know of the Man- 
. ner of their Exiſtence. | | b 
d; And here we find certain Chains of Cauſes ; 


; and Effects, and many Parts of, this Syſtem 3 
owing their Exiſtence to an antecedent Cauſe, | 
_ conſequently, we cannot with Reaſon aſſert that 7 
|; the whole Syſtem exiſts without Cauſe. - 

As thus, if we take any Species of Beings, | 
we fay juſtly, that no one individual of that 3 
Species ever exiſted without a Cauſe, then we ; 
cannot ſay, that the whole Species compoſed of 4 
thoſe Individuals, exiſted without a Cauſe. If e- : 
very Link in a certain Chain has a Cauſe, then : 
mult the whole Chain have a Cauſe. I | 

If it is replicd, that though every Link in a 
Chain, every individual of a Species muſt have a 
Cauſe; yet that the Cauſe is only in the Chain : 
itfelf, in the Species, and that a Succeſſion of N 
ſuch Individuals is infinite, and conſequently, ; 
without Cauſe. I anſwer, a Succeſſion which E 
depends on ſomething external to the Succeſl= | 
ſion for its Continuance, which is the Caſe ; 
of all the Succeſſions in this Syſtem, muſt have 
a Cauſe external and antecedent to it. 

For, wharever has been always, and without 
Cauſe, muſt be always; and there cannot be a 
Cauſe of the ceaſing to be, of that, which had 
no Beginning, nor Cauſe. And, if a Succeſſion 
of Bcings, ſuppoſe Men, has been always, and 
without . Cauſe, there can be no Cauſe of the 
ceaſing to be of a Succeſſion of Men. 
| But a Succeſſion of Men is liable to ceaſe 

from ſeveral Cauſes. It may ceaſe by outward 
| Accidents; 
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Evidence of a G 0D. D 
Accidents; and it is poſſible that thoſe Things 
which have often been partially deſtructive 
to Mankind, may become univerlally ſo, and 
the whole Species deſtroy'd by them. 

It may ceaſe from a Want of the Support 
and Aſſiſtance of other Beings and Things; and 
Mankind be extin& from a Want of Suſte- 
nance. 2 
A Succeſſion of Beings then, which is de- 
pendent on ſomething external to the Succeſ- 
ſion for its Continuance, may quite ceaſe; and 
if it may quite ceaſe, then it could not exiſt 
without Cauſe; there being no Cauſe of rhe 


ceaſing to be of that, which has no Cauſe o 


ts Exiſtence. 


2. A Succeſſion of Beings, each of which 


cannot exiſt but in Pain, without the Support 
and Aſſiſtance of ſomething external to the Suc- 
ceſſion, (which is the Caſe of all the Succeſ- 
tions in this Syſtem) muſt have a Cauſe exter- 
nal, and antecedent to ir. 

If there is Pain in an individual of a Succeſ- 
ſion, there is Cauſe of that Pain; otherwile, 
there would be a Beginning, without a Cauſe. 
The Cauſe of Pain in ſuch Individual, muſt be 
in the Succeſſion, or not in it. But there can- 
not be a Cauſe of Pain in that which exiſts 


without Cauſe. Conſequently, a Succeſſion of 


Beings, each of which cannot exiſt but in Pain 


without the Support and Aſſiſtanee of ſome- 


thing external to the Succeſſion, could not ex- 


iſt without Cauſe; which Cauſe muſt be ex- 


ternal, and antecedent it. 
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12 Enquiry into the 

2, If Beings cannot exiſt but in Pain, with- 
out the Support and Afiſtance of other Beings 
or Things; then there is a Fitneſs in the Parts 
of {uch Beings, to ſuffer Pain without {ſuch 
Support and Aſſiſtance, and a Fitneſs to receive 
Pleaſure from it; and a Fitneſs in theſe other 
Beings, and Things, to give Pleaſure. But ſuch 
a Fitneſs of Parts to certain Ends, and a Fitneſs 
of different Beings, and Succeſſions of Beings 
to cach other; and all theſe Fitneſſes concur- 
ring to one grand Uſe, or End, which is the 
Preſervation of the whole, muſt have a Cauſe 
external, and antecedent to them. 

4. There is through all inanimate Nature a 
Fitneſs of certain Things to others, and a De- 
pendency of ſome Parts of this Syſtem on o- 
ther Parts of it. Particularly, all Vegetables de- 


pend on ſomething external to themſelves, and 


even Species, for being what they are, and for 
their continuing to exiſt. And there is a Fit- 
neſs in rhe inanimate Part of Nature to give 


Pleaſure, or preſerve Exiſtence in the animate, 


for which it ſeems alone to exiſt. And the 
whole Syſtem of Beings, and Things, is as one 
grand Machine compoſed of a valt Variety of 
Parts, cach Part depending on other Parts, and 
alt concurring to certain Uſes, or Ends, which 
is the Preſervation or Happineſs of the whole. 
Such a Variety of Fitneſſes then in order to the 
Pteſervation, or Happineſs of a whole Syſtem 
of Beings, muſt have a Cauſe external, and an- 
tecedent to them. | 
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Evidence of a God. 13 


If a material Syſtem is compoſed of Parts 
that are changeable, there muſt muſt be a Cauſe 
exterral, and antecedent, to all the Changes in 
ſuch a Syltem. _ 

Wherever there is a Change, there is a Cauſe 
of that Change; otherwiſe, there would be a 


Beginning, 

Now the Cauſe of Change in a material Syſtem, 
muſt be in the Materials of the Syſtem, or not in 
the Materials of the Syſtem. If it is in the Ma- 


terials of the Syſtem, then the Materials muſt ex- 


iſt antecedently to all the Changes in the Syſtem, 
and likewiſe, they muſt exiſt without Cauſe; (for, 
if the Materials had a Cauſe of their Exiſtence, 


then that Cauſe, would be the original Cauſe of | 


all the Changes in the Syſtem; and then, our 
Propoſition would be proved) bur, if the Ma- 
terials of the Syſtem exiſt without a Cauſe, th 
cannot poſhbly have a Cauſe of Change in 
them; for then there would be a Cauſe of 
Change in that which exiſts without Cauſe; 
there would be in that which has no Cauſe of 
its Exiſtence, a Cauſe of its not being, what it 
is, which is a Contradiction. 

And, if the Cauſe of Change in a material 
| Syſtem cannot be in the Syſtem, then ir fol- 


lows, that it muſt be diſtin& from, and antece- 


dent to, all the Changes in ſuch a Syſtem. 

6. There | is no Motion in a material Syſtem, 
which is not the Effect of ſomething antecedent 
to it, or that has not been cauſed. Now the 


Canſe of Motion in a material Syſtem, cannot 
be in the Syſtem, it being impoſſible for Matter 
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14 Enquiry into the 


ro begin Motion. Conſequently, there muſt be | 


a Cauſe of Motion in a material Syſtem, diſtinct 
from, and antecedent to the Syſtem. 

If it ſhould be ſaid, that Matter may begin 
Motion, (though I ſuppoſe very few will ven- 
ture to ſay this) then I prove, that Motion in a 
material Syſtem muſt have a Cauſe external, and 
antecedent to ir, the ſame Way that I prove all 


the Changes in a material Syſtem, muſt have a 


Cauſe external, and antecedent to rhem. 
7. From the Frame and Conſtitution of this 
Syſtem, it is evident, that it did not exiſt with- 
out Cauſe. 

A Syſtem that never had a Beginning, never 


can have an End, and if it has always exiſted, it 


muſt always exiſt; otherwiſe (as has been ob- 
ſerved) there would be a Cauſe of the Deſtru- 
ction of that which exiſts without Cauſe, and 
has always exiſted, which is impoſſible. But from 
the Nature and Conſtitution of Things, the 
* Decreaſe of Fluids in the Planets; and of 
Light and Bulk in the Syn, and fix'd Stars; 
and from the Reſiſtance that is made to the 
Motions of the heavenly Bodies, it is evident 
that this Syſtem cannot always exiſt; and if it 
cannot always exiſt, then neither has it always 
exiſted; that is, it did not exiſt without Caule. 
As for the Argument, that bad the World 

ed from all Eternity, as it now is; it is al- 

together impoſſible, but that Arts and Sciences 
Have been brought to a far greater Per- 
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Fection, than they have as yet attained; I take it 


to be inconcluſive, and ſo ſhall let it paſs; only 
pur thoſe who make Ule of it in Mind, that 
{ſuppoſing this Syſtem had laſted from all Eter- 
nity, no one Rea'on can be aſſign'd, why Arts 
and Sciences ſhould not be invented in this Age, 


or any other particular one, as well as a 1000, 


or 10000 Ages ago; and conſequently, no Ar- 
gument can be drawn from their being invented 


in this Age, or any other Age, to prove the 
World nor eternal. . 


* 


Bur if we can ſhew, as we certainly can, that 
the whole Appearance of Nature, agrees with 


this Syſtem's beginning to exiſt at a certain Time, 


we have from hence Evidence that it is not e- 


ternal. And if we have a Hiſtory that informs 


us, that this Syſtem did actually begin to ex- 
iſt at that Time; then our Argument againſt the 
Eternity of this Syſtem is eee 

We have then from the whole Appearance 
of Nature, and Hiſtory of the Creation, Evi- 
dence, that this Syſtem did not exiſt eternally, 
and conſequently, did not exiſt without Cauſe. 


If it is (aid, that though the Exiſtence of 
this Syſtem may be the Effect of a Cauſe; yer 


that nothing which I have offered gives us Rea- 
fon to believe, that the Matter of which ir is 
compounded, is not eternal: I anſwer, that this 


is a Point, which ar preſent does not at all con- 


cern my Enquiry; if there is a Being, who fra- 
med, and fitted up this Syſtem, and made Man 
in particular, a ſenſible, intelligent Being, capa- 
ble of Pleaſure and Pain, I have all that I want 


under 


. 


16 Enguiry zuto the 
under the preſent Argument. And the other 


Enquiry, may more properly be left to ſome 
future Opportunity. 


We have then full Evidence, and have proved | 


under ſeveral Particulars, that this Syſtem did 

not exiſt eternally, and conſequently did nor exiſt 

without Cauſe. Come we then to conſider, 
Secondly, Whar s mc Caulc of its Ex- 


iſtence. 


Now, as this Syſtem, which began to exiſt, 


muſt owe its Exiſtence to an antecedent Cauſe; 
fo likewiſe muſt that antecedent Cauſe, if it be- 
gan to exiſt, owe its Exiſtence to another ante- 
cedent Cauſe; and ſo muſt all Beings, and 
Things, till we aſcend to a Being, who never 
began to cxiſt; which Being, who never began 
to exiſt, can have nothing antecedent to it, and 
conſequently, can have no Cauſe of its Ex- 
iſtence. 

As we are ſure then that he material World 
does exiſt, and that it does not exiſt without 
Cauſe; but owes its Exiſtence to ſomething an- 
tecedent to it; we are ſure likewiſe, that if that 
to which it owes its Exiſtence, does not exiſt 
without Cauſe; yet that it derives its Exiſtence 
from ſomething which does, and that the Being 
to whom this Syſtem owes its Exiſtence, is a 
Being who exiſts abſolutely without Cauſe, and 
is eternal. 

And having faid thus much, and chat the 
Being, who is the Fountain of Exiſtence to o- 
ther Beings and Things, is a Being who ys 


abſolutely without Cauſe, and is eternal, 
. 
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have ſaid all that is proper upon this Head, 
having no Ideas which can lead us to a Know- 
ledge of the Manner of his Exiſtence. And as 
our Knowledge of ſuch a Being, wholly ariſes 
from a Conſideration of the Exiſtence of Things, 
we can have no Knowledge of him farther than the 
Exiflence of Things will lead us. But Things 
which exiſt with a Cauſe, will not lead us to a 
Knowledge of the Manner of Exiſtence of a Be- 
ing, who exiſts abſolutely without Cauſe, and is 
eternal. | | 

Neither will they lead us to a Knowledge of 
the Subſtance of this Being; there being no 
Connexion between the Subſtance of a Being, 
and his Works. In theſe Particulars then is our 
Enquiry to ſtop. 


Bur though che Things which do exiſt, will 


not lead us to a Knowledge of the Manner of 


Exiſtence, nor to the Subſtance of a Being, who 
exiſts abſolutely without Cauſe, and is eternal; 
yet they will lead us to ſeveral of his Attributes, 


and from an Effect we can juſtly argue to its 


Cauſe; and we may find certain Attributes con- 
nected with others. Thus | 
Secondly, We can prove that the Being who 


framed, and firted up this Syſtem, is an intelli- 


gent Being. | | 

When we ſee a Machine compoſed of a vaſt 
Variety of Parts, which regularly, and conſtant- 
ly do diſtin& Offices, and all concur to one 
grand Uſe, or End, we pronounce it to be. the 
Effect of Intelligence; having obſerved like Ef- 
fects to be owing to Intelligence, and not knovr- 
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18 Enquiry into the 

ing any other Cauſe that is capable of producing 
them. When then we fee the grand Machine 
of the Univerſe compoſed of a vaſt Variety of 
Parts, all ſuited, and fitted to each other, and 
each Part regularly, and conſtantly doing di- 
ſtint Offices, in order to the Preſervation of the 
whole, if we pronounce not this to be the Ef- 
fect of Intelligence, we are inconſiſtent with our- 
felves, and with conſtant Experience; we judge 
differently in this Caſe, from what we would 
do in all others of a like Nature. 

We have then Reaſon to believe the Univerſe 
the Effect of Intelligence, or have no Reaſon to 
believe any Machine, that we did not ſee the 
forming of, the Effect of Intelligence. 5 

gain, not only the Nature of Things which 
do exiſt, and the Manner of their Exiſtence, 
lead us to an intelligent Cauſe; but likewiſe, In- 
telligence being in this Syſtem, it is from thence 
evident, that the Cauſe of this Syſtem is an in- 
telligent Being. 

It is impoſſible for a Being to give a Per- 
fection which he poſſeſſes not himſelf; for then 
there would be an Effect without a Cauſe, or a 
Beginning without a Cauſe, which is impoſſi- 
ble. And to aflert that an unintelligent Being 
can give Intelligence, is to aſſert that there may 
be an Effect without a Cauſe. | 

III. We find that the Being, who framed and 
fitted up this Syſtem, and gave it its preſent Form 
and Appearance, muſt be a Being of great 
Power. 
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We are ſure that the Power of this Being 
muſt be equal to the Effects of it; that is, that 
he muſt be capable of making and ſuſtaining a 
World, becauſe in Fact he has done it: We are 
ſure likewiſe, that his Power muſt be unlimited 
by any Being which derives its Exiſtence from 
him; that none of his own Creatures can ſuc- 


ceſsfully reſiſt his Power; for then he would 


give a Perfection which he poſſeſt not himſelf; 


there would be an Effect without a Cauſe, or a 


Beginning without a Cauſe, which is impoſſible. 
And this is full enough for us ar preſent, under 
a general Conſideration of his Power. 
IV. The Being who framed, and fitted up this 
Syſtem, muſt be a wiſe Being. 
Wiſdom lays down the beſt End, and pur- 
ſues it by the beſt Means; that is, by Means 


moſt effectual to the propoſed End. 


The beſt End that any Being can propoſe is 
the Happineſs of Beings. | | 
If chen ſenſible Beings are capable of Happi- 
neſs, if Exiſtence is better than Non-Exiſtence 
to them, (and our Deſire after a Continuance 


of Exiſtence, is Conviction to us, that it is) 
then the ſupreme Being, when he determin'd 


ro make ſuch Beings, laid down the beſt End. 
That he makes Uſe of Means moſt effectual 
to this End, and to the Preſervation of all kinds 
of Beings, not only their continuing to exiſt is 
Evidence; but likewiſe theſe Means are every 
where viſible. | 
Thus we find Inſtincts, or Deſires in all Be- 


ings, which puſh them on to preſerve Exiſtence. 
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20 Enquiry imo the 
Different Beings are wonderfully framed, and 
conſtituted, and fitted to each other, as has 
been obſerved, in order to the Continuance of 
Exiſtence, and all Things concur to the Preſer- 
vation of the Syſtem. . 

If any then ſhould doubt the Wiſdom of the 
End; that is, whether Exiſtence is better than 
Non-Exiſtence to ſenſible Beings; they muſt wait 


for farther Evidence, which will appear in due 


Time. But the Wiſdom of the Means, in or- 
der to the Continuance of Exiſtence, cannot be 
queſtion'd, they being, through all Nature moſt 
conſpicuous. 

V. The Being who exiſts without Cauſe, muſt 


be an independent Being. 


Independency is included in exiſting without 
Cauſe, and as a Being who exiſts without Cauſe, 
derives nothing from another; ſo can nothing be 
taken from him by any other. There can be 
no Cauſe of the Deſtruction of that, which has 
no Cauſe of its Exiſtence. And a Being who 


derives nothing from another, and can have no- 


thing taken from him by any other, is an inde- 
pendent Being. | 

VI. The independent Being, who exiſts with- 
out Cauſe, muſt be unchangeable; that is, he 
muſt always exiſt with the ſame Powers, At- 
tributes and Qualities, and conſequently muſt 
always act by the ſame Motives and Rea- 
{ons, | 

f a Being with certain Powers, Attributes, 
and Qualities, has no Cauſe of irs Exiſtence, 


| then 
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1 Evidence of a Gov. 21 
then theſe Powers, Attributes, and Qualities 
have no Caule. 2 | 
If Powers, Attributes, and Qualities in a Be- 
ing have no Cauſe, they can never ceaſe to be 
in that Being; for then there would be a Cauſe 
of the Ceaſing to be of that which never had a 
Beginning, which is impoſſible. 
ö Again, wherever there is a Change, there is 
| a Caule of that Change; otherwiſe, there would 
be a Beginning without a Cauſe. ” 
* _ The Cauſe of Change in a Being, muſt be 
* either external, or internal. — 
But there can- be no external Cauſe of 
Change in an independent Being, who exiſts 
| without Cauſe; for then he would be a depen- 
dent Being, dependent on other Beings or Thin 
for Powers, Attributes, and Qualities, which 
| had no Cauſe; which is a Contradiction. 
And for a Being, who exiſts without Cauſe, 
do have in himſelf a Cauſe of Change; that is, 
4a Cauſe of not being what he is, is likewiſe a 
Contradiction. 5 
| It follows then, that a Being who exiſts with- 
out Cauſe, muſt always exiſt with the ſame 
Powers, Attributes and Qualities. And if a 
Being muſt always exiſt with. the ſame Powers, 
Attributes and Qualities, rhen muſt he always 
act by the ſame Motives and Reaſons, and be 
an unchangeable Being. 
VI. The intelligent, independent Being, who 
} cxiſts without Cauſe, and is Author of this Sy- 
| ſtem, muſt be perfectly happy. 
There is no Pain without Cauſe. 15 
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22 Enquiry into the | 

The Cauſe of Pain in a Being, mult be either 
external, or internal. 

Ircannot be external to an independent Be- 
| ing; for then he would be a dependent Being, 
bt dependent on other Beings, or Things for his 


r 
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ö Happineſs. 25 
ö | A Being who exiſts without Cauſe, cannot 
; | have a Cauſe of Pain in himſelf. | ; 
i Then it follows, that an intelligent, indepen- |# 


Ss 


dent Being, cannot ſuffer Pain. N 

2. An intelligent, independent Being, is not 
only uncapable of ſuffering Pain, but likewiſe | 
he muſt enjoy Pleaſure, or, be a happy Being. 
| A Being who communicates Pleaſure to o- 
l' ther Beings, muſt enjoy Pleaſure himſelf; other- 
5 wiſe, he would give a Perfection, which he 
| poſſeſt not; there would be an Effect without a 


rs 
bag tb» 
» 


[ 
: 8 Caule, or a Beginning without a Cauſe, which 
bv impoſſible. _ 1 : 
= | Again, A Conſciouſneſs of poſſeſſing Powers, ( 
| capable of being exerted to certain Ends, and ' 
| a real exerting of them to thoſe Ends, muſt give 2 
1 great Pleaſure to the Being who poſſeſſes, and 0 
| exerts theſe Powers. And the greater the Pow- 1 
| ers, and the more certain their Effects, the Þ 2 
0 greater is the Pleaſure to the Poſſeſſor of t 
| Power then of making, and ſuſtaining of 
a | 2 World; of forming Beings, and Things, and | i 
 _ - ſuiting of them to each other, in order to te 
1 Preſervation or Happineſs of the whole; and the t 
pi real Exerciſe of this Power, muſt give great n 
; - Pleaſure to the Being who poſſeſſes it. 


Further, 
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Further, The intelligent, independent Being, 
who exiſts without Cauſe, mult nor only be a 
happy Being; that is, enjoy Pleaſure without 
any Interruption of Pain; but he muſt likewiſe 
be perfectly happy; that is, he muſt enjoy the 
higheſt Degree of Pleaſure, thar any Being is 
capable of. 

As he is the Fountain of Pleaſure to other 
Beings ; that is, of all that rational Pleaſure 
which does not produce Pain, he muſt himſelf 
enjoy the higheſt Degree of it; otherwiſe he 
would give more than he poſleſt, there would 
be an Effect without a Cauſe. 

Again, As the Powers of a Creator vaſtly 
exceed the Powers of his Creatures, ſo muſt his 
Pleaſure from a Conſciouſneſs of ſuch Powers, 
and from the real Exerciſe of them, vaſtly ex- 
ceed any Pleaſure which they can have from a 
Conſciouſneſs, or Exerciſe of their Powers. 

Further, There is great Pleaſure in communi- 
cating Pleaſure, in a Conſciouſneſs of beſtowing 
that on Beings, which they always muſt prefer, 
and chuſe; a wg. then who communicates to 
other Beings all that true Pleaſure, or Happi- 
neſs which they poſſeſs, muſt have Pleaſure from 
a Communication of Happineſs, which no crea- 
ted Being can be capable of. 

Laſtiy, As the ſupreme Being is an independent 
Being, he has Pleaſure which no dependent Be- 
ing is, or can be capable of. 

He muſt have great Pleaſure from reflecting, 


chat whatever he has, it is underived, held of 


none, nor can poſſibly be taken from him; _ 
WE 0 


Be 


7 
— 


— 


r 
Wn 


4 Io Reins, 


E 


— 


— 
n 


— 


—— — 
* 


N 


. 


* 3 
9 
. 5 2 


2 


3 
n 


. 
* 
N 
* 
6 


-- 
_ 
oe on 


AGE 6. 
. 
Wy ng — 


We 3 


* 4 


rw 
E 


— 


2 


a” oF 


OT 


„ 


Fg 


— ot" LA 6 4 


24 Enquiry into the 
he is ſelf-ſufficient, and his Felicity everlaſt- 
ing. | | 

III. The perfectly happy, independent Be- 
ing who exiſts without Cauſe, muſt be a good 

ing. 1 

* good Being is one who always wills the 
Happineſs of Beings, and promotes it as far as 
he has Power. 

Now a happy, independent Being, muſt will 
Happineſs to other Beings. 

Firſt, Becauſe Pleaſure is in itſelf a Motive to 
the Will. All Beings muſt prefer Pleaſure to 

ain. They mult prefer it as ſuch, wherever 
it is, and in other Beings, as well as in them- 
ſelves. 


Wbat they muſt prefer, they muſt will, when 


there is not a Motive to the contrary. 

But a perfectly happy, independent Being, 
can have no Motive to will the contrary; that 
is, to will Pain, as ſuch. Motives to will Pain, 


ariſe in weak, dependent Beings, liable to Inju- 


ries and Want, from a Senſe or Dread of Pain; 
but a happy, independent Being, can neither 
fear, nor ſuffer, conſequently, can have no Mo- 
tive to will Pain as ſuch. And if a Being can 
have no Motive to will Pain as ſuch, and has 
always Motives to will Pleaſure; that is, Happi- 
neſs, then he muſt always will Happinels. 
Again, the perfect Happineſs which a Being 
himſelf enjoys, is a Motive to him to will Hap- 
pineſs ro other Beings; and a Being always 


pleaſed and happy, always wills Happineſs. * 
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; Further, as the ſupreme Being is 4 Creator, * 
be muſt always will Happineſs to his Creatures, : 
be muſt will chem that which they muſt at - 
| ways ptefer; otherwiſe he would will in op. | 
| poſition to himſelf, he would will the Impers 
fection of his own Works, which is impoſſhs : 
| _ bl” "IEEE 8 
, It is abundantly evident then, that the fir 
| preme Being muſt always will Happineſs to o- | 
ther Bcings. 1 705 ” We 9 
And, as he muſt always will the Happifiefs o 
g Beings, fo muſt he always a& agreeably to his 
Will, and protnote their Happineſs as far as he 
has Power, © 5 2 ' 
l Dependent Beings ſubject to Pain, may often i 
| be turn'd aſide from executing that which the - 
| Will; by a Dread of Danger, or Confequerices, * 
but a happy, independent Being has nothing to ; 
fiffer or fear; conſequently, can be by nothing 1 
turn d aſide from executing that which he Wills 
when he has Power to do it. e 
It is evident then, that the happy, indepens = 
dent Being who is the Author of this Syſterth, is - 
a good Being; one who always wills Happineſs - 
to other Beings, and promotes it as far as he hag = 
Power. | = 
It follows, rhat his End in Creation was to Ml 
communicate Happineſs; and that Whatever = 
| Pleafure he might himſelf take in the Perfot- 7 
mance, he could have none in Oppoſition to the | 14 
| Happineſs of his Creatures; for then (as he 2E f 
ways muſt will their Happineſs) he would will .. 
in Oppoſition to himſelf, which is impoſſibſe. 
) | 1 8 E | We 7 
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26 | Enquiry mto the 
We find then, the Attribute of Goodneſs, in 


the Author of this Syſtem, connected with his 


Happineſs; and particularly we find, that his 
End in making ſenſible Beings, was to commu- 
nicate Happineſs to them. | 

But Secondly, We not only find the Attribute 
of Goodneſs in the Author of this Syſtem con- 
netted with his Happineſs, but we like wiſe find 
in Fact that he is a good Being, and can prove 
it directly a poſteriori, from his Works. 

Whatever tends to our Preſervation, is fra- 
med, conſtituted, and fitted to give us Pleaſure. 
What tends to our Deſtruction, is framed, 
conſtituted, and fitted to give us Pain. 

As Things good for us grow hurtful when u- 


ſed immoderately, Pain is annex'd to the immo- 


derate Uſe of them in order to ſtop us from the 


Evil; here is Wiſdom and Goodnels. 

Again, as he has made us capable of contri- 
buting to the Happineſs or Miſery of thoſe of 
our own Species, ſo has he annex'd Pleaſure to 
a Conſciouſneſs of deſigning, or promoting of 
their Happineſs; Pain, to a Conſciouſneſs of 


deſigning, or promoting of their Miſery; and 


from hence we have Demonſtration, that he is a 


good Being. 8 


No Man makes happy, but he ſecretly ap- 


plauds the Action; no Man makes miſerable, 
but he ſecretly condemns himſelf. No Man de- 
ſigns Ill, and ſtands unreproach'd by himſelf; 
no Man deſigns Good, that has not Pleaſure, e- 
yen from that Intention. No Man voluntarily 
inflicts Miſery, but to gratify ſome * or 
ep ti, Deſire, 
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Deſire, which ſcem'd to ſtand in oppoſition to 
the Happineſs of others; and no Man bur ſuf- 


fers Remorſe and Anguiſh, when the Gratifica- 
tion, which excited the evil Action, ceaſes. Nay, 


no Man ſo much as ſees the Miſerable without 
feeling Pain, unleſs ſome particular Diſpleaſure 
has been conceiv'd againſt the Sufferer, on Ac- 
count of ſuppoſed Injury to ourſelves, or o- 
thers. 

From hence alone then, from God's annexing 
Happineſs to a Conſciouſneſs of deſigning and 
promoting the Happineſs of others, and Pain to 
a Conſciouſneſs of deſigning or promoting their 
Miſery; and from that Pity, which is naturally 
in all Men, we have Demonſtration that God is 
a good Being. | 


And now having proved, that God is a good 


Being, our Argument is compleat, that he is 


a wile Being, and that when he made ſenſible 
Beings, he laid down the beſt End, which was, 
their Happineſs. 5 

IX. As God is a good Being; that is, as he 
wills and promotes the Happineſs of all Beings, 
ſo far as he has Power, ſo is he a Being, who 
in all his Actings with ſenſible Beings, acts ac- 
cording to Reaſon and a Fitneſs of Things; 
that is, he really promotes their Happineſs. 

Beings may will Happineſs to other Beings, 


and promote it as far as they have Power, and 


yet fall very ſhort of their End; of which we 
ourſelves are {ad Inſtances. They may want A- 


bility to diſcern, or Power to execute that 


which is beſt, and moſt for the Happineſs of 
2 Beings, 
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28 Enquiry into the 

Beings. But in neither of theſe Cafes can the 
ſupreme Being be defective, he always muſt know 
1 the Fitneſs and Unfitneſs of Things; what tends 


And as he muſt know w end 
would be better than Non-Exiſtence to ſenſible 
Beings; and alſo. the beſt poſſible State of Ex- 
iſtence for all Ranks and Orders of Beings; ſo 
muſt he always know what is beſt for his Crea- 
tures in all Stages of their Exi 
ill tend to the Happineſs or Miſe 
tures. whom he has form'd. 
And as the ſupreme Being, who is the Author 
of this Syſtem, muſt ar all 
neſles and Unhrneſles of Things; what will con- 
tribute to the Happineſs or Miſery of his Crea- 
tures; ſo. muſt he always have Power to act a- 


ö It to the Happineſs, and what to the Miſery of 
his Creatures, and cannot poſſibly want Power 
it to act agrecably to his Will. | 
11 And Firſt, A Being who is Creator, who has 
Int. Wiſdom ſufficient to form a World and ſuit 
1 and fit all Beings and Things to each other in 
5 order to the Preſervation of the whole, and who 
wo bas fitted a Variety of Things to give Pleaſure to 
Ti his Creatures, muſt know whether Beings could 
= | mage capable of Happineſs; that is, Whether 
It Exiſtence would be better than Non-Exiſtence to 
1 them. And he alſo muſt know the beſt poſſi- 


ble State of Exiſtence for all Ranks and Orders 
ok Beings; that is, that State which would pro- 
duce the moſt Happineſs to the whole Crea- 
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ſon, and a Fitneſs of Things; thar is, really pro- 


greeably to theſe Fitneſſes; that is, to dc 
which will maſt contribute to their Happineſs. 

As he is an independent Being, his Powers 
2ndent, conſequently, cannot be limi- 
ted or reſtrain d by any Being whatſoever. 

As he is Creator, his Power cannot be limi- 
ted by his Creatures; thoſe whom he has form- 
ed cannot ſucceſsfully refift him. oi 

And if his Power cannot be reſtrain'd or li- 
mired by any Being whatſoever, he has Power ta 
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that 


act agrecably to the Fitneſſes of Things; that is, 
to do that which will moſt contribute to the 
Happineſs of Beings. 


always wills 


Creatures; a 


of Things 


; that is, he mu 
moſt for the Happineſs of ſuch Beings. 

And now having proved that the Being who 
exiſts without Cauſe, and who. is: che A 
- Univerſe, is an intelligent, powerful, wile, 


nt then, that as the ſupreme Being 
pineſs to other Beings, knows 
the Fitneſſes and Unfitneſſes of Things, what 
will contribute to the Happineſs or 

1d has Power to act agreeably to 
theſe Fitneſſes, that is, to really pr 
Happineſs; he muſt in all his Actings with ſuch 
Beings, 


y of his 


omote their 


according to: Reaſon, and a Fitne(s 


do. that: which: is 


uthor of 


good Being; and a Being, who in all his Adtings 
with ſenſible Beings, acts according to: Rea» 


motes their Happineſs; alli the other moral Attri- 


butes, whic 
as. Juſtice 
cluded, 
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30 Enquiry into the 
A Creator can only be ſaid to be unjuſt to 
is Creatures one of theſe Ways; either, 
By making them uncapable of Happinels. 


By defeating them of any Happineſs he has 


made them capable of. | 

Or by not making them happy in Propor- 
tion to their deſerving to be ſo. | 

Bur a Being who knows the Fitneſſes and Un- 
fitnefles of Things, what will contribute to the 
Happineſs or Miſery of his Creatures; who al- 
ways wills their Happineſs; and in all his Actings 
with them acts according to Reaſon, and a Fir- 
neſs of Things, could not make them uncapable 
of obtaining Happineſs, nor defeat them of that 
Happineſs they were made capable of; nor ſo 
order Things that they ſhould not be happy in 
Proportion to their Deſert. 

And as juſtice is included in the Attribute of 
Goodneſs, and in acting according to Reaſon 
and a Fitneſs of Things, ſo is Holineſs and Faith- 
fulneſs. And as a Being who never ſwerves 
from Reaſon is Holy, ſo neither can he deceive, 
promiſe, and not perform; that is, he is fairh» 
ful and true. | 

X. He is Omnipreſent. 

Thar is, as he always governs his Creatures in 
the beſt Manner, he is ar all Times fo far pre- 
ſent with them, as to be able to do this. | 

XI. He is Omniſcient. | 

Thar is, he muſt know the Nature and Pow- 
ers of his Creatures, and all their Actions; a 
Creator muſt have perfect Knowledge of that 
which he has formed. bl 

- .  XIL He 
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E XII. He is a free Agent, and does not act by 
? Neceſſity, but Choice. 
No that God is a free Agent, I prove by 
i one ſingle Argument. | 
N Every Man naturally chinks himſelf a free A- 
gent, and blames or applauds himſelf after 
N certain Actions; which blameing, or applaud- 
ing of himſelf, is an Effect of a Conſciouſneſs, it 
* was in his Power to have done otherwiſe. 

Now then, if Man is not a free Agent, but 
is obliged in the Circumſtances he is at any Time 
] in, and Cauſes he is under, to do that one 
Thing he does, and cannot poſſibly do other- 
| wiſe, he has Faculties given him upon the Ex- 
| erciſe of which he is neceſlarily deceived, and 
the Author of his Exiſtence, by giving him ſuch 
Faculcies has neceſſitated him into Error; and 
conſequently acted contrary to Reaſon, and a 
Fitneſs of Things in his Creation. 

But the Author of his Exiſtence, is a Being, 
who always acts according to Reaſon, and a Fit- 
neſs of Things, conſequently, cannot neceſſitate 


lows that Man is a free Agent. 

But if Man is a free Agent, God muſt be one; 
otherwiſe, there would be an Effect without a 
Cauſe, or a Beginning without a Cauſe; or a 
Perfection in a Creature, which is not in the 
Creator, which is an Impoſſibility. 

There are many other Arguments which 
prove Man a free Agent, and all theſe prove 
that God is a free Agent. 


him into Error, or deceive him; then it fol- 
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- * Enquiry into the 
And there are many Arguments taken from 
the Nature of God, and his Works, which prove 
him a free Agent; but theſe having been fully 
urg d by other Hands, I omit them, imagining 
that what I have ſaid, is ſufficient to prove 
And now proved that the Author of 
this Syſtem is an eternal, intelligent, wiſe, pow- 
erful, independent, unchangeable, good, juſt, 
„ omniprefent, omniſcient Being; and a Be- 
ing who always acts according to Reaſon, and 
a Fitneſs of Things: We include all theſe At- 
tributes in one general Word, and call him a 
perfect Being. N 
Perfect is a relative Word, and ſignifies the 
Agreement of ſomething to à certain Meaſure, 
or Standard in our Minds. Thus, a Being, 
who always lays down the beſt End, and pur- 
ſues it by the beſt Means, is perfectly wile, wile 
without any Default or Abatement. _ 
eings may be counted more or leſs perfe 
as they poſſeſs Powers, which are capable of 
being Means to Happineſs, and as they really 
exert them to that EEudd. . 
And that Being who: poſſeſſes all thoſe Pow .- 
ers, Attributes and Qualities, which are capable 
of being Means to the Happineſs of himſelf, 
and other Beings, in the higheſt, and moſt per- 
fect Degree they can be poſſeſt, and ho really 


does employ them to the End, is | of all 
ings, and a petfect Being. mw | 
e have then full Evidence, that the Being, 


who framed and fitted up this Syſtem, is an c- 
ALY 1 | ternal 
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cording to Reaſon, 


Enquiry after Happme'. 33 
ternal, intelligent, powerful, wiſe, independent, 
unchangeable, good, holy, juſt, faithful, omni- 
preſent, omniſcient, free Being, and a Being who 
in all his Actings with ſenſible Beings, acts ac- 

and a Firneſs of Things ; On; 
char he is a perfe& Being. And whoever be- 
lieves there is no ſuch Being, muſt likewiſe be- 
lieye there may be a Beginning without a Cauſe, 
or an Effect without a Cauſe; that is, he muſt 
believe Impoſſibilities, or Contradictions. And 
whoever does not act agreeably to the Belief of 
uch a Being, acts directly contrary to Reaſon, 
and a Fitneſs of Things. 5 
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Enquiry the ſecond, After Happineſs. 


HAT are thoſe Actions of Man, that 
are agreeable to the Belief of an efer- 
nal, intelligent, wiſe, good, &c. Being? Or, 
ſuppoſing there is really ſuch a Being who is the 
Author of Man's Exiſtence, how muſt Man act, 
to act according to Reaſon, and a Fitneſs of 
Things? How muſt he act in order to obtain 
Happineſs ? 

And this Enquiry is highly proper, previous to 


dur Enquiry into the Evidence of a pretended 
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34 Enquiry after Happineſs. 
Revelation; for if the pretended Revelation 
ſhould require any Practice of us inconſiſtent wit 
the Attributes of the Deity, we are to reject it. 

In the firſt Place, then, we find, that Man is 
form'd with certain Powers and Faculties, which 
Powers and Faculties muſt be given him by his 
Maker, in order to the Happinefs of himſelf, or 
other Beings. It is neceſſary, then, that he keep 
all theſe Powers and Faculties unimpair'd, that 
ſo he may be able at any Time to do that which 
he is able to do naturally. 3 | 
If he impairs his Powers, and Faculties, he lo- 
ſes the Means to his Happineſs ; he likewiſe lo- 
ſes a Pleaſure which would naturally ariſe from 
the exerting of unimpair'd Powers and Facul- 
ties: And add to this, he muſt diſpleaſe that 
Being who gave them to him. 

Whatever, then, tends to weaken the Powers 
of either the Mind, or Body of Man, that leſſens 
his Ability to perceive, apprehend, reaſon, judge, 
| wh or act; directly tends ro make Man miſer- 

able. 

Under this Head it may be ſhewn, that all 
Degrees of eating and drinking, beyond what 
tends to Health, and Refreſhment ; an Indul- 

gence in ſenſual Gratifications; and all thoſe Vi- 

ces which may be rang'd under the general 
Word Intemperance, are contrary to Man'sHap- 
pineſs. | Ys 

2. As it is Man's Duty to keep his Powers un- 
impair d, ſo alſo is it, to endeayour to preſerve his 

Exiſtence. | 
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If God has made Man, and given him Means 
to preſerve his Exiſtence, he wills that they be 
made uſe of to that End. | 

| Whoever, then, neglects che Means to Self- 
reſervation, or abuſes them, to the injuring of 
is Health, acts directly contrary to the Will of 
God, and conſequently to his own Happineſs. 
And if he who neglects the Means of Self- 
preſervation, ot abuſes them to the injuring of 
his Health, acts contrary to the Will of God, and 
his own Happineſs; in a much greater Degree 
does he do fo, who wilfully deprives himſelf of 
Exiſtence. This is direct Oppoſition to God; 
is throwing him back his Favours, and is the 
higheſt Degree of Rebellion againſt him. 
II. With regard to his own Species, it is evi- 
dent, that Happineſs muſt ariſe to Man, 

1, From his being a juſt, or righteous Being, 
that is, one who violates the Rights of no Man, 
and renders ta all their Dues. | 

2dly, From his being a good Being, that is, 
one who wills and promotes the Happineſs of 
all Mankind, as much as is in his Power. 

Every Man is by the Frame and Conſtitution 
of Things, poſſeſs'd of ſome Right or Property, 
which cannot be violated without Pain and In- 
jury ta him; then God wills that this Right or 
Property be not violated, and that every Man be 
left uninterruptedly to poſſeſs that which by the 
Conſtitution of Things belongs to him. 

Under this Head it may be ſhewn, that Mur- 
der, Adultery, Theft, Oppreſſion, Tyranny, 

| \ Slander, 


> 
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14 Slander, Backbiting, Deceit, Lying, Treachery, 
1 Inſolence, Flattery, Sc. are ſo many Inſtances 
4 of Imuſtice, and conſequentiy are oppoſite to 
| the Will of God. 

Wil Again, all Mankind, by the == and Con- 
11 ſtitution of Things, hand: in certain Relations to 
#t | each other, from which Relations there ariſe 
. Dues and Rights which cannot be wicth-held 
tem thoſe to whom they are due, without Pain, 
„ and Injury to them; then God wills that they 
be not with- held, bar that every Man have that 
* which by the Conſtitution of Things belongs 
3 H to him. | 

dl: Here it might particularly be ſhewn, that all 
WW: Undutifulneſs of Children to Parents, Parent's 


Negle& of Children, whether in point of In- 
ſtruction, or Maintenance; all Diſturbances of 
the Peace of Society, and of that of Families; 
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4 all Breach of Contracts, (particularly all Breach 
hl of Mar riage Contracts) Breach of Promiſes, Sc. 
= are with-holding of Dues, and conſequently op- 
=. polite to the Will of God. =. - 
= And as God wills that the Rights of no Man 
=_ be violated, and that all have their Dues, fo 
1 muſt he conſtitute Things that Happineſs muſt 
Th be the Effect of Righteouſneſs, and Miſery of 
18 VUnrighteouſnck, 
nt 0 Þ And could juſt and righteous Actions produce 
= | Miſery to Man; unjuſt, cruel, and tyrannical 
| ones, Happinels; God muſt have conſtituted 
. Things contrary to Reaſon, and a Fitneſs of 
| : | | Things 1 
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Enquiry after Happineſi. zy 
Things, and be not a good Being; or, he muſt 


5 in Oppoſition to himſelf. 
As Happineſs muſt be the Effect of Riph- 


We yet much more muſt it of Goodneſs; 


and every Man muſt be happy in Proportion as 


he is a good Being, and miſerable in 1 Proportion 


as he is an evil one. 

God always wills Happineſs to the whole 
Creation, and has made Man capable of willing 
and promoting the Happineſs of his Species; 


then God wills that Man always will Happineks, 


and promote it as far as he is able. 
Man may not always be able to do that which 


tends to the Happineſs of others; he may want 


Ability to diſcern whar is beſt for them, or Pow- 
er to execute it; and fo far as he falls ſhort in 
cither of theſe Particulars, he is an imperfe& 
Being. But he may always will Happineſs, and 
God always wills that he do this; that he be 
a benevolent Being. 

Here it may be ſhewn, that Envy, Hatred, 


Malice, Pride, are ſo many Inſtances of Male- 


volence, and conſequently dirc&ly oppoſite ro the 
Will of God, 

And as God always wills that Man will Hap- 
pineſs, and be a benevolent Being; ſo does he, 


that He promote it as far as he has Power. Man 
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38 Enquiry after Happimeſs. 

But God not only wills, but in all Actings with 
ſenſible Beings, promotes their Happineſs: Con- 
ſequently Man muſt, if he would be acceptable 
to God, promote Happineſs whenever he has 
Opportunity. _ v 

He muſt fave from Evil, or deliver out of it; 
feed the Hungry; cloath the Naked; viſit the 
Sick; deliver the Oppreſled ; protect the Fa- 
therleſs, the Stranger, and the Widow: Theſc 
11 are Actions which God wills that Man perform 
"8 as often as he has Opportunity, in conſequence 
of Benevolence or willing Good. That is, God 
115 always wills that Man be a good Being. 

1:18 And if Happineſs ſhall be the Effect of Righ- 
18 teouſneſs, yet much more, and in a far greater 
14 Degree, ſhall it of Goodneſs. If doing no Ill, 
1:3 with-holding not that which is due, is pleaſing 
W unto God, yet much more pleaſing ſhall doing 
194 Good be to him. This is joining with our Ma- 
Feer in the great Work in which he himſelf is 
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4 employ d; and is reſembling of the Deity. 
Fx III. Man is placed amidſt Creatures of much 
1 lower Powers than himſelf, who are fitted to 
= ſerve him with their Labour, or to be Suſtenance 
1 for him. And they are not free Agents, but 
2 T4 determin'd by Inſtincts to preſerve themſelves, 
- wo and their Species; which is certain Evidence 
3H 


that they were form'd for the Ule of ſome other 
Beings. 8 N 

Some of theſe Creatures, however uſeful in 
the Creation, and to Man in particular Inſtances, 
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= yet wauld be deſtrudtive to him if their Species 


Were 


| him; but ſtill it is Man's Duty to render to God 
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were numerous ; theſe, then, he has a Right, 
from his Duty of Self- preſervation, to deſtroy. 
Others of them which can aſſiſt him with their 
Labour, or ſerve him for Food, and which ſeem 
form'd for no other End but the Uſe of Man, 
we preſume that God wills that he ſhould make 
uſe of. But then he is to remember, when he 
makes the Creatures labour, to do it with Mer- 
cy; to lay no grieyous Burden on them, and 
what is not proportion'd to their Strength; to 


uſe them with no unneceſſary Severity, but to 


be as compaſſionate towards them, as is con- 
ſiſtent with their being ſerviceable to him. And 
further, when he takes away their Lives, he is 
to remember to do it in that Manner which is 
leaſt painful to them. | 

This is behaving towards the Creatures ac- 
ceptably to the Creator, who wills the Good of 
the whole Creation. 

IV. With regard to the ſupreme Being, who 
is the Creator, the Preſerver, and the Beſtower 
of Happineſs on Man, it is evident, that certain 
Duties ariſe from Man to this Being, in the Per- 


formance of which, he muſt find Happineſs. 


And as Man has Ability to diſcover the Relation 
which he ſtands in to God, God muſt will thar 


he diſcover this Relation, and that he perform 


towards him thoſe Duties which ariſe from it. 
It is rrue, God is not like Man, to receive Da- 
mage if we pay him not that which belongs to 
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40 Egquiry afier Happineſs. 

thar which is due to him, whether the with- 
holding it be Injury, or not. And, 

2 is Man's Duty to God, to ackriowltdes 


with all Humility, che Power, Wiſdom, and 


e Ong by which he was form'd. 
. To tender Thanks to the divine Majeſty 
for his Exiſtence, his Preſervation, and his Ca- 


pacity for Happineſs; for all that he poſleſles 


that is deſirable and good. 

3. As the Supreme Being is the moſt il 
of all Beings, it is Man's Duty to fear him more 
than all ot er Beings; that is, to more fear to 
offend him. | 

4. As all Things are under the Diſpoſal of 
Providence, it is Man's Duty to God to be pa- 
tient under whatever befalls him, and never to 
repine at the Diſpenſations of the moſt High. 

5. To truſt in God. As God always knows 
what is beſt for us, as he conſtantly wills our 
Happineſs, and has Power to execute what he 
wills, we ate to truſt that he will deliver us, 
when a Deliverance is beſt for us. 

6. To endeavour to know his Will. As the 
divine Will is that Rule by which we muſt act, 
if we would obtain Happineſs, we ought to en- 
deavour after a Knowledge of ir, which is to be 
obtain'd by a Conſideration of his Attributes. 

7. To perform his Will. Better is it not to 
know. the divine Will, than to know it, and 


not conform to it. To know the divine Will, 
and not to conform to it, is ſetting up to be wi- 


ſer than God, and is Rebellion agaipls =. 
S. As 


4 


—_ 
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8. As Man is an Offender before God, as he 
is conſcious of not always conforming to his 
Will, it is his Duty to acknowledge himſelf to 
be ſuch, and to beg of God to pardon him. 
9. To love God. When we have Pleaſure in 
wi Happineſs of a Being, we are faid to love 
Sd. | 
If we have Pleaſure in the Happineſs of a Be- 
ing, or if we love a Being, his Pleaſure is a Motive 
of Action to us. 5 = = 
A great Motive to us to love a Being, or have 
Pleaſure in his Happineſs, is, Kindneſſes recei- 
ved; and the Love generally ariſes in Proportion 
to the apprehended Kindneſſes. | 9 
| When then we conſider the Supreme Being as 
the Author and Fountain of our Exiſtence, and of 
all chat we poſſeſs that is deſirable and good, we 
are juſtly excited to love him, that is, to have 
Pleature when his Will is conform'd to. = 
Ihis I apprehend is loving of God, the Con- 
ſequence of which Love is, that his Will is 4 
Motive of Action to us (eparate from a Conſide- 
ration of our own Intereſt. 
And ſurely if any Kindneſſes can excite Love, 
Excite us to take Pleaſure when the Will of a 
Being is conform'd to; thoſe which we have re- 
cciv'd from the divine Being will excite it. 


* 


As we are to acknowledge God's Attributes, 
and our Dependency on him; to thank him for 
what we poſſeſs, and to implore his Pardon for 


bur Offences againſt him; and as our Bodies, as - 


G well 


10. It is our Duty to God to worſhip 


> EE — — 


Fo es 


me 


==r2> p< 


- 
—— 


. + 
Fr 


_ _ 2 
——— 


* 


— 4a 
8 


7 2 
8 — 
R _ 

— — 


* 


* 2 
is 
Ce or ee yr 


_ 


S 
e 


2 1 N 
r 
- T- : 


42 FEnguiry after Happmefs. 
well as Souls, are his; it is proper that theſe 
Duties be accompanied with ſuch bodily Po: 
tures, as Nature, or Cuſtom, have made ex- 
preſſive of the Diſpolitions of our Minds. Thus 
kneeling is the Poſture of a Supplicant; we 
ought then to fall on our Knees when we ap- 
proach the great God of Heaven. | 
11. To worſhip him in publick. When we 
have diſcovered the Being and Attributes of 


God, and the Relation which we ſtand in to 


him, we ought publickly to teſtify ro orhers that 
we acknowledge him as our God. This is Du- 
to Men as well as God, that they may be 
excited alſo to worſhip him. 
12. To ſet apart ſome particular Time for his 
Service. As all our Time, that is, our whole 
Lives, are given us by him, it is our Duty to 
ſer apart ſome Portion of them tor his Worſhip. 
Laſtly, It is Man's Duty to God to reſemble 
him in his Attribute of Goodneſs, and to be a 


good Being. In what better State could a Be- 


ing be form'd, than to have Powers given him 
by which he is capable of reſembling his Ma- 
ker? How undutiful, then, is Man to God, 


how ungrateful, how unworthy of what he 


poſſeſſes, if he does not employ them to this 
End? 

All theſe are immediate Duties from Man to 
God; which ariſe from that Relation which he 
ſtands in to him. And as God gives Man Pow- 
ers to diſcover the Relation which he ſtands in 


n 


to himſelf, ſo muſt he will that he acts rr 
— a 


a % 


tue. 


Enquiry after Happineſs. 4 3 
able to it; and make Happineſs the Conſe- 
QUENCE, | | 

Thus I have traced out the Heads of thar 
Conduct of Man by which he is to obtain Hap- 
pineſs; that is, I have ſhew'd what Actions of 
Man are agreeable to the Belief of an eternal, i 
intelligent, powerful, wife, good, juſt, &c. Be- 
ing. And if there is really ſuch a Being, who 
is the Author of Man's Exiſtence, it is Demon- 
tration that the Practice which I have been de- 
ſcribing, is his Way to Happineſs. | 
I call this Practice natural Religion, or Vir- 


And a contrary Behaviour, Vice. 
And tho” that Part of our Duty which re- 
lates to ourſelves, and other created Beings, is 
called Morality, | . 
And that Part of it which immediately re- 
lates to God, is Piety, or is natural Religion 
properly ſo call'd; yet when we conſider all our 
Duties as the Will of God, and that every 
Breach of Morality is Oppoſition to him, this 
alſo is a Part of natural Religion. „ 
And now having, from the Attributes of God, 
traced out Man's Way to Happinels; having 
ſhewn what muſt be the Means to it, if God is 
juſt, and good, I proceed farther, and would 
examine how far Happineſs is the Effect of the | 
Practice which I have been deſcribing, by the 
Order and Conſtitution of Things. | b 
And 1ſt, We find that keeping our Powers . 
unimpair'd, is a Means to Health and Chear- 
fulneſs, and the great Pleaſures of Thinking and 
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44 FEmuguiry after Happineſs. 
Reaſoning. And that on the contrary, all In- 
temperance produces Pain. | 

2. We find that there is a great natural Plea- 
ſure in the Eſteem of Men; and this Pleafurc 
Virtue ſecures to us; it not being in the Power 
of Man to diſeſteem Virtue, however he may be 
tempted to forſake it. On the other Side, Vice 
is ſure to meet with Contempt; a Thing terrible 
to Man. 

3. Doing no Injury to any, rendering to all 
their Dues, and doing Good, is a natural Means 
to the good Offices and Friendſhip of Men; 
and Self-loye makes the juſt, the benevolent, che 
good, be beloved. 

4. A Conſciouſneſs of Virtue fills us with 
pleaſant Reflections, a Conſciouſneſs of Vice with 

ainful ones. Ir is not in the Power of Man, as 
nas been obſerved, to prefer Vice to Virtue, 
however he may be tempred to embrace the 
former, and abandon the latter. When, then, 
the Pleaſure which invited to Vice ceaſes, and 
Man looks back on his paſt Conduct, a Con- 
ſciouſneſs that he has abuſed his Powers, acted 
unworthy of his Nature, and below other Be- 
ings, muſt fill him with Shame, Remorſe, and 
Anguiſh. On the other Side, a Remembrance 
of Virtue, a Conſciouſneſs of having acted right, 
worthily, and according to the Dignity of his 
N muſt give him Pleaſure inexpreſſible. 
. We find ourſelves capable of great Plea- 

tw or Pain from Expectation; we hope, and 
fear, and N Good or Evil before it ar- 
rives ; and this Hope or Fear of Good and 4 
vi 


P 
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ul, is very much in Proportion to a Conſcious 
neſs of deſerving it. When, then, we are con- 


Wi ſcious that we have acted a righteous and a good 
part; that we have done ill to no Man; and 
. N extended our Goodneſs to many; that we have 
> BF join'd with our Maker in his great Work of do- 
: ing Good, and that we reſemble him, we are 
KF fall of juſt Confidence and Expectation of Good 

| from God and Man; we have a joyful Hope. 

l and Expectation of Happineſs. 1 
5 On the other Side, when we have injur'd and 
; © oppreſt; been malevolent, tyrannical, and un- 
C | juſt, and ſhut our Ears to the Cries of the Nee- 
KF dy, we are full of Fear and Dread of Evil; 
h | have Shame and Anguiſh at looking backward, 
h and Horror at looking forward. _ 
5 We find then that the Practice which 1 
e, baue been deſcribing, the Practice of Virtue, is 
ae naturally productive of Happineſs. Ne 
n, But tho' thus it is according to the Conſtitu- 
nd tion of Things, yet many are the Facts on the 
n- bother Side; and frequently do we ſee | 
ed I The Good and Evil, juſt and unjuſt, involved 
ze- in the fame Calamity; and no Man knoweth . © 
nd | the one from the other, by that which befalleth 
CC | them here. | 
ht, Evil Men raiſe themſelves to Proſperity, by 
his KM Inuſtice, Cruelty, and Oppreſſion. 

They riſe even upon the Miſeries of the Good, 
ea- | andthe Good veriſh oy mc heb 

d { Theſe are frequent Facts, and they put us 
ar- upon ſearching farther into the Diſpenſations of 
E- WW God: For this we are never to depart from, 
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46 Eamuguiry after Happineſs. 
that by Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs ſhall Man 
obtain Happineſs. This is as certain as the At- 
tributes of God. 3 5 
And we find, that if Virtue does not pro- 
cure us Happineſs in this World; if righte- 
ous and good Men are not happy; nor ſo in 
Proportion to their Deſert; that this Life is not, 
cannot be Man's beſt and final State; but that 
he ſhall exiſt after the Diſſolution of his Body, in 
order to future Happinels. 

The Queſtion then is, whether Happineſs 
is always the Effect of Virtue in this World? 
Whether Happineſs is conſtantly in Proportion 
ro Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs ? If it is, then 
the Point, which I have been labouring, is yield- 
ed; Virtue is the Way to Happineſs. If it is 
not, if Miſery is ſometimes the Portion of the 
Righteous and Good, a Fact few will diſpute, 
then we are ſure that Happineſs is behind ; thar 
Man. ſhall exiſt in a future State, when his pre- 
ſent Sufferings ſhall be follow'd with great Feli- 
city. | 7 

If Virtue has not its Effect in this World, 
we are ſure that it ſhall have it; ſure as we are 
that God is juſt and good, and always acts ac- 
cording, to Reaſon, and a Fitneſs of Things. 

And if Exiſtence is only prolong'd to Man, 
and the Righteous and Good ceaſe from ſuffer- 
ing, and the Evil from oppreſſing, the former 
will be happy in their own Reflexions, and the 
latter miſerable in theirs, without any poſitive 


Rewards or Puniſhments from God; tho' that 
| OE, there 


Enquiry afier Happineſs. 47 
= there ſhall be Rewards and Puniſhments from 
him, is rational to expect. | | 
As then God always wills Happineſs to his 

4 Creatures, and acts according to Reaſon, and a 

Pitneſs of Things; has made Man capable of 
| * _obraining Happineſs; as Virtue is the Way to | 


* Happineſs; as the Virtuous are not always hap- 
„ py in this World, nor ſo in Proportion to their ; 

b Virtue; it follows, that their Exiſtence ſhall be | 
\ ; prolong'd after the Diſſolution of their Bodies, | 


in order to their future Happineſs. 


5 b We prove then Man's future Exiſtence, from | 
2 the Attributes of God, and the Miſeries which 
1 { often attend righteous and good Men in this 
1 World. 1 . | 
- ES And as we prove Man's future Exiſtence from | 
is | the before-mention'd Particulars, ſo from a Con- 
e ſſderation of the Nature and Powers of Man, 
e, we find it reaſonable to expect it. 1 9 
at | | We cannot apprehend that Reaſoning and Ne. 
& Thinking are Properties of Matter, but of a dif- 
li- ferent and ſuperior Subſtance, having great Ex- | 
FF _ perienceof the Properties of Matter, and never @_ 
d, { finding that it had any of this Sort; nay, as far | 
re as we know any Thing of Matter, it is utterly 
o- uncapable of ſuch Powers and Properties. 
9 And if Reaſoning and Thinking are not Pro- 
m, perties of Matter, but of a different and ſuperior _ 
er- Subſtance, then the Diſſolution of a certain Com- 5 
aer poſition of Matter, the ceaſing to exiſt of the 
che Body of Man, is no Reaſon why a different and 5 
ve ſuperior Subſtance ſhould ceaſe to exiſt. N 
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48 Enquiry after Happineſs. 

f two Subſtances have the fame Nature, 
Powers, and Properties, the Diſſolution of the 
one gives us Reaſon to expect the Diſſolution of 
the other; but if they have different Natures, 
Powers, and Properties, we have no Reaſon to 
apprehend that that which happens to the one, 
will alſo to the other. Nay, we have Reaſon to 
expect the contrary. _ 3 

Laſtly, It ſeems abſurd to ſuppoſe that ſuch 
Powers as Man is poſſeſt of, his Powers of Rea- 
ſoning, Thinking, Judging, &c. ſhould be given 
for ſo ſhort a Time as the Life of Man, and to 
ſo little Purpoſe as. only to procure a tranſient 
Pleaſure. | | | th 

It is rational then to expect Man's future 


"Exiſtence, from a Conſideration of his Nature 


and Powers: But from the Goodneſs and Juſtice 
of God we depend on it; we depend that God 
will proportion Happinels to Virtue, and that the 
Judge of all the Earth will do right. En 
And now having from the Attributes of God 
proved that Man muſt be capable of obtaining 
Happineſs, and that Virtne is the Means by 
which this Happineſs is to be obrain'd; I pro- 
ceed a Step farther, and prove that it ſhall be 
everlating, | | 
And I prove it from God's Goodneſs and 
Power. N TE. 
_ God always wills Happineſs to his Creatures. 
Has Power to continue in Exiſtence the Be- 
ings whom he has form d. 1 
Then he will always continue Exiſtence to the 


Happy; and thoſe who by a Right Uſe of heir 


Powers 


1C 


Enquiry after Happineſs. 49 
Powers have ohtain d Happineſs, ſhall enjoy it to 
Mo, 1 1 


* 


Whether then the Virtuous obtain Happineſs 
on this, or the other Side of che Grave, the Dif- 
ference is but of ſmall Importance to them; this 
is certain, they ſhall obtain it; and when it is 
obtain d, they ſhall emoy it to all Eternit. 

Everlaſting Happineſs to the Righteous and 
Good, is a Conſequence of God's Juſtice, Good- 
neſs and Power. If it is afſked, Who is equal 
to the Taſk. which I have ſet? Where is the 
Man who lives and falls not ſhort of his Duty? 
I anſwer, God js no hard Taſkmaſter; he knew 
what we ſhould be capable of before he form d 
us; ſaw our neceſſary Failings and lmperteaions, 
and would not have form'd us if we had not 
been capable of obtaining Happinels, notwicks 
ſtanding theſe Failings and Irnperfections. Thele 
then ate not a Bar to our Happineſss. 

But ſo far as Man wilfully ſhuts his Eyes a- 
gate his Duty; fo far as he yiclds to prefenc 
Pleafure in Oppoſition to Reaſon; fo far as hg 
is uryuſt, cruel, and tyrannical, a Spreader 9 
Unhappineſs; ſo far as he js malevolent, a Dif- 
polition hateful ro God, and derefted by him ; 
that is, ſo far as he is an evil Being; fo far, 
for any thing thar I can find to the contrary, 
he mpſt rake the Conſequence, ang fall ſhort & 


Heftes. 
The moſt rational Method, after ſuch Beha: 
viour, moſt certainly is to be very ſorry, and 
toaſk God pardon for the Offence againft 


him; and to be very diligent fo: che future 
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50 Euquiry after a Revelation. 
and we hope God will forgive it; but ſtill we 
cannot fay that this Man is in the ſame Condi- 
tion with him who has always walk'd up- 
rightly. God may forgive him, but he hardly 

will approve of himſelf. | | 


* 


e e e ee eee 
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Enquiry the third, After a Revelation. 
1 it rational to expect that God will reveal 

JA himſelf? | . 5 
And this Enquiry is highly proper, previous to 
an Enquiry into the Evidence of a pretended 
Revelation; for, if it is not agteeable to the At- 
tributes of God for him to reveal himſelf, a far- 
ther Search will be to no Purpoſe. | 
Nov if we conſider the Attributes of God ab- 
ſtractedly, there ariſes no Argument againſt a 
Revelation; and if it was not unworthy the 
divine Being to create, it appears not to be unwor- 
thy of him to direct, take care of, and govern. 
Is there any Objection againſt a Revelation 
from a Conſideration of the Nature of Man ? 
Surely there appears none; we find Man- 
kind, notwithſtanding their Reaſon, often falling 
ſhort of Happineſs; ignorant of natural Duties, 
and of the Means to Happineſs, or which is 
worſe, and of much more fatal Conſequence to 
them, not practiſing what they know. 1 
| ad 
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| Enquiry after a Revelation, 51 
And 1½, We find great Part of Mankind 


Means to Happineſs. 
If we conſider Mankind in the Beginning juſt 


come out of the Hands of their Maker, we ſhalt 


find them (unleſs di vinely inſtructed) entirely 
ignorant of almoſt all natural Duties, and of the 
Means to Happineſꝰ; wirhout Reaſon to guide 
them, (there being noReaſoning before Experience) 
nor any Motives to act by but pfeſcnt Pain and 
Pleaſure. | e 8 8, 

They muſt indifferently take either Good or 
Evil, having no Ideas or Notions of either, not 
Inſtincts to direct them to what alone was good 
for them, nor to the Quantities, which would 
conduce to Health and Life. 5 

They muſt learn Temperance by Exceſs; 
Truth by Error; and to ſearch after the great- 
eſt Good, by experiencing that certain Degrees, 
or Kinds of preſent Pleaſure produce Pain. 

Such muſt be the Condition of Mankind at 
firſt, if left to themſelves without a Revelation; 
their firſt Guides would be Pain and Pleaſure, 


and theſe very inſufficient ones; they could not 


lead them to all the Happineſs which they were 
naturally capable of, nor ſo much as ſecure them 
from taking things immediately deſtructive to 
them. 5 . 

2. After Mankind has had the Experience of 
their Forefathers to build their Conduct on, af- 
ter ſome Knowledge has been tranſmitted to 
them from others, yet we find great Numbers 
not able by their own Powers to find out all 


Hs —- natural 


ignorant of ſeveral natural Duties, and of the 
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52 
natural Duties, and very few the great Motive 
Eternal Happineſs) to the Performance of them. 


cover all natural Duties. 


elation. 


Enquiry after a Rev 


ome want natural Abilities to dil. 
It is true, after Man- 
ind has ſubſiſted ſome Time, the Duties of 
orality muſt lye obvious to very mean Capa- 


And 1½, 


cities, if they will fairhfully enquire after them; 
but ſo will not our immediate Duties to God; 

Fear may cauſe us to miſtake the Deity, . 
conſequently not to worſhip him in a Manner 
fairable to his Nature and Attributes. 


2. Many that have Ability, yet want Op- 
poꝛrtunity to trace out all their natural Duties, 
nd the Obligations to them. Great Part 4 


Mankind are neceſſitated to get their Bread by 


the Sweat of their Brows, and have not Leiſure 

to ſearch after all that Knowledge which may 

be beneficial to them. 

3. Multitudes are kept from Truth by the 

: Craft of intereſted Deceivers. Such is the Mis- 
of Mankind, that they have nor been 


left to follow the Dictates of their own Reaſon, 


but have been led back ward from Truth. 


Region in many Ages and Nations has been 


ealculated to ſerve ſome private Views, and then 
impoſed on Mankind as Divine. Morality has 
been corrupted, and the groſſeſt Ablurdities pla- 
ced in its Roc. This has been a moſt perni- 
cons Blow to natural Religion, and to our Dil- 

covery of Truth by Reaſon. 8 

It is evident then that if all Mankind have 
extitely been left to themſelves without a Reve- 
knion, particularly if God did nor reycal bas 


o 


2 


2 


9 


Enquiry after a Revelation. 


ſelf to Mankind as ſoon as he had form'd them, 
ſome Part of them muſt have been ignorant of 
ſeveral natural Duties, and 3 muſt 


have fallen ſhort of Happineſs which they are 
naturally capable of. 3 
It follows then, as there is no Objection again 


a Revelation from the Attributes of God conſi- 


der d abſtractedly, ſo there is none from a Conſi- 


deration of the Nature of Man; on the con- 


trary, Inſtruction in our natural Duties, ſeems 
highly 


beneficial to Man, and on that Account 
from the divine Goodneſs we hope for it. 
Particularly we hope, and truſt, that God when 


he form'd Mankind did not leave them to grope 


in the Dark, in a worſe Condition chan che 
Brutes, who have Inſtincts to guide them to 
what alone is good for them, and never to Ex- 
ceſſes in it; we hope that divine Wiſdom ſup- 
ply'd Man's Want of Experience, and taught 
them their Way to Happinels. 


And we will farther hope, that God who 
ſees the many conſtant Impediments on Man- 
kind to the Diſcovery of all their natural Dy- 


tics; the Weakneſſes of their Natures; the Ne- 
ceſſities upon them to get their Bread by La- 
bour ; and the Prejudices which they lye under 
from the Impoſitions of Deceivers; either has in- 
terpoſed, or will interpoſe to guide them to Truth. 


2. As Mankind often fail in another Parti- 


cular, a Particular where a Failure is of much 
more fatal Conſequence to them than a Want 
of Knowledge of their Duty, that is, in thi 
Practice of it, we allo in this Caſe hope for di- 


vine Aſſiſtance. | | 
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54 Enquiry after a Revelation. 

If Man falls ſhort in the Knowledge of his 
Duty, he loſes a Happineſs which he is natu- 
rally capable of, if in the Practice of what he 
knows, he expoſes himſelf to the divine Diſplea- 


{ure, and to his own ſevere Reflexions laſting as 


his Exiſtence. In the firſt Caſe he loſes Happi- 


neſs, in the ſecond he procures ro himſelf Miſery. 


As then it does not appear diſagreeable to 
the Attributes of God for him to inſtru& Man- 
kind in their natural Duties, neither does it to 
aſſiſt them in the Performance of them; to help 


them in a Caſe where a Failure is of moſt fatal 


Conſequence to thein. 5 | 
Poſſibly God may make farther Manifeſtations 
of himſelf to faſter bind Mankind to their Duty; 


he may give new Motives to our Obedience, 


find Means which may help to be a Security of 
our Virtue; or contrive Methods for our Hap- 
pineſs, which humane Reaſon cannot invent. 
Me cannot ſay God cannot, or will not do 
this or more; and as it does not appear un- 
ſuitable to his Nature for him to aſſiſt us, we 
from his Goodneſs hope that he will do it. 

And now having found that a Revelation 


does not appear unſuitable to the Attributes of 


God, or Nature of Man, we ſhould next pro- 
ceed to examine into the Evidences of a pre- 
tended one, namely the Chriſtian Religion, but 


firſt think it proper to conſider what has been 


lately delivered by a conſiderable Writer, which 
if true, will overthrow what I have been ad- 
vancing under the two laſt Particulars, whicl 

That 


Av 


Enquiry after a Revelation. 55 

Thar if Mankind are entirely left ro them- 
ſelves without a Revelation, great Part of them 
muſt be ignorant of ſeveral Duties, and conſe- 
quently fall ſhort of Happineſs which they are 
naturally capable of; and thar it appears agreea- 
ble ro the Attributes of God for him to inſtruct 
them in their natural Duties. 

And, that there is no Argument from the 
Attributes of God, or Nature of Man, why God 
ſhould not reveal to Mankind Truths not dif 
coverable by humane Reaſon. 

TheSum of whar this Gentleman has advan- 
ced that ſeems to affect my Argument, follows. 

That God has from * the Beginning given 
Mankind ſome Rule, Law or Religion, in the 
Obſervation of which they muſt obtain Happi- 
neſs, or be acceptable to him. | 

That he has given all Men, at all Times, ſuffi- 
cient Means to know this Rule, Law or Religion. 

Thar the Law, Rule or Religion cannot be 
more extenſive than the Means of knowing it. 

Thar the only Means of knowing this Rule, 
Law or Religion which has been given to all 
Men, is the Uſe of thoſe Faculties by which 
they are diſtinguiſhed from Brutes; and that the 


uſing theſe after the beſt Manner they can, 


muſt anſwer the End for which God gave them, 

and juſtify their Conduct. Ms 
That this Law, Rule or Religion is perfect. 
Thar nothing can be added to ir. 5 
Now then as chat only is a Perfect Lau, Rule, 
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56 Enquiry after a Revelatiun. 
or Religion which includes all the Means to 
Happineſs, (for a Law, Rule, or Religion, which 


does not include all the Means to Happineſs is 
manifeſtly Imperfect, and may have ſomething 
added to it by God, namely Means ro more or 

eater Happineſs, it being ſuitable to his Attri- 

utes to afford us Means to all poſſible Happi- 
nels) according to this Gentieman (ſince the 
Law cannot be more extenſive than the Means 
of knowing it) every Man can by the Uſe of 


thoſe Faculties by which he is diftinguifh'd from 


the Brutes, obtain all the Happinefs which he 


is naturally capable of, or which any Man is 


naturally capable of, and the perfect Law, Rule 


or Religion, includes nothing which every Man 


cannot perform. 
And as the Lau, Rule or Religion, meaſured 


the natural Faculties of all Men, includes 


all the Means to Happineſs, it follows that God 
will not reveal to Mankind“ any natural Duties 
which all Men by their Reaſon cannot diſcover 
to be ſuch; nor Truths undiſcoverable by hu- 
mane Reaſon. | | | 
In Anſwer then to this Gentleman, I ſay, that 
the Law, Rule or Religion meaſured by the Uſe 
which every Man is capable of making of thoſe 


* This firſt Concluſion, 2ha?, God ill not repeal to Mankind 


any natural Duties which, all Men by their Reaſon cannot diſcover 
to be Yuch, is not this Gentleman's: He ſuppoſes God may re- 
veal to Mankind all natural Duties; but ſuch a-Suppoſal is in- 
conſiſtent With the Perfection of the Law, Rule or Religion, gi. 
ven to all Mankind; and if the Lat, &c. given to all Mankind 
is perfect, and can have nothing added to it, then God cannot 
zeves! go Mankind any atrral Duties nat diſamerable by tht 


Reaſon of all Men. ; 
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Enquiry after a Revelatiog. | 57 
Faculties by which he is diſtinguiſh'd from Brurtes; 


cannot be a perfect Law, Rule, or Religion; 


or ſecure to every Man all the Happineſs be is 
naturally capable of, or. which ſome Men are 
naturally capable of, unleſs we give ap the At 
tributes of God. 

For if the Creatot of Man is a juſt, good, 
and powerful Being, and a Being who, in all his 
Actings with his Creatures, acts according to 
Reaſon, and a Fitneſs of Things, it demonſtra- 


tmvely follows, that every Man has ſeveral Duties ; 
to himſelf, ro God; and to Mankind, from the 


Performance of 1 of which muſt 4 Hap- 
pineſs; that every Act of Temperance, Righte- 


| oulnels, Goodneſs, Piety, produces Happineſs; 
that it recommends to God's Fayour, and ſecures 
to us pleaſant Reflexions laſting as our Exiſtence. 


It follows then, that the more our Duties are 


known and praiſed, the greater is our Hap- 


pineſs; and that where there is Ignorance of the 
Relation which we ſtand in to God, and Man; 
and of the Duties ariſing from thence; where 
there is not Knowledge to lead to all Actions of 
Temperance, Righteouſneſs, Goodneſs, Piety, 


there muſt be a falling ſhort of Happineſs; at 


leaſt of that Happineſs which proceeds from a 
Reflexion on our Actions. 

And, as it is undoubted Fact that ſome Men 
cannot by ihe Uſe of their natural Faculties ob- 


| tain equal Knowiedes of natural Duties, of Tem- 


perance, Righteouſnefs, Goodneſs, Piety, with 
others, nor what chemlelves are capable of obs 
4ming with Inſtruction, it follows, that they 
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58 Enguiry after a Revelation. 
cannot by the Uſe of their Faculties obtain e- 
qual Happineſs with others, nor what them. 
felyes are naturally capable of obtaining. 

If it is ſaid, that what is the Duty of ſome 
Men, is not the Duty of others, it being im- 
poſſible that can be any Man's Duty, which he 
has not Opportunity of knowing to be ſuch; 
* but that all have Knowledge ſufficient for the 
Circumſtances they are in. 

I anſwer, One of the Points I inſiſt on is, 
that ſome Men, on account of greater Know- 
ledge than others, have more Duties; but then 
I allo inſiſt, that if they have more Duties, they 
have a greater Capacity for Happineſs, fince 
that can be no Duty which does not produce 
Happineſs, | | 

All, in the Circamſtances they are in, ſpall 

capable of ſome Degree of Happineſs; and 
no Man fhall ever ſuffer, that is, receive Pu- 
niſhment, for not doing that which he had nor 
Power to do: But all Men cannot by the Ute 
of their Faculties obtain equal Happineſs with 
others, it being impoſſible for thoſe who never 
had it in their Thoughts to do certain Actions, 
to have all that Pleaſure which naturally and 
neceſſarily attends the Performance of them. 
It is evident then, that if the Creator of Man 
zs a juſt, good, and powerful Being, and a Be- 
ing who in all his Actings with his Creatures, 
acts according to Reaſon, and a Fitneß of 
Things, chat the Law, Rule, or Religion mea: 
+ * Chriſtianity as old as Creation, ch. 1. þ. 5. 
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Enquiry after a Revelation. 59 
far'd by che Uſe which all Men are capable of 
making of thoſe Faculties, by which they are 
diſtinguiſh'd from the Brutes, and which in- 
cludes nothing which every Man with the mean- 
eſt Capacity, and feweſt Opportunities, cannot 
diſcover to be a Duty, (ſince the Law cannot 
be more extenſive than the Means of knowin 


it) is a very imperfect Lau, Rule, or Reli 


ion. | 2 
If yer the Juſtice of God ſhould this Way 
be impeach'd for not letting all Men have equal 
Opportunities or Capacities for Happineſs ; for 
ſo conſtituting Things that ſome Men by the Uſe 
of their natural Powers cannot obtain that Hap- 
pineſs, which others are capable of obtaining 
by the Uſe of theirs, nor what themſelves are 
capable of obtaining by Inſtruction: I return, it 
is undoubtedly certain, and a Conſequence of 
God's Attributes, that he has conſtituted Things 
in the beſt poſſible Manner for the Good of the 
whole; but where Generations of Beings exiſt 
who are free Agents, there muſt be different 
Opportunities or Capacities for Happineſs, ſince 
Vice naturally impairs the Powers and Faculties 
of Beings. And where there is not free Agency, 
there can be but a ſmall Capacity for Happinels, 
And all that Happineſs which ariſes to Man 
from God's Favour, and his own Reflexion on 
his Actions, proceeds from his being a free 
Apent. | 

We find then, upon a Review of our Argu- 
ment, that all Mankind cannot by the Uſe of 
thole Faculties which diſtinguiſh them from 

| | I A HBrutes, 
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60 En quiry after a Revelation. 
Brutes, obtain all that Happineſs which they 
are naturally capable of, and that all have not 
equal Opportunities or Capacities for Happinek, 
and conſequently, that the Law, Rule, or Rel. 
gion, meaſured by the Uſe which every Man is 
capable of making of his Faculties, is an imper- 
fect Law, Rule, or Religion; and that, as it is 
imperfect, it is ſuitable to the Attributes of God 
for him to add to it, and to reveal to Mankind 
all thoſe natural Duties from the Practice of 
which they may obtain Happineſs. 
This Gentleman's Argument then, not over- 
- throwing what I advanced in the firſt Place; 
proceed we to fee how far it affects what I de. 
liver'd in the ſecond, which is, 
That it does not appear diſagreeable to thc 
Attributes of God, for him to reyeal to Man- 
kind Truths not diſcoverable by humane Rca. 
on. 
The Reaſon given by him why God will nor 
reveal to Man any ſuch Truths, is, becauſe the 
Rule, Law, or Religion, which God has at all 
Times given to all Men, and is diſcoverable by 
the Uſe of thoſe Faculties by which they ate 
diſtinguiſh'd from Brutes, is Perfect. 
Bur we have proved that this Rule, Lau, 
or Religion, is very imperfect; and that it do 
not include all the Means to Happineſs. 
here is, then, from hence, no Manner o 
Proof that God will not reveal to Mankind 
Truths not diſcoverable by humane Reaſon. 
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But perhaps it will be ſaid, that the Lau, 
Rule, or Religion, diſcoverable by humane Rea- 
ſon, though not by the Reaſon of every Man, is 
perfect; that this includes all the Means to Hap- 


pineſs, and can have nothing added to it. 

But then I would ask the Proof of ſuch an 
Aſſertion, and what Reaſon we have to think 
that this is a perfect Lau, Rule, or Religion. 

The Reaſon why the Lau, Rule, or Religion 


given to all Men, is perfect, will not prove that 
that which is only given to a few, is perfect. 
And if it is ſuitable to the Attributes of God 


for him to reveal Truths which ſome Men by 
their Reaſon cannot diſcover, (as we have pro- 
ved it is, and it will follow if we allow that God 
can at all r veal himſelf) why is it not ſuitable to 
his Attributes to reveal Truths which no Men b 
their Reaſon can diſcover? We cannot poſſibly 
lay God cannot, or will not do this. 

Having, then, no Manner of Proof that this 


a perfect Law, Rule, or Religion, we cannot 


conclude it to be ſuch, and conſequently cannot 
conclude that God will not reveal to Mankind 
Truths not diſcoverable by humane Reaſon; but 
muſt wait to ſee whether he docs or not. 

That an Obſervation of this Law will give 


as a high Degree of Happineſs, is certain; but 
| whether it is perfect, or imperfect, whether it 
does, or does not include all the Means to Hap- 
| pinels, we cannot poſſibly ſay, having no Evi- 
| dence on either Side @ priori. e OR 
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God may, for any Thing appears to the con. 
trary, make Diſcoverics to Man that humane 
Reaſon could not have attained to, from whence 
may ariſe new Duties, andan Increaſe of Happi- 
neſs ; as allo he may, ſeeing our Deviation from 
Reaſon, and the faral Conſequences of ir to us, find 
Methods to engage us to our Duty, which Man 
could not have thought of; and he may give new 
Motives to our Obedience, or direct us to Means 
which may help to be a Security of our Vir- 
A | 

From a Remembrance then of our own 

ailings, and God's Goodneſs, we are inclin d to 
hope for Aſſiſtance; but the Method of his 
aſſiſting us it is impoſlible to diſcover. 

Finding then, that the Law, Rule, or Reli. 
ion, diicoverable by the natural Faculties of all 
Men, is an imperfe& Law, Rule, or Religion, 
that it does not include all the Means to Hap- 

Mels; | | 
: And no Proof being offer'd why the Law, 
Rule, or Religion, diſcoverable by humane Rea- 
fon, though not by the Reaſon of every Man, is 
a perfect Law, Rule, or Religion, it follows, 
that what this ingenious Gentleman has ofter'd, 


will not overthrow What I advanced, which 


* * 


Was, | EL | 

That it does not appear diſagreeable to the 
Attributes of God for him to reveal to Mankind 
their natural Duties; nor, to aſſiſt them in the 
Performance of them, or reveal to them Truths 
not diſcoverable by humane Reaſon. 
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roceed we then, as we were going, to exa- 
mine into the Chriſtian Religion, and the Evi- 
dence of it. = FD 
Always remembering in our Search, a Caution 
which we (et out with, and that is, not to re- 
ceive any Thing as God's Word, which is not 
agreeable to his Nature or Attributes, whatever 
the pretended Evidences of it. 5 
articularly, even our own Senſes are to be 
diſtruſted when the Attributes of God are con- 
tradicted: For not theſe are ſo good Evidences to 
us of a tranſient Act, or Appearance of Things, 
as they are of God's Goodneſs, they being con- 
ſtant Evidences of this during our whole Exiſtence. 


Sri ri yi rr rs 
SECT. IX 
Enquiry the fourth. 


] HAT Evidence have we that the Chri- 
ſtian Religion is a divine Revelation? 
And in the firſt Place, is it worthy of God, 


and ſuitable to his Nature, and agrecable to that 


Scheme of natural Religion which we have al- 
ready founded on the Attributes of the Deity ? 
If it fails here, if it contradicts the Attributes, we 
Are not to receive it. 
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And in our Examination of this Point, we are 
to take in the whole Chriſtian Scheme. And 
as the Chriſtian Religion is founded upon one 
antecedent to it, namely, the Religion of the 
Jews, which it acknowledges to be divine; this 
allo muſt be brought to the Teſt. | 

And here we find, according to this whole 
Religion, (conſidering both as making one) that 
Man was form'd happy, placed in a Scat of Fe- 
licity, yet being a tree Agent liable to loſe his 
Happineſs. Ly 


And that God did not leave him to himſcl, 


but as ſoon as he had form'd him, kindly let him 
know the Terms on which he ſtood, how he 
would forfeit, and how preſerve his Happincſs. 
That, notwithſtanding Man had divine In- 
ſtruction, yet he abuſed his Liberty, and ſuffer'd 


the Conſequence. He ſinn'd, and was excluded 


from the Seat of his Felicity, and conſequently 
all Mankind was excluded from it with him. 
That God did not ſuffer Mankind to remain 
in this Condition, to ſpend a few Years here in 
Labour and Sorrow, and then to return to the 
Earth from whence they were taken, but hay- 
ing loſt their Happineſs on Earth, he made them 
capable of Happinets in the Heavens. 
And to the End they might not miſtake their 
Duty, and fall ſhort of Happineſs, God himſelf 
vouchſafed ro inſtruct them; he gave them di- 
vine Precepts; he ſent to them Preachers of 
Righteouſneſs; he warned them by Punithments 
on the Wicked, and by Deliverances of the 
Good; he layed a few righteous Perſons when 


a 
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he deſtroyed the reſt of the World; he gave a 
Law from Heaven writ on Tables of Stone, 
wherein was expreſſed our Duty to God and 
Man ; and he ſent a divine Perſon, his Son; to 
aſſume our Nature, and fer us a perfect Exams 
ple. And he accepts his perfect, for our im- 
perfect Righteouſneſs, provided we ſincerely eri- 


deavour to do our Duty, and heartily repent of 
all our Offences againſt him. 


Here is a Method for our Happineſs, which 
human Reaſon could not have contrived, but 
worthy of the divine Being, and ſuitable to his 
Attributes. God will forgive us our Offences 
againſt him, for the Sake of the perfect Righ- 
teouſneſs of Feſus Chriſt, provided we ſincerely 
repent of them, and endeayour to do our 
Dury. | 1 
We before, from the divine Goodneſs, hop'd 
for Pardon, but Reaſon could give us no Afſus 
rances of it. „ | 

And to enable us to imitate the perfect Ex- 
ample of this our Saviour, he gave us a Rule 


for our Conduct, agreeable to what we had be- 


fore diſcover'd from the Attributes, and to which 
if we faithfully attend, we cannot be miſtaken 
in our Duty. | 

I. With regard to our ſelves, we are com- 
manded to be temperate, ſober, and chaſte; 
every one to poſſeſs & his Veſſel in Sanctification 
and Honour, and to flee youthful Luſts, which 
war againſt the Soul. 
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66 Fugury into the Evidence 

2. With regard to others, we are commanded 
to invade the Rights of no Man; to render * to 
all their Dues; are ſhown what are thoſe Dues; 
and have a ſtrait Rule given us, Whereby to 
mealure our Actions to all Mankind, and that is, 
to do fo them b as we would they Should do ta 
Us, 

And we are not only required to do no In- 
jury, and to render unto all their Dues, but we 
are alſo commanded to do Good; told, that if 
we would be Diſciples of our Maſter, and inhe- 
rit the Bleſſing, we muſt be merciful, kind, ten- 
der-hearted, forbearing one another, forgiving © 
one anot ber, even as Ged for Chri/P S Sake has 
forgiven us; that, if we would be {et at the 
Right Hand of our Saviour when he judges all 
Men, we muſt Feed the Hungry d, cloath the Na- 
hed, wif it the Sick, comfort the Fatherleſs, the 
Stranger, and the W dow; that if we would 
have Tr eaſure in Heaven, we muſt give to the 
Poor; and if we would be Children of the mot 
High, we muſt reſemble him who does Good to all, 


le b his e Sun riſe on the Evil, and the 


Good, and ſendeth Rain on the Fuſt and the Unyuſt, 

And we are aſſur'd that unleſs the Motive to 
all our Charity be pure Benevolence, a ſincere 
Delight in the biappinels of our Fellow Crea- 
tures, not even our f whole Subſtance given to 


feed the Poor, will profit us any Thing. 


Rom: xiii. 17. Mat. vu. 12. c Eph. iv. 22, 23. 
Mat. xxv. 34. to the End. e Mat. v. 45. 
1 Cor. xili. 


The 
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3. In this Religion the Attributes of the Deity 


which we had diſcover'd by Reaſon, are declar'd 


to us, and our Duty to God is delivered agree- 


able to theſe Attributes. 

Here God is deſcribed an eternal s, unchangea- 
ble, almighty i, omnipreſent k  omniſcient', wiſe , 
holy", juſt”, good Þ Being; we are commanded 
to worſh1p, to obey, to fear, and to love him, 


and ar all Times to truſt in him. And we are 


inſtructed in the Times and Manner in which he 
will be worſhipp'd. 1 

Further, We have in this Religion Means for 
rhe Security of our Virtue. 
A Sabbath, or one Day in ſeven, is appointed 
wherein we are to reſt from our Labour, and 
remember God's Goodneſs in creating, and af- 
cerwards his Goodneſs in both creating and re- 
deeming us. 


Sacrifices and Ordinances are inſtituted under 


the Fewiſh Diſpenſation, by which that People 
were to be reminded of their Imperfections, their 
Sins, and their Dependency on the divine Be- 
ing; and Baptiſm, and the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper under the Chriſtian, in the one 
of which we are ſolemnly initiated into our Re- 
ligion, made Members of Chriſt's Church; and 
in the other we commemorate the Love of our 


8 Deut. xxxiii. 27. h Mat. iii. 6. tail i. 17. i Gen. 
* 1. Xxvili. 3: i. . k Palm exxxix. Prov. v. 21. 
v. 3. Heb. iv. 13, &c. Job xiii. 2. Plalm CxXxix, &c. 


n ? falm 2 5. Rom xi. 33. n If. Ivii. 15. Pſalm xcix. 3. 

& ciii. 1. & cxlv. 21, &c. cxi. 9. & Rev. Xlix. o If. xlv. 21. 
Zeph. iii. 5. Deut. i 18. Prov, xvi, 43. Pſalm IXxxix. 14. 
? 3 Chron. xvi. 34. Ezra iii. 11. Pfalm c. 5. cvi. 1. cvii. 1. 
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68 Enquiry into the Evidence 
Saviour, teſtify our ſelves to be his Diſciples, re- 
ceive Pardon of our Sins, and repeat our Pro- 
feſſions of conforming to his Laws. 
Laſtly, We are aſſured that the Soul of 
Man, his thinking Part, never dies, and that 
eternal Miſery will be the Portion of Vice, 
as well as cternal Happineſs of Virtue; that 
the Unclean, the Extortioners, and Unjuſt *, 
thoſe who ſſhut their Ears to the Cries of the 
Needy, ſhall go away into everlaſting Miſery, 
ut the Righteous into Life eternal +. 
From a Conſideration of the Nature of the 
Soul of Man, its Powers, and Properties, we 


found it reaſonable to conclude it not material, 


but of a Subſtance diſtinct from, ſuperior to, and 
more durable than the Body of Man; and 
that it ſhould be form'd for perpetual Exiſtence, 
js agreeable ro Reaſon; and if ſo, then it fol- 


lows, that when it is conſcious that it has abus'd 


its Powers, acted unſuitably to its Nature, and 
below other Beings, it will have paintul Reflec- 
tions during its Exiſtence, _ 

This Religion, then, appearing worthy of 
God, and ſuitable to his Nature, the next Que- 
ſtion is, What is the Evidence of it? For it 
will not follow that becauſe it is worthy of God, 
it is his Revelation, but it will follow, that it 
is rational for us to proceed in our En- 
qui. 5 
Me proceed then, to an Examination of 
the Evidence of the Chriſtian Religion, and in 


— 


* Gal. v. 19, 20, 21, + Mat, xxve 46. 
I | order 
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/ a drome Revelation. 
order to judge of it, think it firſt proper to con- 
ſider what kind of Evidence is to be expected; 
and ſuppoſing God would reveal himſelf, what 
Proof may we rationally expect him to give us 
of ſuch a Revelation? 

This is certain, if the Revelation is for the 
Benefit of all Mankind, and ought to be received 
as Truth by all thoſe to whom it is communi- 
cated, the Evidence of it ſhould be ſufficient to 
determine the rational Aſſent of all thoſe to 
whom it is communicated, as well thoſe who 


live after, as at the Time when ſuch a Revela- 


tion is given. The Chriſtian Religion, then, 
being of this Sort, (for the Benefit of all Man- 
kind, and requiring Belief from all thoſe to whom 
it is communicated) it ought to have ſuch an 
Evidence, as is ſufficient to determine the ra- 
tional Aſſent of all Men. 

Now then, we can think of no Evidence ſo 
certain to all Mankind, as that which is given 
in the Works of Nature; and it is reaſonable to 
expect that the ſupreme Being ſhould give Man- 
kind Evidence of his Will, after the ſame Man- 
ner as he gave them Evidence of his Exiſtence 
and Attributes, that is, in his Works. And as 
he led us to a Knowledge of his Being, or gave 
us Evidence of his Being, by the Works of Na- 
ture; ſo we may juſtly expect he would give us 
Evidence of his Will in the ſame Works, and by 
ſhewing his Power in Nature. And how is it 
that the ſupreme Being can give us Evidence of 
his Will in che Works of Nature? Why, as che 
Exiſtence of Things, and the conſtant, regular, 
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uniform Laws by which Bodies move or reſt 
are a Proof of an eternal, intelligent, &c. Be- 
ing; ſo a Change in theſe Laws would be an 
Evidence of his Will; and as no Being can 
change his Laws, he being ſole Lord of Nature, 
without his Conſent, and as he cannot conſent 
they ſhould be chang' d to give Evidence to Fal- 
ſhood, (for that would be to act in Oppoſition to 
his own Will) it follows, that a Change in theſe 
Laws is full Evidence that what is deliver'd, 
came from him. 

We call a Change in the Laws of Nature, a 
Miracle. = 

Now then, as it is rational to expect this E- 
vidence of a Revelation, ſo we find this is the 
Evidence pretended by thoſe who would preſs 
on us the Chriſtian Religion: We are then to 
examine, whether the Chriſtian Religion has this 
Evidence or not. And in this Search'we ought 
to be very careful, it being certain that if this is 
the Evidence to be expected, this is the Evidence 
that Counterfeits will pretend to be in Poſſeſſion 
of. 

In order then, to find whether the Laws of 
Nature were chang'd at the Promulgation of 
the Chriſtian Religion, we are to examine, 

1. Whether the pretended Facts are Changes 
in the Laws of Nature. | 

2. Whether there really ever were ſuch Facts. 

Now to know whether the pretended Facts 
are really Changes in the Laws of Nature, we 


muſt explain what we mean by the Laws 0 


N. ature, 
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That conſtant, regular, uniform Way, by 
which Bodies are determin'd to Motion or 
Reſt, and the conſtant, regular Connexions be- 
twixt certain known Cauſes and Effects, we 
call Laws of Nature. And when certain Bo- 


dies at Reſt, move without any external Force; 


when certain Bodies in Motion, move in a dif- 
ferent Manner from what they were ever known 
to move; when certain known Cauſes produce 
different Effects, from what they have been ever 
known to produce; different from what them- 
ſelves can produce the next Moment, and dif- 
ferent from what all others of a like Nature with 
themſelves ever can produce; then we may juſtly 
and properly ſay that the Laws of Nature are 
chang'd; that ſomething is effected which could 
not be effected naturally. 1 

A Miracle then being a Change in the Laws 
of Nature, in order to know that there is really 
a Miracle, tis neceſſary firſt to know the Laws 
of Nature; and it is impoſſible to prove the 
Laws of Nature are chang'd, unleſs we firſt 
know what are theſe Laws. Particularly, ſhould 
we ſee a new Appearance in the Heavens, we 
could not ſay that the Laws of Nature were 
chang'd; we know not all Nature, nor all the 
Laws or Powers of Bodies; and this might be a 


conſtant, regular Effect of a certain Cauſe, for 


any Thing we can ſay to the contrary. And 
Time may bring us to a Knowledge of the Cauſe 
of this Effect, as it has to a Knowledge of the 
Cauſe of Eclipſes, which have been, and per- 
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52 Enquiry into the Evidence 
haps yet may in ſome Places be ignorantly re- 
puted Miracles. 5 5 
t is evident then, that we muſt be fully ac- 
quainted with the conſtant, regular, uniform 
Determination of certain Bodies; the conſtant, 
regular Connexions betwixt certain known 
Cauſes and Effects; the Powers of certain Cau- 
ſes to produce certain Effects, and their natural 
Inability to produce certain other Effects, before 


we can ſay that the Laws of Nature are chan- 


- that there is not a natural Connexion 
twixt Cauſe and Effect, that is, that there is a 

Miracle. 1 5 
Thoſe who carry this Matter farther, and ſay 
we know not all the Laws of Nature, the Laws 
and Powers of Bodies, and conſequently cannot 
ſay that ever the Laws of Nature are chang d, 
argue not juſtly, It is not neceſſary that I know 
all the Laws of Nature, nor even all the Laws 
and Powers of any one Body, nor all the Ef- 
fects of certain Cauſes, to ſay that the Laws of 
Nature are chang d. There may be many Pow- 
ers in Bodies, and even in thoſe which we are 
moſt acquainted with, yet undiſcovered; and 
there may be many Effects not known by us, 
which may proceed from certain Cauſes: But 
then all Bodies of the ſame Nature will be mov- 
ed by the ſame Laws, and the ſame Cauſes will 
regularly and conſtantly produce the fame Ef- 
fects. But when Bodies move contrary to thoſe 
Laws, by which all Bodies of the ſame Nature 
move, contrary to thoſe by which _ 
ves 
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of the Chriſtian Religion. 73 
ſelves have hitherro moved; and when certain 
known Cauſes produce new Effects in ſingle In- 
ſtances, and ſuch Effects in which naturally there 
is no Connexion betwixt Cauſe and Effect; then 
we may juſtly ſay that the Laws of Nature are 
changed. And now having ſeen whar is a 
Change in the Laws of Nature, and that ſuch 
a Change is the Evidence to be expected of a 


Revelation, we proceed to examine the preten- 
ded Facts, and to fee whether theſe were Chan- 


in the Laws of Nature. 4 
And no ſooner do we examine, but we find 


the pretended Facts given in Evidence of the 


Chriſtian Religion, are of this Sort; and allow- 
ing the Facts, they are really Changes in the Laws 
of Nature. 0 

To inſtance, The Laws of Nature were chan- 
ged, when the Sic, Lame, Wither'd, Blind, 
Deaf, Dumb, were cured of all thoſe Maladies 
by the ſpeaking of a Word, by the rouching of 
Clothes, or by an Ointment made of Spittle 


and Clay; here was no natural Connexion be- 


twixt Cauſe and Effect, a Word, a Touch, Spit- 
tle and Clay will not naturally, by any Power of 


their own, reſtore Health, Limbs, Eyes. 


The Laws of Nature were chang'd, when 
Peter walk'd upon the Sea; the Sea will by no 
Power of its own ſupport walking Perſons, and 
in that Inſtance acquired a new Power, 

The Laws of Nature were chang'd, when 
Feſus raiſed Lazarus from the Dead by the 
ſpeaking of a Word; a Word will not natu- 
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54 Enquir) into the Evidence 
rally reſtore Life, nor do we know any Cauſe, 
except the divine Power, equal to that Effect. 

The Laws of Nature were chang' d, when 
Teſus ſhew'd himſelf alive after his Cruci- 
fixion. 

The Laws of Nature were chang'd, when 
Perſons {poke Languages they never learnt. 

But I need not inſtance farther; it is very 
evident, that if there really ever were ſuch Facts 
as theſe above- mention d, they were Changes in 
the Laws of Nature. We proceed then to the 
next Thing to be enquired after, which is, What 
is our Evidence of the Facts? 

In the firſt Place, then, we are to conſider, 
What is the Evidence to be expected: Now a 
Miracle being a Change in the Laws of Nature, 
it muſt be of the Eflence of a Miracle, that is 
to give Evidence, not to be frequent. The Rea- 
ſon is, we know nothing of the Laws of Na- 
ture 4 priori; and our whole Knowledge of 
theſe Laws muſt ariſe from long Obſervation 
and Experience, from ſeeing the conſtant, regu- 
lar, uniform Determinations of Bodies, the Pow- 
ers of certain Cauſes to produce certain Effects, 
and the Inability of ſuch Cauſes to produce cer- 
tain other Effects. Had we not then a long Ex- 

rience of the conſtant regular Determinations 
of Bodies, Powers of Cauſes, Sc. we could 
ſay nothing of a Miracle. And were Interrup- 
tions to the Laws of Nature frequent, we could 
not tell what were the Laws of Nature; and 
conſequently could not ſay that theſe Interrup- 
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tions were Miracles. (By the Way we may re- 
mark, that if God would reveal himſelf to Man 
ſoon after he had created him, Miracles would 
not then be an Evidence to him of a Revela- 
tion; and if the ſupreme Being would early 
communicate his Mind to Man, be muſt do it 
by Viſion and immediare Speaking to him. And 
as this was the Way according to the Chriſtian 
Scheme, that God did at firſt communicate his 
Will to Man, it reflects Credit upon that 
Scheme.) | | 
It is plain then, that *tis of the very Eſſence 


of a Miracle, that is to give Evidence, not to 


be frequent; and if fo, then hiſtorical Evidence 
is all the Evidence that {ome Perſons can ever 
have, that there really were any Miracles. The 
Queſtion then is, whether we have this Evi- 
dence? Whether we have Reaſon to believe that 
the Hiſtory of Jeſus and his Apoſtles is a true 
Hiſtory; that the Perſons who relate and bear 


Teſtimony to this Hiſtory, had full Knowledge 


of what they relate and bear Teſtimony to. 
And 

IJ. Were not deceived themſelves. 

IE. Were Men of Integrity, and did not t de- 
ceive others. 

In the firſt Place, if Perſons relate and bear 
Teſtimony to a Hiſtory of Facts, and pretend 
to be themſelves preſent at, Eye · witneſſes of, 
and concern'd in, thoſe Facts, and if the pre- 
tended Facts are of ſuch a Nature as to have 
laſting, viſible Effects; then it is Demonſtration 
that ſuch Perſons muſt have full Knowledge 

„ whether 
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756 Enquiry into the Evidence 
whether there ever were, or were not ſuch 
Facts, and conſequently could not poſſibly be de- 
ceived themiclves. 

2. It the ſame Perſons have been never known 
to fallify, or deceive in other Inſtances; if they 
have no Blot in their Characters; and to deceive 
us in this Inſtance is entirely contrary to their 
Intereſt; then we have Reaſon to think they do 
not deceive. us in it, but faichfully relate what 
they have Kno wiedge of. 

We are then, in the firſt Place, to examine 
whether the Perſons who relate and bear Te. 
ſtimony to the Hiſtory of. Jeſus and his Apo- 
ſtles, pretend to be themſelves preſent at, Eye- 
witneſſes of, and concern'd in, the Facts which 
they relate, and bear Teſtimony to, and whe- 
ther the pretended Facts had ſuch laſting viſible 
Effects, that they could not poſſibly be miſtaken 
concerning them, nor decciv'd themſelves. 

And here we find that theſe Perſons do actu- 
ally pretend to be themſelves preſent at, con- 
cern'd in, and Eye- witneſſes of, the Facts which 
they relate and bear Teſtimony to; and the pre- 
tended Facts had laſting, viſible Effects; ſo that 
they could not poſſibly be deccived themſelves, 
and not know whether there ever were, or were 
not ſuch Facts. 

Thus Matthew and John give us a Hiſtory of 
Facts, and pretend to be themſelves preſent at, 
concern'd in, and Eye- witneſſes of, thoſe Facts, 
and the pretended Facts had laſting, viſible Ef- 
fects; it is evident, then, that thele Perſons 2 

Ve 


beſides, publiſhes another Hiſtory of Facts, in | bil | 
Account he publiſhes, whilſt theſe Perſons were 1 


there had been no ſuch, or themſelves not Par- 


Life and Actions of Jeſus and his Apoſtles, yet 


| Suppolition of the Facts. wo” 


| Fude, Mark, Luke; the five firſt of which pre- 
tend ro be themſelves preſent at, Eyc-witnefles 


Things, 5 by his Authority and Commiſſion, 19 1 | 
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have full Knowledge whether there ever were, 
or were not, ſuch Facts. 

Again, two other Hiſtorians, called Mark 
and Luke, give us the fame Hiſtory ; ; and Luke 


which, Peter, ames, John, Paul, and 3 id 
Diſciples of Fe/us, were the chief Actors. This 


yet alive, and muſt have denied the Facts, if «af 


. Bs 8 8 bs 8 7 
. 8 q 


ries in the Impoſture. | 0 
Further, Tho' Matthew, Mark, Lak and _ 
John, only were the direct Hiſtorians of the 5 


* 
nh 


Peter, James, Joln, and Jude, according to i 

the Relation of the above-named Hiſtorilns, - 1 
were conſtant Attenders of Jeſus; and cheſe _ 
Perſons themſelves refer to the related Facts, in _ Ro 
their ſeveral Epiſtles to different Churches; and 
the whole that they write is grounded upon a 


We muſt reckon, then, as Atteſters of the 
Hiſtory of Jeſus, Matt hero, John, Peter, James, 


of, and concern'd in, the Facts which they re- 
late, and bear Teſtimony to; and Atteſters of _ 4 
the Hiſtory of the Apoſtles, Luke, Peter, Fames, v4 
John, and Paul. 9 9 
And as one Part of the Chriftian Hiſtory =. 
depends on the other Part of it, and Feſus's 5 
Diſciples, according to their own Account of 
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78 Enquiry into the Edideuce 


it is evident, that if they did not the Actions 
which they pretend they did, neither did He the 
Actions which they aſcribe unto him; and if he 
did not the Actions which they aſcribe to him, 
neither did they the Actions which they pretend 
they did; but it is impoſſible for Perſons to be 
deceiv'd in their own Caſe, and not know whe- 


ther they really do, or do not make the Lame 


walk, the Blind ſee, the Dead come to Life, Gc. 
conſequently all theſe Perſons muſt be grand 
Cheats if there were no ſuch Facts. | 
As to the common Objection of Enthuſiaſm, 
it can have no Weight here, the Things teſti- 
d by theſe Perſons, being of that Nature, that 


they could not poſſibly be deceiv'd concerning 


them: And though a warm Imagination may be 
fo far impos'd on, as to apprehend Viſions and 
Revelations when there are really no ſuch Things; 
yet no Perſons in their Senſes, no Perſons who 
can deliver to the World a conſiſtent Scheme of 
Moraliry, can be fo far deceived, as to imagine 
that they make the Blind ſee, the Lame walk, 
the Dead come to Life, or that they ſpeak in 
Languages which they never learnt, if chere 
were no ſuch Facts. | 
It is then beyond Contradiction evident, that 
the Perſons who relate, and bear Teſtimony to 
the Hiſtory of Feſus and his Apoſtles, had full 
Knowledge whether there ever were, or were 
not ſuch Facts as they relate and bear Teſtimony 
to, and conſequently were not deceiv'd them- 


ſelves. The next Thing then to be enquir d at- 
8 I 
| Ildly, If 
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Ildly, If they were ever known to falſify or 
deceive in any one Inſtance, and if. it was con- 
trary to their Intereſt to deceiye. 

I. In the firſt Place, then, they were never 
known to falſify or deceive in any one Inſtance ; 
they had no Blot in their Characters; and their 
very worſt Enemies could not reproach them with 


Immorality. 


ally, It was againſt their Intereſt to deceive. 
That to deceive, was contrary to their In- 
tereſt in this World, is evident, becauſe Perſe- 
cution and Death were the Conſequence of the 
Impoſture, if it was one. And that it was con- 
trary to all future Proſpects is evident, becauſe it 
is not poſſible for human Nature to have ſo ab- 


ſurd Notions of the Deity, as that his Favour 


is to be purchas d by inventing a Lie, and per- 
ſevering in it. Poſſibly, indeed, Perſons may 
have lied for God, that is, they may have ſup- 
ported a Cauſe which they apprehended ro be 
his, with Falſhood; but then, they thought it 
was really his Cauſe; and no Body has been ſo 
abſurd as to imagine, that the Favour of the De- 
ity is to be purchas d by inventing a Lie con- 
cerning Him, by aſſerting that to be his Caule, 


which they certainly know to be not ſo; which 


is lying not for, but againſt, in Oppoſition to 
If it be ſaid, That though it is true theſe Per- 
ſons acted contrary to worldly Intereſt, yet they 
might have another Notion of Things at firſt, 
and that particularly Jeſus, the Ring- leader of 


this Se, deſign d making himſelf a King; and 


that 
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80 F{4ngquiry into the Evidence 
that after his Deceaſe his Diſciples acted upon 
the ſame worldly Motives. I anſwer, It no where 
appears that Jeſus deſign'd making himſelf a 
King; on the contrary, He conſtantly diſclaim'd 
whatever tended that Way, and declar'd chat 
his Kingdom was not of this World. And as to 
his Diſciples, whatever Notion they at firſt 
might have of worldly Advancement, yet the 
repeated Declarations of their Maſter, his igno- 
minious Death and Sufferings, and their own cruel 
Freatment in the World, fully appriz'd them of 
what they were to expect on Earth, and that 
Bonds, Perſecution, Hatred of all Men, and 
Death, were to be the only Portions they were 
in this World to expect. | ns 
Again, What View to worldly Advancement 


had Paul, a learned and ingenious Man, in good 


Repure in his own Nation, and who well knew 


whar Fate the Spreaders of Chriſtianity were to 


expect, from the Part he had acted towards 


them? 1 


But to put this Matter out of Queſtion, what- 
ever Proſpect of worldly Intereſt Perſons may 
have living, they can have none dying: Thelc 


Perſons ſeal'd their Teſtimony with their Blood, 


and laid down their Lives to confirm the Truth 
of what they deliver d. 

Now the Queſtion is, What could make them 
behave after this Manner? Our Reaſoners tell 
us, That every Effect muſt have a neceſſary Cauſe, 
and a Cauſe ſuited to the Effect. Let them then 
tell us what is the neceſſary Cauſe of this Ef- 
fect, and what could be the Motiye to ſo many 

| 7 Perſons 
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Perſons to ſuffer not only Perſecution, but Death, 
for the Sake of a known Falſhood. Here they 
renounce Earth; and if they have a Thought of 
Heaven, they renounce this too. In this Caſe 
they muſt chuſe Pain, as Pain, and renounce 
Pleaſure as ſuch ; which yet it will not be al- 
low'd that any Man is capable of doing. 

If it be ſaid that they were Atheiſtical Perſons, 
diſbeliev d a God, and conſequently had no fu- 
ture Proſpects; then I aſk, What made them 
renounce this World? If it be ſaid they beliey'd 
a God, and their own future Exiſtence, then I 
demand how they came to renounce his Fayour 
for nothing; how they came knowingly and 
purpoſely to purchaſe Miſery in the next World, 
with Miſery in this? 

Tf it be yet objected, Thar after they had once 
publiſhed their Story, (whatever was their Mo- 
tive of doing it) Pride made them reſolutely ad- 
here to it. I anſwer, When we argue that a 
certain Behaviour is the Effect of Pride, we 
ſhould either ſhew from the Nature of Pride 
that it may have ſuch an Effect, or give Exam- 


ples where there really has been ſuch Pride in 
the World. But if we can do neither of theſe, 


(as moſt certainly in the preſent Caſe we can- 
not) then we cannot argue that the Behaviour 
of theſe Perſons was the Effect of Pride. 


Tr is true that many Perſons have laid down 


their Lives for erroncous Opinions, but then it 
muſt be remembred, that theſe ſuffer d for Error 


as Truth; but we find no Inſtances where ſe- 


veral Perſons have agreed to lay down their 
| — + Lives 
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82 Enquiry into the Evidence 
Lives to maintain a known Cheat and Falſhood, 
without any Proſpect of Intereſt or Gratification 


to themſelves. Criminals will die with a Lie in 
their Mouth, but ir is in Hopes of ſaving their 
Lives, their Reputations, or Eſtates ; and they 
don't perſevere in a Cheat, without a Motive to 
It. | 
And what yet ſtrengthens the Evidence that 
theſe Perſons were not Deceivers, is the great 
Number of them; and if it is irrational to think 
that one Perſon would lay down his Life to 
maintain a known Falſhood, it is yet more irra- 
tional to think that many Perſons ſhould agree 
to do it; that they ſhould be true to Falſhood, 
and to each other. And indeed conſidering the 
Nature of Mankind, their Deſire of Life, Aver- 
ſion to Pain, and Love of Pleaſure, tis no leſs 
than Demonſtration that theſe Perſons did not 
die to maintain a known Cheat. 
To conclude this Head, No greater Evidence 
can be given of any Propoſition, than the Na- 
ture of that Propoſition will admit; and when a 
Propoſition has the higheſt Evidence that can be 
given to it, it ought to be receiv'd as Truth, or 
all Propoſitions of the ſame Nature that have 
only rhe ſame, or a leſs Evidence, to be rejected 
as Falſhood. No higher Evidence can be given 
that any Perſons are Perſons of Integrity, and do 
not deceive us, than we have that thoſe who 
relate and bear Teſtimony to the Hiſtory of Je. 
fas and his Apoſtles, are Men of Integrity, and 
do not deceive us. Conſequently we cannot ra- 
tionally 
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- tionally receive any Hiſtory, and reje& that which 
they deliver'd to us. 

As to the Point, Whether thoſe who relate 
and bear Teſtimony to the Hiſtory of Feſus and 
his Apoſtles, did give this Evidence of their In- 
tegrity, and lay down their Lives for the Sake 


of what they deliver'd; this is out of Queſtion 


with all: And the Sufferings and Death of the 
Founders of Chriſtianity, was fo open, and pub- 
lick, fo circumſtantiated, has ſuffer d ſo many 
Reproaches, and ſtands in ſo many Records, 
that the greateſt Oppoſers of this Religion have 


not been hardy enough to deny it: And it can 


no more be doubted, that the Founders of Chri- 
ſtianity ſuffer d and died for it, than it can be 
doubted whether there were ſuch Emperors as 
Tiberius, Nero, Trajan, &c. in whoſe Times 
they ſuffer d, &c. Ex | 

We have then the higheſt Evidence the Na- 
ture of the Propoſition will admit, that the Per- 
ſons who relate and bear Teſtimony to the Hi- 
ſtory of Feſus and his Apoſtles, had full Know- 
ledge of what they relate and bear Teſtimony to, 
and were not deceiv d themſelves; and alſo that 
they were Men of Integrity, and did not de- 


ceive others, Then it follows, that the Hiſtory 


which they deliver d ought to be receiv'd as a 
true one. 
But farther, We have not only the Teſtimony 


of theſe Perſons for the Truth of the Facts, but 


we haye likewiſe other collateral Evidence and 
Circumſtances, | 
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84 Enquiry into the Evidence 

Thus thoſe who diſpute about the Facts, and 
pretend that they were not true Miracles, ac- 
knowledge the Facts. 

Thoſe who aſcribe them to diabolical Power, 
acknowledge the Facts; here then is the Teſti- 
mony of Enemies. 

Again, The pretended Facts were of ſuch a 
Nature, and had ſuch laſting viſible Effects, that 
every Body who lived at the Time when they 
were pretended to be done, had Opportunity to 
inform chemſelves concerning the Truth of them. 
Thus the meaneſt Perſon, if he had not himſelf 
been preſent, might eaſily have inform'd himſelf 
whether Jeſus open'd the Eyes of the Blind; 
rais'd Lazarus from the Dead ; and whether 
Peter and John had made a Cripple, who had 
lain a long Time at the Gare of the Temple, 
walk. They might have had the Teſtimony of 
a Thoufand People, if they had not had that of 
their own Eyes, that one had been blind, another 
lame; and could themſelves examine how far 
theſe Cures were wrought, and if Lazarus had 

been dead, and was then alive. | 
And ſince it is of the Eflence of a Miracle 
that is to be an Evidence to us, that the Laws 
of Nature be chang'd in ſuch Inſtances, where 
we have a full Knowledge of the Laws of Na- 
ture, it is evident that Cheats are liable to be 
diſcover'd; and the moſt illiterate Perſon knows 
the Laws and Powers of ſome Bodies, and Cau- 
ſes; particularly, he knows that Spittle and Clay 
will not open the Eyes of the Blind; nor the 
ſpeaking of a Word raiſe the Dead to Life, con- 
: _— ___ ſequenty 
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ſequently has it in his Power to examine whe- 
ther there be a Miracle or not. | 
Again, The great Number of Converts to 


Chriſtianity in the Time of the Apoſtles, is an 


Evidence of the Facts. 6 | 

Thar there were a vaſt Number of theſe car- 
ly Converts, is by none diſputed; and it is in- 
credible that ſo many Perſons ſhould imbark in 
a Religion contrary to all worldly Intereſt, if 


they had not thoroughly examin'd the Facts on 


which this Religion was founded. True, vaſt 
Numbers of Converts have been made to falſe 
Religions, but with this Difference from the 
preſent Caſe; theſe Religions had the Support of 
worldly Power, and the embracing of them 


ſuited worldly Intereſt. But there are no Inſtan- 


ces, where a vaſt Number of Perſons imbark d 
in a Religion contrary to both theſe; a Religion 
which propos d no other worldly Preferment to 
its Followers, than Bonds, Stripes, and Death; 
which gave no Relief from Perſecution in one 
City, but Flight into another ; and which ſtood 
charg d with this fright ful Motto, Take up your 
Croſs and follow me. It could be only the Evi- 
dence of this Religion, which made ſo many 
Perſons engage in it under fuch diſadyantageous 
Circumſtances. | oy | 

Again, No Inſtances of Cheat or Impoſture 
being found with regard to the pretended Facts, 
it is an Evidence on the Side of the Facts. 
We do not ſay, that the not diſcovering of 


a Cheat, is an Evidence that there is no ſuch; 
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| 86 _ FZngury intothe Evidence 
for then it would follow, that there could be no 
j fuch Thing as a Cheat undiſcovered ; but we ; 
ſay, and juſtly, that when many Perſons are en- 
N gaged to ſearch out a Cheat, their not finding 
any is a probable Argument that there is none 
to find. 
Here was the Jew, to the laſt Degree ten- 
cious of his Law and Modes of Worſhip, which 
every Day were loſing ground by the increaſe 
of Chriſtianity; the new Converts, whole Diſ- 
covery of a Fraud would have reſtored them 
again to the World, and whatever was dear in 
it; and the Pagan, utter Enemy to the ſetting 
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oj 


Wy 
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Pi up of what he call'd New Gods; all endeavour- | 
1 ing to detect the Impoſture. One Argument 
14 for the Facts then is, they ſtood the Examina- , 
| tion of a vaſt Number of Perſons, whoſe In- 
14 tereſt it was to detect them. 1 
. Taſtly, conſidering the ſelfiſh, and worldly N 
1 Views of all Impoſtors, and the corrupted State 1 
1 of natural Religion at the Time when the Go- | ' 
| ſpel was deliver'd, it ſeems utterly impoſſible | 
i that this Goſpel ſhould come from ſuch Per- 0 
5 8 0 
| 4 This is certain, Impoſtors have always worldly | 
[tf and felfiſh Views when they indeavour to impole Wh 
on Mankind. And the particular Motives to the | 
7 F Deceits of every Impo OT, who has yet ap- 1 
pear'd in the World, may be traced out d po- [ 
leriori from his Religion. 1 
5 But from the Religion given us by Feſ#s and £ 
[if his Apoſtles, no worldly, or felfiſh Views arc 9 
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to be traced out in its Founders, All is agreea- 
ble to the divine Attributes; and from the End 
of this Religion, its Doctrine and Precepts, we 
aſcend to the divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 


the only Cauſes that appear equal to ſuch an 
Effect. | 


And when we conſider how illiterate theſe 


| Perſons were; how low their Station in the 
World; and their Want of Opportunities to 


deceive; this Argument will receive farther 


Again, a Conſideration of the corrupted State 
of natural Religion at the Time when the Go- 


ſpel was deliver'd, gives us farther Reaſon to 


believe that this Goſpel came from God. 
The Teachers amongſt the Jews had very 


much corrupted natural Religion by their Tra- 


ditions. They laid a great Streſs on the Cere- 
monials of the Law, and neglected that, for which 


alone the Ceremonials were inſtituted. They 


made a Gift ro God ſtand in the room of their 


natural Duty to their Parents; and a punctual 


Payment of Tithe in Trifles, excuſe a Neglect 
of the weightier Matters of the Law, Judgment, 
Juſtice, and Mercy. 

Thus ſtood the Caſe with the Teachers: How 
then muſt it be with the Taught? Could the 1I- 
literate, when their natural Notions were cor- 
rupted, when led backward from Truth, under- 
ſtand more than thoſe who fate in Moſess Chair: 


This can hardly be thought poſſible. Conſider 


the State of the Jews, when Jeſus appear d, and 
read the Sermon on the Mount, and then judge 
3 whether 
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88 Fngquiry into the Evidence 
whether this was the Performance of a Man, 
who had all his Teaching from the Scribes and 
Phariſees. 5 FOR : = 

We have then the higheſt hiſtorical Evidence, 
which is all the Evidence we poſſibly can have 
in the preſent Caſe, of the Truth of the pre- 
rended Facts; and we muſt, if we are conſiſtent 


with ourſelves, either receive this Evidence, and 


acknowledge the Facts, or receive no hiſtorical 
Evidence, and acknowledge no Facts but what 
ourſelves are Witneſſes of. 

I now but put the Chriſtian Hiſtory, as to 
Evidence, equal with other Hiſtories, which we 
every Day receive as true ones, and act upon the 
Suppoſition of their being ſuch; but we may 
fairly carry the Argument farther, and ſay, that 
we have no Hiſtory which has ſuch Teſtimony, 


which was deliver'd, and witneſſed by ſo many 


Perſons, preſent at, and concern'd in the Facts 
which they deliver, and bear Teſtimony to; and 
where the Hiſtorians and Witneſſes gave ſuch 
Evidences of their Integrity; and which beſides 
is confirm'd by ſo many collateral Evidences. 


C O far then the Chriſtian Religion. is right 


as to the Matter which ir contains, and 

as to the Manner in which it is deliver'd; it at 
reſent ſtands worthy of God, and is ſupported 
by the beſt Hiſtorical Evidence; but ſtill we find 
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Objections againſt ir, which come now to be 


conſider'd. | 

And F:rft, it is objected that Feſus, the Au- 
thor of of this Religion pretends to be prophe- 
cied of in the Few:/ſh Books; that he ſays, the 


Scriptures * teſtify of him, that Moſes + wrote 


of him, that had the Jets believed Moſes, they 
would have believed him, for he wrote of him; 


but, that it does not appear that the Scriptures 


* 


quently he is an Impoſtor. 

Now then, we ſo far agree wich the Ob- 
jector, as to acknowledge that Jeſis pretends 
to be prophecied of in the Few!/2> Books; and 
that if it appears, that theſe Books do not fore- 


teſtify of him, that Mojes wrote of him: Conſe- 


tel him he is not to be received as a Teacher 


from God. We proceed then to examine this 
Point, whether he is really forerold in the Fe- 
% Books or not; and in order to it muſt a 


little conſider the Nature, End, and Evidence of 


Prophecy. ü 

When the divine Being, by the Mouth of a 
Perſon is pleaſed to foretel future Events, the 
foretold Events are call'd Prophecies, and the 
Perſon who foretels them a Prophet. 

If the divine Being is pleaſed to inſtruct a 
Perſon to foretel future Events, that is, to pro- 
phecy, it is for ſome good End, either for the 
Sake of the Generation when the Prophecies are 


deliver d, or that when they ſhall be fulfill d. 


* John v. 39- John v. 46. 
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go Enquiry into the Evidence 
If Prophecies are deſign d for the Sake of the 


Generation when they are deliver'd, then muſt 


the Evidence of them attend their Delivery, and 


God give his People Aſſurance, that what is 
then Ea ſhall ſurely come to paſs. As thus, 
if God deſigns to comfort a Nation in Diſtreſs, 
or Sorrow, by foretelling future Eaſe and Deli- 
verance to them, or their Poſterity; then does 
he give that People Aſſurance that the Things 
promiſed or foretold ſhall certainly come to 
als. | = 
: If Prophecies are deſign'd for the Sake of the 
Generation when they ſhall be fulfill'd, then 


muſt the Evidence of them attend their Com- 


pletion, and the Event agrecing with antece- 


dent Deſcriptions of ir, muſt give Evidence to 
thoſe Deſcriptions that they came fron. God, 
and that it was by him that the Event was 
foretold. 


Now, though all future Events can only be 


known, or foretold by God, yet it will not fol- 
low that all Events which agree with antece- 
dent Deſcriptions of them, give thoſe Deſcrip- 
tions the Evidence of Prophecy. Many Perſons 
from a Knowledge of Cauſes, may foretel fu- 
ture Events; not certainly, becauſe there are fu- 
ture Contingences which no Man can foreſee, 


but probably, and what they foretel frequently 


comes to paſs; and alſo antecedent Deſcriptions 
of Events, when it is in humane Power to ful- 


fil them, may come to paſs from a Belief that 
they are Prophecies; the Actions of Men being 
greatly affected by their Imaginations, and a - 
F ic 
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lief that a Thing will arrive, being often a 


Means to make it do fo; or, they may come to 
pals from a Deſire to have them received as 


Prophecies; and Perſons may fulfil them, be- 


cauſe they would be accounted to be foretold 
by God. 1 — 5 
But though theſe are Caſes in which an E- 


vent agreeing with an antecedent Deſcription 


of it will not give Evidence to that Deſcription 


that it came from God, yet in many others it 
will, and particularly, it will in the following 


ones. 

Firſt, If the Event foretold depends not on 
natural Cauſes, but comes to paſs contrary to 
the Courſe of Nature, we are ſure that the fore- 
telling of it was Prophecy: For as no Being can 
change the Laws of Nature but the Lord of it, 
ſo can no Being foretel theſe Changes but him. 
In this Caſe there is the higheſt Evidence of 
Prophecy. | 

Secondly, If the Event foretold depends on 
natural Cauſes, yet if foretold long before it ar- 
rives, and it is not in humane Power upon a 
Knowledge of the antecedent Declaration to 
bring it to paſs; then chat antecedent Declara- 
tion is to be look'd on as a Prophecy, ſince no 
Being but him who was the Framer of Nature, 
and who gave to all Beings, and Things Ex- 
iſtence, can foreſee a Train of Events to come, 
and what ſhall be brought to paſs according to 
the Courſe of Nature. fe np 

Thirdly, If foretold Events depend on natu- 
ral Cauſes, and it is in humane Power to fulfil 

MN-z - ahem. 
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them, yet if the Time for thoſe Events is limi- 
ted, and the Perſons who fulfil them are igno- 
rant of them, then the foretelling ſuch Events 
is to be received as Prophecy: Future Times, 
and Seaſons, and the Order of Events to come, 
being only known to him who appointed Suc- 
ceſſions of Events, and allotted to every Thing 
that exiſts, its Duration, and particular Place i in || 
* the Succeſſion of Beings or Things. 

Fourthly, If ſeveral Events are foretold which 
concur, and ſuit with each other, in order to \ 
ſome viſible End or Deſign, the foretelling ſuch f 

\ 
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Events muſt be acknowledg'd to be Prophecy, 


= ſince that Being alone who framed, and fitted 

; bi Beings, and Things to each other, in order to 
= the Preſervation or Happineſs of the whole Sy- 1 
- 1 ſtem of created Beings, can forętel concurring k 
= | Events. 1 
= : And now having a little conſider'd the Na- t 
2 ture, End, and Evidence of Prophecy; and given | 
5 ſome Inſtances, wherein Events give Evidence to ti 
= antecedent Deſcription of them that they came ft 
= from God, we piocced to ſee whether eus tl 
4 makes out his Claim, and fulfils Prophecies. tl 
And Firſt, we are to obſerve that as Prophe- t 


cy may be given for the Sake of the Genera- E 
tion when it is deliver'd, as well as for that 
when it ſhall be fulfill'd, it follows that if Je 


v 
only anſwers Deſcriptions in the Feriſh Books, C 


1 though ſuch as conſider'd ſingly would receive . r: 
1 no Evidence from their Completion, he makes E 
| our his Claim to Gentile as well as Jew, and W ti 


ought to be receiy'd by both, as that Perſon he 
pretended to be. The 
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The Caſe is, he had the Evidence of Mira- 
cle and wanted no other; but he muſt anſwer 
antecedent Deſcriptions in the Jewiſſi Books, 
becauſe he ſays he does; if then he anſwers ſuch 
Deſcriprions, his Evidence from his Miracles is 
in full Force, and on their Account alone he 
ought to be received as a Teacher from God by 
all Men. 

Secondly, If he anſwers Deſcriptions in the 
Fewiſh Books, though ſuch as conſider'd ſingly 
would receive no Evidence of coming from God 
from their Completion, yet then has he to the 
Jews, who acknowledge thele Deſcriptions di- 
vine, the Evidence of Prophecy. 

For, as theſe Deſcriptions muſt belong to that 


Perſon whom they ſuit, if the Fews acknow- 


ledge they are Prophecies, then they alſo muſt 


acknowledge the Perſon who fulfils them fore- 


told by God. 


Thirdly, If he anſwers antecedent Deſcrip- 


tions, Which receive Evidence that they came 
from God, from their Completion, then has he 
the Evidence of Prophecy to all Men; and if 
that which is foretold concerning hiin be above 


the Power of Nature, then has he the higheſt 


Evidence of Prophecy. 

And now having given ſome Inſtances in 
which Fe/us muſt be allow'd to make out his 
Claim, we proceed to examine whether he does 


really make it out; that is, we proceed to an 


Examination of the Fewiſ Books, and as he Par- 


ticularly claims to be foretold by Moſes, Mo Nes 
we will in the rt Place examine. 
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94 Euquiry into tie Evidence 
And here we find that Maſes declares that 


a Prophet ſhall ariſe with theſe Characters, l 
A Man raiſed up amidſt his Brethren *. 
And like unto b Moſes. F 
Thar he ſhould have this Office, to be in the FT 
Place of God, and ſpeak the Words of his HE. 
Mouth: I will © put my Words into his Mouth, WU © 
and he ſhall ſpeak unto them all that I ſhall i © 
command him. | | A 


And alſo that a Puniſhment ſhould attend the 1 
not hearkening to him, And it ſhall d come to 0 
paſs, that whoſoever will not hearken unto my 
Words which he ſhall ſpeak in my Name, I will h 
require it of him. | li 

And thar the Evidence which ſhould be given a 
him whereby the People ſhould know that what 1 
he ſpake was really the Words of God, ſhould i b 
be this, ſpeaking in the Name of the Lord, and 0 
having the Thing which he ſpeaks follow. and 0 
come to pals. When a Prophet ſpeaketh in 
the Name of the Lord, if the Thing follow not, b 
nor come to paſs, that is the Word which the 0 
Lord hath not ſpoken. CY” b. 
We are then to obſerve concerning this Pro- 


phet. vi 
1. That he was to deliver ſomething of K 
eat Importance, what he was to deliver be- Y 

ing called the Words of God's Mouth, and a Pe- rc 

nalry being annex'd to the not hearkening T 

to it. | ot 
t 
a Deut. xviii. 15. d =xviii. 15. e XViii. 18. 

4 —xXVill. 19. e —XViji. 22. 


2, That 


f the Chriſtian Religion. 95 

2. That a particular Evidence was to be given 
to him. . 

3. That the particular Evidence to be given 
him was to be given for a particular End. and 
| KW l[ntent, namely, as a Mark by which the Peo- 
ple ſhould know that what had been delivered 
do them by this Prophet was really che Words 
of God. And if thou ſay * in thy Heart, How 

| ſhall we know the Word which the Lord hath 


er ſpoken? When a Prophet ſpeaketh in the : 
* Name of the Lord, &c. 9 : 
y 4. That ſomething new, ſomething which .- 
bad not been delivered before, was to be de- 0 
livered by this Prophet, there being no need of 3 
n any particular Evidence, or any Evidence at all : * f 
r to be given to what had been before delivered 
4 by Moſes; this having already had the Evidence 1 
d of Miracle. Neither would the People aſk, or = 
d God promiſe to give any more Evidence to this. 
I It follows then, that the Prophet deſcribed oe 
f by Moſes could not poſſibly be, as ſome imagine, ..- 
* only certain Perſons who were to tell what was 9 
N become of loſt Goods, Sc. becauſe, 
wy 1. There manifeſtly was no Need of any E- = 
vidence to be given, whereby the People ſhould = 
0 know, that certain Perſons were able to tell them 1 
e. what was become of their loſt Goods, but their 1 
. rally telling what was become of them, the = 
ng Thing proving itſelf. And to ſuppoſe that any = 
other Evidence was promiſed to {uch Perſons, is \. 
to ſuppoſe that an Evidenee was promiſed which = 
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96 Enquiry into the Evidence 
could not poſſibly be of any Service to thoſe to 
whom it was promiſed : For if upon their applying 
to a certain Perſon to reſtore them their loſt Goods, 
this Perſon did reſtore them, there wanted no 
Evidence of his Ability to do it; and if he did 
not reſtore them, no Evidence would perſuade 
them that he did, or that he was a proper Per- 
ſon to be apply d to on ſuch Occaſions. And 


to ſuppoſe that the only Evidence promiſed 
whereby the People ſhould know, that certain 


Perſons were able to reſtore them their loſt 5 


Goods, was really reſtoring of them, appears 
from God's Anſwer to it an impoſſible Suppo- 
ſition: For in that Caſe, the Enquiry put by 
God into the Mouth of the People would be 
this, How ſhall I know who ſhall be able to tell 


me what 1s become of my loſt Goods? God's An- 


(wer, He that does tell you what is become of 
them is able to do it. 8 

Secondly, It was to be required of them if 
they did not hearken to this Prophet, which 
could not poſſibly have been the Caſe, if his 
Buſineſs had only been to tell what was become 
of loſt Goods; it being manifeſtly no Crime not 
to ſeek to, and hearken to this Sort of Perſons, 
who at beſt were only tolerated by the true 
God to keep his People from ſeeking to falſe 
ONES. 

And Thirdly, The timing of this Promiſe, as 
well as the Penalty annnexed to the not re- 
cciving the Words of this Prophet, as the Word: 
of God's Mouth, ſhews, that what he was to dc- 
liver was of much more Importance to Man- 

= of 2s kind, 
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kind, than only telling them win was become 
of their loſt Goods. 

Thus, When the People were frighted at the 
Manner in which God had delivered the Law, 
and ſaid, Let me not hear again the Voice of 
the Lord my God, neither let me ſee this great 
Fire any more, that I die not: God anſwered, 
They have b well ſpoken that which they have 
ſpoken. (Their Requeſt is what I approve of.) 
[ will raiſe them up a Prophet from among their 
Brethren, like unto thee, and will put my Words 
in his Mouth, and he ſhall ſpeak unto them all 
that I ſhall command him. (When I again de- 
liver new Commands unto the People, I will 
{peak unto them in the Perſon of a Man like 


unto Thee.) And it ſhall come to paſs that who- 


ſoever will not hearken to my Words, which he 


ſhall ſpeak in my Name, Iwill require it of Pim. 
( Whoever does not hearken to the Words of 
this Prophet as to the Words of God, I will 
puniſh his Disbelief.) But tbe Prophet Who 
ſhall preſume to ſpeak a Word in my Name, 
which have not commanded him to ſpeak, or » that 
ſhall ſpeak in the Name of other Gods, even that 
Prophet Hall die. (An Impoſtor, one who hall 
preſume to give Laws in my Name without my 
Commiſſion or one who ſhall draw my Peo- 


ple into Idolatry, ſhall be put to Death.) And 


if thou ſay in thy Heart, How ſhall we know toe 
Word which the Lord hath not ſpoken ? (It God 


a Deut. xviii. 16. Exod. 20. 9. 


b Deut. xvili. 17, &c. 
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will require it of me if I don't hearken to this 
Prophet, or if I hearken ro a Deceiver, you 
muſt tell me how I may infallibly know the 
onc from the other.) Why, thus ſhall ye know 
an Impoſtor, When a Prophet ſpeaketh in the 
Name of the Lord, if the Thing follow not, nor 
come to paſs (if God does not bear him wit- 


nels by ſome extraordinary Sign) that is the a 
Thing which the Lord hath not ſpoken. 7 

Now then that the Thing which was to 0 
follow or come to paſs was ſome extraordinary ; 


Sign, ſomething Miraculous, is certain; other- 
wile the Prophet, which was to be hearken'd 7 
ro; could not have been diſtinguiſhed from an 
Impoſtor; and if the Thing which was to come 
to pals could be effected by human Power, an 
Impoſtor might paſs for the Prophet. * 

Ir is evident then that the Prophet, who M 
ſhould be hearken'd to in all that he ſhould * 
deliver, was to have the Evidence of Miracles, M 
the Evidence which Mes had, whom it was W 
promiſed: he ſhould reſemble. 40 


Now then we are to fee, whether Mefes's a 
Characters of a Prophet, and the promiſed M. 
Evidence meet in Jeſus, and whether we have 1 
Reaſon to think him that Prophet whom 
Moſes deſcribes. ee Ms 

He is raiſed up from amidſt his Brethren. Evi 

He reſembles Moſes in the working of Mi- Art 
ces. FP 

He delivered a Doctrine worthy of God and Fe 


ſuitable to his Nature. 


22 
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And he ſpake in the Name of the Lord, and 
the Thing which he ſpake, followed and came to 
paſs; He work'd Miracles. What hinders then 
that Zeſus is not acknowledged as the Prophet 
foretold by Moſes ? - 

See his own Claim and Argument. The 
Works that I do, à bear witneſs of me that the 
"ather. hath ſent me. The Father b that ſent 
me, beareth witneſs of me. The Works that I 
do in my Pather's Name, they bear witneſs of 
me. Tf I do not the Works of my Father, * be- 
lieve me not. But if I do, though ye believe not 
me, believe the Works, that ye may know and be- 
heve that the Father is in me, and J in him. 
Believe me for the very © Works Sake. If I had 
* nof done among them the Works which none 
other Man did, they had not had Sin. (If my 
Miracles, my Evidence from God, had nor been 
more clear, more convincing than any other 
Man's, who has ever yet appeared in the 
World, their Infidelicy had not been fo unpar- 
donable.) Again, 8 Do not think that I will 
accuſe you ; there is one that accuſeth you, even 
Moſes in whom ye truſt; for had ye believed 
Moſes, ye would have believed me, cc. 

Here then, in Jus, is the very Prophet 
Moſes deſcribes, and in his Miracles the very 
Evidence Moſes promiſed ; both Character and 
Atteſtation anſwer in every Point and Cir- 


a John v. 36. b John viii. 18. © John x. 25. 
John x. 37, 38. © John XIV; i» f John xv. 
22, & 24. g John v. 45, & 45. 

| Oz cCcummſtance, 


4 
* 
2 
9 

Ck 
45 

" 

W 

- 

4 

SE 


8 


* 
1 


FR A 
MT, 


HS 2 
ee 
D LICE 


ON, 
* 


*- 


5 


A 


3 


— 22 


— — — 


= - * ap * 
— e „ 
— on A EEE 


WE 


- 


2 
—— — 


4 


A 


n 


rr 


. 


. 


BODE AS <7, * A 


2 


Lin. 6. 


— — wages 
* 


1 
— 


— 
— — 
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cumſtance; and he has a Right to be acknow- 
ledged as that Prophet which Moſes forc- 
told. | 

We ſee, not only Jeſus applies this Pro- 
2 to himſelf, but allo * Peter and b Stephen 

ly it to him, and argue with the Fews that 
it is fulfill'd. 5 | 

If it ſhould be faid, falſe Prophets may do 


Signs and Wonders, or work Miracles, other- 


wife the Fews could not have been cauti- 
on'd not to be deceived by ſuch Means, and 
conſequently, that whatever can be a poſſible 
Character of a falſe Propher, cannot be the 
Evidence of a True one: 

I anſwer, falle Prophets can never work 
Miracles; and as no Being can change the 
Laws of Nature without the Conſent of the 
Lord of it; fo cannot he conſent to the chang- 
ing of his Laws to give Evidence to Falſhood, 
tor that would be to act in Oppoſition to him- 
ſelt. | 

© But Impoſtors may to ſome Perſons appcar 
to work Miracles; they may by a Knowledge 
of certain Powers of Nature, of which the 
Vulgar are Ignorant, ſeem to them to do 
Things above the Power of Nature; and on 
that Account there is need of. Caution againſt 
them. | 

If it is yet urged that theſe Words of Mzje 
are not applicable to Jeſus only, but to all 


a Acts ili. 22. 
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give Jeſus; and whilſt he works Miracles, and 
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other Prophets who work Miracles; I anſwer, 
they are in all Parts only applicable ro Jeſus, 
as appears not only from the Jeiſh Hiſtory, 


bur alſo from the Confeſſion of one of their own 


Prophets in the Time of * Ezra, ſince. which 
there is no Pretence that any Perſon has ap- 
pear'd like unto Moſes. 

Bur granting the Thing,. granting that theſe 
Words were in all Parts applicable to other 


Perſons beſides Jeſus, yet it would not leſſen 


the Evidence which they give him. Suppoſe 
God Almighty ſhould diſtinguiſh a Succeſſion 
of Perſons from the reſt of Mankind by par- 
ticular Characters, and foretel them by theſe 
Characters, it would not leſſen the Evidence of 


any particular Perſon amongſt them, that others 


were foretold alſo. When a Perſon appears, 
and anſwers Deſcriptions which only could be 
foretold by God, we are to receive him as wit- 
neſſed by Prophecy; and if another appears 
and anſwers the lame Deſcriptions, we are to 


receive him alſo as foretold by God, and our 
receiving him will not leſſen the vids of 


the firſt; it will not, unleſs God cannot endue 
two Perſons with equal Powers. 

Putting then a Caſe which our Oppoſers 
would deſire, and which certainly is not the true 
one; that is, that theſe Words of Moſes are ap- 


plicable to other Perſons who worked Miracles, 


yet it will not leſſen the Evidence which they 


Deut xxxiv. 10. 
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102 Enquiry into the Evidence 
teaches a Doctrine worthy of God, he has + 
Right to be received as foretold by Moſes. 

If it is ſaid that thoſe Words of Moſes are 
no Prophecy ar all, but are only a Criterion 
whereby to try a Prophet from an Impoſtor, 
| I anſwer, they cannot be only ſuch a Criterion, 
for they directly foretel the Appearance of a 
Perſon. And the Lord ſaid untome, They have 
well ſpoten that which they have ſpoken. I will 

raiſe them up a Prophet like unto thee, and I 

will put my Words into his Mouth, and he 
Pall ſpeak unto them all that I command bim, 


„rr 


— 


2 


— © et, 


s ak 


. We find then upon an Examination of Few- 
1 1% Books that Feſus fulfils Prophecy, and allo 
1 that he has the higheſt Evidence of it; he 


3 


anſwers antecedent Deſcriptions, which could 
| only be given by the Lord of Nature. 


| | And we might go on to ſhew that Te/us 


4 not only fulfils this Prophecy of Moſes, bur allo 
| many others in the Jeuiſh Books; and that 
there are many Deſcriptions in theſe Books, of 
a Perſon who was to appear and be a Blefling 
to Mankind, with ſeveral Circumſtances which 
were to attend his Appearance, and alſo the 
Time of ir, which were fulfilled in Jeſus, 
| and at his Appearance: But of theſe I ſhall 


HIS 


Ve toon, = 
— 


* 


hs Sana 


* 


— 


* 4 POR 


— — 


i ſpeak afterwards; it being evident that from 
this Prophecy alone Jeſus has made out his 


. Claim, and has a Right to be received as forc- 


told by God. 


2 Deut. xviii. 17, 18. 
7 Procced 
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proceed we then to anſwer another Obje&i- 
on; and it is urged, 
2. That 
Prophet foretold by Moſes, but allo the Meſſiab 
of the Fews, a Perſon expected under another 


Character beſides that of a Prophet; but he is 


not this Perſon; conſequently, an Impoſtor. 
I anſwer, If Jeſus has a Right to be receiv'd 
as the Prophet foretold by Moſes, then has he 
a Right to be receiv'd as the Meſfab of the 
ews; ſince that Prophet has a Right to 
e hearkned to in whatever he ſhould deli- 
ver, and TFeſus declares *. himſelf to be this 
Perſon. 1 5 
But, ſay the Fevs, or others for them, the 
Meſjiah was to appear under a different Cha- 
racter than that in which Jeſus appear d; con- 
ſequently, Feſus is not this Perſon. | 
Leet then the Objector make out this Point; 
let him give clear, and expreſs Characters of 


a Meſſiab in the Fewiſh Books, and then ſhew- 


that theſe do not belong to Feſus : Let him, I 
lay, give clear and expreſs Characters of a Me/- 


hah; otherwiſe we cannot regard the Objection, 


and we cannot fer doubtful Interpretations and 
uncertain Meanings againſt a Teſtimony ſup- 


ported by both Miracle, and Prophecy. 


But, upon an Examination of the Jewish 
Scriptures, we find that the Fews can do no 
ſuch Thing; on the contrary, ſeveral acknow- 
ledged Characters of the Mefiab are found in 


a John iv, 26;) 


TFeſus not only pretends to be the 
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[ i 104 Enquiry into the Evidence 

— 1 Feſus. Particularly; be is of the Tribe, Fa. 

| 1 mily, and Town of which the Jews confeſs | 
chat the Meſiab was to be born; and he ap- 

1 peared at a Time when they themſelves ex- 

1 pected him; and during a Period in which, 

jy |." unleſs their own Books are Impoſture, he mutt 

104 have appeared, as will be ſeen afterwards. 


But, ſay the Jews, according to thele Scrip- 
tures the Mefiah was to be a temporal Prince, 
and to reign viſibly over the Fews. Let then 


„4 — 


— 


ä — — n ̃——— 
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118 the Jews produce their Evidence for ſuch an 

1 Aſſertion; let them produce plain and express 

WW Teſtimony out of their own Books that the 

„ Meſſiab was to be a temporal Prince, and at 

it 1 his firſt Appearance on Earth to reign viſibly 

142 over the Fews : But the Few cannot do this, 

WT nor is there any ſuch Teſtimony concerning the gr 

Maſſab in his Books: On the contrary, it we WM Ly 

WW | ſearch the Jewiſh Books we ſhall: find that ch 

i} | thoſe very Texts, on which the Fews ground alk 
1 their Expectation of a temporal Meſſiab, relate Fes 
11 only to a Spiritual one, ſuch a one as Fe/us Un, 
1141 pretended to be. And if the Jews ſay, that i ſoa! 
| the following Texts, and others of the ſame Na- ther 
if ture, are not the Grounds on which they expect 977 

14 a temporal Meſſiab, they muſt produce thoſc . 

that are, and ſhew that what they produce re- 1 

1 ally do relate to the Meſſiab, and cannot po- I #5 

1 ſibly belong to any other Perſon. be 

"| 1 In that 3 ſhall the Branch of the Lord the | 

0 ö | be beautiful pa glorious. b Unto us a Child i Gir. 

„ . 

| | „ Ihiah iv; 22 ÞIhaiahix. 6, 7. * 

bt n 5 born, 
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born, unto us a Son is given, and the Govern- 


ment ſhall be upon his Shoulder ; and his Name 
ſhall be called Wonderful, Counſellor, the mighty 


God, the everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace. 

the Increaſe of his Government and Peace 
there ſhall be no end, upon the Throne of David, 
and upon his Kingdom to order it, and to efta- 
bliſh it with Judgment and with Fuſtice from 
henceforth even for ever ; the Zeal of the Lord 
of Hoſts will perform this. 


thouſands of Judah, yet out of thee ſhall he 
come forth unto me, that is to be Ruler in Il 
rael ; whoſe Goings forth have been from of old, 


from everlaſting. ' b There ſhall come forth a Rod 


out of the Stem of Jefle, and a Branch ſhall 
grow out of his Roots, And the Spirit of the 
Lord ſhall reſt upon him, the Spirit of Wife 
dom and Underſtanding, the Spirit of Counſel 
and Might, the Spirit of Knowledge and of the 
Fear of the Lord; and ſhall make him of quick 
Underftlanding in the Fear of the Lord, and he 


Hall not judge after the Sight of his Eyes, nei- 


ther reprove after the Hearing of his Ears, but 
wth Righteouſneſs ſhall he judge the Poor, and 
reprove with Equity, for the Meek of the Earth : 
And be ſhall fmite the Earth with the Rod of 
bis Mouth, and with the Breath of his Lips fhall 
be flay the Wicked. And Righteouſneſs ſhall be 
the Girdle of his Loins, and Faithfulneſs the 
Girdle of his Reins. And in e Mercy ſhall the 


Mic. v. 2. b Iſaiah xi. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 


6 Iſajah xvi. 5. 


* Throne 


| | But * thou, Beth- , 
lehem Ephrata, though thou be little among the 
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106 Euquir) into the Evidence 

Throne be eftabliſhed, and he ſhall fit upon if 
in Truth, in the Tabernacle of David, judging 
and ſeeking Fudgment, and haſting Rightem- 
neſs. Behold à a King ſhall reign in Righteou|. 
neſs, &c. Behold, the Days come, . ſaith the Lord, 
that I will raiſe unto David a righteous Branch, 
and a King ſhall reign and proſper, and ſhall 
execute Fudgment = Juſtice in the Earth. Tn 
bis Days Judah Þ ſhall be ſaved, and Iſrael ſhall 
dwell ſafely: and this is his Name whereby he 
ſhall be called, The Lord our Righteouſneſs. Be- 
bold my e Servant whom I uphold, my Elect in 
whom my Soul delighteth : I have put my Spirit 
upon him, he ſhall bring forth Judgment unto 
the Gentiles. He ſhall not cry, nor liſt up, nor 
cauſe his Voice to be heard in the Streets. A 
bruiſed Reed ſhall he not break: and the ſmik- 
ing Flax ſhall he not quench : he ſhall bring 
forth Judgment unto Truth. He ſhall not fail, 
nor be diſcouraged, till be has ſet Fudgment in 
the Earth: and the Iles ſhall wait for his Law. 
Thus ſaith God the Lord, he that created the 
Heavens, and ſtretched them out, he that ſpread 
forth the Earth, and that which cometh out of 
it, he.that giveth Breatb unto the People upon 
it, and Spirit to them that walk therein: I the 
Lord have called thee in Righteouſneſs, and will 
hold thine Hand, and will keep thee, and give 
thee for .a Covenant to the People, for a Light 
to the Gentiles; To open the blind Eyes, to bring 


C 1. © » fer. xxiu. 5,6. - e Iſaiah xlil. 1, 
2, 3, 4, 5» 6, 7, 8. 
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a the Priſoners from the Priſon, and them that 
fit in Darkneſs out of the Priſon-bouſe. I am the 
Lord, that is my Name, and my Glory will I 


not give to another, neither my Praiſe to graben 


Images. Behold, my * Servant ſhall deal pru- 
dently, he fhall be exalted and extolled, and be 
very high. As many were aſtoniſhed at thee, 
(his Viſage was ſo marred more than any Man, 
and his Form more than the Sons of Mien) jo 
ſhall he ſprinkle many Nations, the Kings ſhall 
ſhut their Mouths at him: for that which had 
not been told them ſhall they ſee; and that 
which they had not heard, ſhall they conſider. 
T jaw b in the Night Viſions, and behold, one like 
the Son of Man, came with the Clouds of Hea- 


ven, and came to the Antient of Days, and they 


brought him near before him. And there was 
given him Dominion and Glory, and Kingdom, 
that all People, Nations, and Languages ſhould 
ferve him : his Dominion is an everlaſting Domi- 


mon, which ſhall not paſs away, and bis Ring- 


dom that which ſhall not be deſtroyed. © Rejoyce 
greatly, O Daughter of Zion; ſhout, O Daugh- 
ter of Jeruſalem : behold thy King cometh unto 
thee : he is juſt, and having Salvation, lowly, 
and riding upon an Aſs, and upon a Colt the Foal 
of an Aſs. Sing dand rejoyce, O'Daughter of 
Zion: for lo, I come, and I will divell in the 


midſt of thee, ſaith the Lord. And many Na- 


trons ſhall be joined to the Lord in that Day, 


1 Thiah Iii. 13, 14, 15. 
Zech. li. 10, 11, 12. 


b Dan. vii. 13, 14. Zech. ix. . 
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= and ſpall be my People : and I will dwell in 
. the midſt of thee, and thou ſhalt know that tile 


| 
| Lord of Hoſts hath ſent me unto thee. And 
11.88 tbe Lord ſhall inherit Judah his Portion in the 
| Holy Land, and ſhall chuſe Jeruſalem again. 
| | And the Lord ſhall be King over all the Earth, 
in that Day there ſhallbe one Lord, and his Name i 
it one. In tbat b Day there ſhall be a Root of elle, 
1 which ſhall ſtand for an En ſign of the People; | 
WF to ut ſhall the Gentiles feek, and his Reſt ſhall WM - 
i be glorwous. Aud he will c deſtroy in this Moun- 
1 tain, the Face of the Covering caſt over all Pee- WF + 
„ ple, and the Veil that is ſpread over all Nati- WW © 
| tions. He will ſwallow up Death in Victory, &c. 
1 Say to them © that are of a fearful Heart, Be 
ſtrong, fear not: behold your God will come 
{45 duith Vengeance, even God with a Recompence, 
| WIN be will come and ſave you. Then the Eyes of 
|! | the Blind ſhall be opened, and the Ears of the 
\ Deaf fhall be unſtopped; then ſhall the lame Man 
leap as an Hart, and the Tongue of the Dumb 
| feng: for in the Wilderneſs ſhall Waters break 
out, and Streams out of the Deſert. And the 
1s Glory of the Lord ſhall be revealed, and all 
| Fleſh ſhall ſee it togetber : for the Mouth of the 
It Lord bath ſpoken it. And the f Gentiles ſhall 
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TH come. to thy Light, and Kings to the Brightneſs 
all of thy Rifing. I will * alſo give thee for @ Light 
KR : : 5 
1 to the Gentiles, that thou mayſt be my Salvation 
=. | | 
= * Zech. xiv. 9. b Iſaiah xi. 10. e Ifaiah xxv. 7, 8. 
3 4 Hajah xxxv. 4, 5, 6. © Ifaiab xl. 5, f Iaiah lx. 3. 
= s Laiah xlix. 6. h Iſaiah Ixi. r, 2. is 5 
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unto the End of the Earth, The * Spirit of the 
Lord God is upon me, becauſe the Lord has 
anointed me to preach good Tidings unto the 
Meek, be bath ſent me to bind up the Broken- 
hearted, to proclaim Liberty to the Captives, 


and the Opening of the Priſon to them that are 


bound. Seventy Weeks are determined upon 
thy People, and upon thy holy City, to finiſh the 

ranſgreſjion, and to make an end of Sins, and 
to make Reconciliation for Iniquity, and to bring 
in everlaſting Righteouſneſs, and to ſeal up the 
Viſon and 5 and to anoint the moſt Holy. 
* And in the Days of theſe Kings ſhall the God 
of Heaven ſet up a Kingdom, which ſhall never 
be deflroyed : and the Kingdom ſhall not be left 
to other People, but it ſhall break in pieces, and 
conſume all theſe Kingdoms, and it ſhall ſtand 
for ever. © And the Lord ſhall reign over 
them in Mount Zion, from henceforth even for 
ever. d And all thy Children ſhall be taught 
of the Lord, and great ſhall be the Peace of 
thy Children. ” | 

Now we ſay, that either theſe Characters 
and Circumſtances of a King and Kingdom, 
with others of a like Nature are the grounds, 
on which the Jews found their Expectation of 
a Temporal Meſſiab, or they are not: If they 
ate, then we can prove (and it is evident to 
every impartial Enquirer who conſiders theſe 
Texts) that they only can relate to a Spiritual 


a Dan. ix. 24. b Dan. ij. 44 


p © Mis. iv. 7. 
5 Haiah liv. 13. 
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King and Kingdom, ſuch a King as Jeſus pte. 
tended to be, and ſuch a Kingdom as he pre- 
tended his was; and that it is impoſſible to ap- 


ply them to a Temporal one. If theſe are not 


the Texts on which the Jeus found their Ex- 
pectation of a Temporal Meſſiab, they mult pro- 
duce thoſe that are; and before we acknowledge 
that the Mefiah was to be a Temporal Prince, 


contrary to the Evidence of Miracle and Prophecy, 


we muſt fee clear and expreſs Teſtimony that he 
was to be ſuch; it muſt be proved from Words 
that admit no other poſſible Meaning ; but, as 
has been obſerved, the Few has no ſuch clear 
and expreſs Teſtimony that the Meſſiah was to 
be a Tempora! Prince, nor any Expreſſions con- 
cerning his being ſuch which rf pt other 
poſhble Meaning: then Teſus is the Meſſiab for 
any thing yet found in the Fewiſhß Books to the 
contrary. | 


We paſs on then Thirdly, To another grand 


Jewiſh Objection which is this, The Jes were 


commanded to obſerve their Law for ever: 


but Jeſus and his Apoſtles aboliſhed this Law; 
therefore Feſus and his Apoſtles are Im- 
poſtors. . 5 

The Queſtion then is, whether God requi- 
red of the Jeus a perpetual Obſervation of 


their whole Law, and whether the Expreſ- 


6 


| penſation. 


ſions concerning the Duration of this Law, can 
have but one poſſible Meaning; which is, that 
it was God's Will that it ſhould be obſerved 
for ever, and never give- way to another Dil- 


In 


— 


of the Chriſtian Religion. 111 
y In order to reſolve this Point, we muſt re- 
member that in a Divine Revelation no one 


Part can contradi& another, and particular 


Texts muſt firſt be reconciled betwixt them- 
elves, before any Thing can be advanced from 
any of them. 19 55 FO 

Now Moſes and other Prophets commanded 
the Jews to obſerve for ever the Law given to 
them by God. ; | 

Moſes likewiſe aſſures them, that a Prophet 
ſhould ariſe [he unto himſelf, who ſhould ſpeak 
to them the Words of God, and to whom if 
they did not hearken, it would be required of 
them. _ | 


And the Calling of the Gentiles is foretold 


by many of the Prophets. 


| Thoſe Texts then which require a perpe- 
tual Obſervation of the Jeuiſi Law; and that 
particular one which commands, that 4 Per- 
ſen who ſpeaks in the Name of the Lord, and 
the Thing which he ſpeaks, follows and comes to 
paſs, ſhould be hearkened to; and thoſe which 
forerel the Calling of the Gentiles, muſt have 


all ſuch Meanings as are conſiſtent with each 


other. | 

When then a Perſon appears with the pro- 
miſed Evidence, the Fews were to hearken to 
him, and to receive him as the promiſed Pro- 
phet. But when this Perſon, or thoſe who 
act by his, Authority and Commiſſion , aboliſh 


the Law of Moſes, then were the Jews to ex- 


amine the Expreſſions concerning the Duration 
of their Law, and to ſee whether theſe OT 
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ſions can poſſibly be underſtood according to 
the Senſe put on them by thoſe who aboliſh 
this Law; whether this Law may give way to 
another Diſpenſation. ; 

This is the true Point to be conſidered here: 
for if the Expreſſions concerning the Duration 
of this Law. can be underſtood in a limited 
Senſe, and do not ſtrictly mean a perpetual 
Duration; then we ought to underſtand them 
in that Senſe which is put on them by thoſe 
who haye the Evidence of Miracle and Pro- 
phecy. | | 

And upon examination of theſe Texts we 
unmediately find that they are not only capa- 
ble of being underſtood in a limited Senſe, but 
that really they can. have no other; the Cal- 
ling of the Gentiles being inconſiſtent with a 
perpetual Obſervation of the Law of Moſes, ſome 
part of this Law conſiſting in a Separation of 
the Jews from other Nations. | 


Upon the whole then, rhe true State of 


the Matter ſeems. ro be this: The Law was 
to be obſerved as long as it was a Law, til 
the Power who made ſhould aboliſh ir; till 
the Prophet ſhould ariſe who ſhould be as a 
God to the People and give them a new Diſ- 
penlation ; till the happy time when the Gen- 
ee be called, and all Nations ſerve thc 
The for ever does not relate to the Law 
but to the Peoples Duty; they were to ob- 
wy it for ever, that is, as long as it was a 
aw. 


ſe 


J the Chriſtian Religiun. 113 


And in this Senfe is the Expreſſion for even 


underſtood when it relates to Laws promulg'd 
by a human Legiſlator. The People are re- 
quired to obſerve them for ever, that is, as 
long as they are Laws; but the Legiſlator does 
not by this Expreflion preclude himſelf from 
annulling theſe Laws, if he thinks fit ſo to do, 
nor do the People underſtand the Expreſſion 
in this Senſe. „ 2 

Suppoſe that God when he gave theſe Laws; 
deſigned they ſhould be aboliſhed, and give 
way to another Diſpenſation; would he nor, 
taink we, have commanded the Jeus to ob- 
ſerve them for ever? Doubtleſs he would have 
done this, it being their indiſpenſable Duty to 
do lo; to obſerve them as long as they were 
Laws, and until he pleaſed to abrogate them. 
We cannot ſuppoſe he would acquaint them 
with the deſigned Change, which would have 
been a probable Means to have leſſened their 
Eſteem for That which it was their Duty to 

obſerve. . 
Let again, We may and ought to conclude 
that ſeveral of the Expreſſions concerning the 
Duration of the Jeuiſh Law related only to 
the Moral Part of it; and as to this, it is very 
evident that Feſus according to his own Words, 
might properly be ſaid to come not to deſtroy the 
Law, but to fufill. | | 
And we may yet farther obſerve that the 
Erpreſſion for ever is often uſed in a limited 
enſe in the Jewiſh Seriptures; thus an ever- 
lating 
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114 Enquiry into the Evidence 
lating Prieſthood is promiſed co a Aaron and 
his Sons. | Pry 

Again, from God's own Expreſſions con- 


cerning this Law we have Reaſon to think it 


Was only occaſional, and given for a Time; thus 
he ſays, he gave them b Statutes which were not 


good, &c. 


Again, from the Nature 5 Office of the 


Perſon foretold by Moſes, 
Evidence which was to be given him, it is evi- 


dent that he was to be Author of a new Diſ- 
penſation. 


In a word, The Jew muſt, to make the Ex- 
preſſions in his own Books concerning the Du- 
ration of the Few!fſh Law any Objection againſt 
Fejus's being the Prophet foretold by Meyer, 
or the Meſiab of the Jews, ſhew that theſe 
Expreſſions can have but one 
which is, that this Law was to be obſerved as 
long as the World ſhould laſt, and never give 
way to another Diſpenſation; but, as has been 
Few cannot poſſibly do this, there- 
fore the Expreſſions in the Few/h Books con- 
cerning the Eternity of the eib 
no Objection againſt Feſus's being che Perſon 


ſeen, the 


he pretended to be. 


Fourthly, 
Apoſtles app 


themſelves, which did not belong to un; con- 
ſequently arc  Impoſtors. 


* = 15. 


Numb. xxv. 13. ] b Ezra Xx. 25. 


7 Before | 


and the particular 


poſſible Senſe, 


Law, can be 


It is objected that Teſs and bis 
ly'd many Places of Scripture to 
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Before we examine into the Truth of this 


Charge, we may remark that it is very ſtrange, 
that Perſons who were in poſſeſſion of the very 
beſt Evidence which could be given them, Mi- 
racle and Prophecy, and who had Craft enough 
to deceive thus far, ſhould yet be ſo weak as to 
invalidate their own Evidence by Miſapplicati- 
ons. We might rather expect they would have 


let their Cauſe reft upon a good Footing, when 


they had once got it there, and not have taken 


the moſt probable Step to the Ruin of ic. Bur 
be this as it will, certain it is that only Impoſtors 
san mifapply: The Queſtion then is, whether 
the Texts apply'd by Jeſus and his Apoſtles, 
are Miſapplications. 5 | 

Now if Fefus, or his Apoſtles, aftix'd a 
Senſe to Words which they could not poſſibly 


bear; if they apply'd Characters to themſelves 


which could not belong to them, if they pre- 
tend to be ſpoken of when they are not ipoken 
of, then they are guilty of Miſapplications, and 


are Impoſtors. 


But we muſt obſerve, that nothing but their 
affixing impoſſible Meanings, can be called Mif- 
applications; and as they were in poſſeſſion of 
Miracle and Prophecy, they have a Right be- 
fore all other Perſons, to interpret Difficulties; 
and a poſſible Senſe ſupported by Miracle and 
Prophecy, oughr to be received before that 
which is only the Product of Human judg- 
ment. 

We are then to proceed to an Examination 
of the objected Places, and in order to this, 

„ 22 think 
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think ir proper to take a View of the Few:/h 


Diſpenſation. r 
The Jew Diſpenſation conſiſted of many 
Rites, Ceremonies, and Sacrifices, which ſeem in 
their own Narure to have no Worth or Ex- 
cellency in them, and to have nothing to re- 


commend them bur the Commands of the Le- 


giſlator. | 

Again, The Legiflator himſelf places no 
Worth or Excellency in them, tells the Jews 
that he gave them a Statutes which were not good; 
and aſſures them that the moſt punctual Obſer- 
vation of theſe Statutes would be to no pur: 
poſe, nor render them acceptable to him, if 
they were deficient in other Duties. 

This is the Fewiſh Law as we find it: Now 
let us ſee the Goſpel Account of it. | 

And this acquaints us that theſe Rites, Cere- 
monies, Sacriſices, and whole Law, were prepa- 
ratory to, and ſymbolical of, the Diſpenſation 
by Feſus; that they were given only for a 
d becauſe of 'T e and 2 the 
Diſpenſation ſhould arrive, promi ſed to Abraham 


four hundred Years before the giving of the 


Law, in which all the Families of b the Earth 
were to be bleſſed, in which Teſus appeared 10 
bleſs us, in turning © every one of us from out 
Iniquities. Thus the Author to the Hebrews, 
Being © made perfect, he became the Author oj 
Eternal Salvation unto all them that obey him, 


— 


Ezek. Xx. 25- 1 Ch. Ifaiah 


b Gal. iii. 8, 17. Ad 
ini. 26. Heb. v. 9. FEE | 
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of the Chriſtian Religion. 1 17 
By a bis own Blood be entered in once into the 
holy Place, having obtain'd Eternal Salvation, 
for us. Once b in the End of the World, bath. 
he appeared to put away Sin by the Sacrifice of 
linſelf in 
Now in what Manner the firſt Diſpenſation 
was ſymbolical, and repreſentative of the ſecond, 
this Author in ſeveral Chapters ſets before us. 
He fays, that the Prieſts under the Law ſerve 
as an e Example and Shadow of Heavenly Things, 
that the. High d Prieſt went alone, once every. 
Year, into the Holy of Holies, the Holy Ghoſt: 
this fignifying, that the Way into the Holieſt of. 
all, was not yet made manifeſt while as the firſt 
Tabernacle was yet ſtanding : Which was a Fi. 
gure for the Time then preſent, in which were 
offered both Gifts and Sacrifices, &c, And 
(peaking of the Rites, Sacrifices, and Sprinklings. 


under the Law by the Blood of Calves and Goats, © 


he fays, It was therefore neceſſary © that the 
Patterns of Things in the Heavens ſhould be pu- 
rified with theſe, but the Heavenly Things them- 
ſelves [repreſented by thoſe Patterns] with het. 
ter Sacrifices than theſe. For Chriſt is not 
enter'd into the Holy Places made with Hands, 
which are the Figures of the true, but into Hea- 
5 it ſelf, now to appear inthe Preſence of God 

or Us, | 

This is this Author's Account of the Few/b 
Diſpenfation ; and thoſe ſtrangely miſtake 


2 Heb. ix. 1 2, 


| b Heb. ix. 26. © Heb, viii 3. 44. 
"Heb. ix, 7, 8. 8 | 


© Heb. ix. 23, 24. 
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118 FEnguiry into the Evidence 
Things who ſay that theſe Places in the He- 


brews are only Allufions or Accommodations. He 


plainly tells us, That the Priefts, High- Prieſts, 


Tabernacles, Sacrifices and Law were Shadow, 


Patterns, Figures, Examples of the Difpenſa- 


tion by Feſus. And Feſus himſelf ſays, That 


the Law a and Prophets prophecy'd until John, 
That he b came to A the Law and Prophets; 
and that till Heaven and Earth paſs, one jot or 
one tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the Law 


till all be fulfilled that IS, the Law ſhould 


in no Part be abolifſh'd till that Diſpenfation 
ſhould arrive, of which the Law was only a 
Refemblance. Again Feſus ſays, he © will nit 
eat any more of the Paſſover till it be fulfilled 
in the Kingdom of Heaven: Thar is, till the 
Lamb is facrificed, which this Paſchal Lamb 
was to repreſent. ; 

| Now then, this being the Account which 
Feſus and his Apoſtles give us of the Few!/ 
Difpenfation, the Queſtion is, Whether it is a 
poſſible one? If it is, it will follow that it ought 
to be received as a true one, being ſupported 


by Miracle and Prophecy. 


And upon the firſt View we find that this 
is not only a poſſible Account of the Few: 
Difpenſation, but likewiſe the moſt rational and 
canſiſtent one that can be given of it; and if 
it was ſuitable to the Divine Wifdom to give 
Feſus to live and die for the Sake of Mankind, 
it is reaſonable to expect that a Mode of Wor- 


c Luke xxii. 16. 
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2 Matth. xi. 13. b Matth. v. 17, 18. 
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of the Chriſizan Religion. 119 
ſip, which himſelf would inſtitute, ſhould bear 
Reſemblance to this great propitiatory Sacrifice; 
That the whole Jewiſſh Diſpenſation ſhould ſhew 
forth his Death before he came, after the ſame 
Manner as that Sacratnent which he himſelf in- 
ſtituted, does ſhew forth his Death ſince he is 
come. | | 
The Tews cannot object to the Reaſonable- 
nels of ſuch an Inſtitution, they who were com- 
manded to expreſs their Deliverances by Sym- 
bols of them, who yearly offered up the Paſ- 
chal Lamb, the Firſtlings Þ of their Flocks, and 
who obſerved the Feaſt © of Tabernacles. 
And other Nations cannot object to it, it 
being a common Practice with them, as may be 
ſhewn from many Inſtances taken from different 
Countries, to celebrate great Deliverances by 
Symbols of thoſe Deliverances. 7 
But, as before, not ſo much as this is wanted 
in the preſent Argument; and if the Account 
given of the Jewiſb Diſpenſation by Fe/as and 
his Apoſtles is only a poſſible one, it ought to 
be receiv d as a true one. 
And if it ought to be receiv'd as a true one, 
many of thoſe Difficulties, which ariſe from cer- 
tain Applications made by theſe Perſons, will 
_— as will appear from a Conſideration of 
Win. 1 1 i 
Farther, As God might make the Law ſymbo- 
lical of the Goſpel, ſo might he, if he pleas'd, 
purpoſely make ſome Events under the firſt 
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120 Enquiry into the Evidence 
Diſpenſation, reſemble others under the ſecond, 
the Reaſon why he ſhould do this may be con- 
fider'd afterwards; all we at preſent want is, 
that it be allow'd poſſible for him to do it. But 
it muſt be allow d poſſible for him to do it, 


there being nothing in this Way of acting diſ- 


agreeable to his Attributes. 

Again, It is likewiſe poſſible for God, that 
is, it is not unſuitable ro his Nature, to give 
the Few!/ſh Nation Signs of temporal Deliver- 


ance which ſhould bear Reſerublance to a 


greater Deliverance, the Appearance of the 
Meſſiah. As he often pointed out temporal 
Deliverances by Signs of them, as may be ſhewn 
from many Inſtances, it could be no Contra- 
diction to is Attributes to make theſe Signs, 
if he pleaſed, Signs alſo of that great Deliver- 
ance. | 

Vet once more, If the firſt Diſpenſation was 
given for the fake of the ſecond, and only 
added for a Time becauſe of Tranſgreſſions, as 


from a View of both Diſpenſations it is rational 


to think it was, then we may expect that the 
Prophets under the firſt ſhould be full of Deſ- 
ſcriptions of this laſt; that what they deliver 
ſhould tend to ſomething farther than the pre- 
ſent State of Things, and to draw the People's 
Attention to the great Deliverance deſign d for 


them. | 


We now proceed to examine ſome Ap- 
plications made by FJeſis and his Apoſtles, 
in order to ſee whether they are impoſſible 
ones. : | 
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We will divide the apply'd Texts into two 
Sorts; and firſt ſpeak of thoſe which ſeem to be 
indeterminate, neither applicable to the pre- 
ſent Circumſtances of Affairs at the Time of De- 
livery, nor to the Perſon of the Prophet who 
delivered them. TG 

Secondly, Of thoſe which ſeem determinate, 
that is, which at firſt View appear to relate to 
the Perſon of the Prophet, preſent Times, or 
State of Things. 

Of the firſt Sort are the following ones. 
All ye © ſhall be offended becauſe of me this 
Night: For it is Written, T will ſinite the Shep- 
herd, and the Sheep of the Flock ſhall be ſcat- 
tered abroad. And be b was number d with the 
Tranſgreſſors, &C. £9 

Theſe Places are apply'd ro Jeſus by him- 
(elf; now the Queſtion is, what is the Evidence 
that they related to him? | 

Firſt, They exactly in all Parts and Circum- 
ſtances correſpond with the Character of Jeſus. 
Secondiy, There is the Evidence of Miracle 
and Prophecy that they do relate to him. 

But we want not ſo much as this in the 
preſent Argument; and if it cannot be proved 


| that theſe Texts could not poſſibly relate to 


Jeſus, it cannot be proved that he has miſap- 
ply'd them: But it cannot be proved that they 
could not poſſibly relate ro Jęſus, then it can- 
not be proved that he has milapply'd them. 


Matth. xxxvi. 31. Zech. xiii. 7. 


9 b Mark xv. 28. 
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Secondly, The following Texts from the Man- 
ner in which they are delivered, at firſt Vicw 
ſeem to relate to the Perſon of the Prophet, 
Time of Delivery, or the then State of Things, 
Behold, * a Virgin ſhall concerve, and bear a Son, 
and ſhall call his name Emanuel. When b Tjrae| 
was a Child, then I loved him, and called my 
Son out of Egypt. They gave me Gall fir 
my Meat and in my Thirſt they gave me Vi. 
negar to drink, * They part my Garments 
among them, and caſt Lots upon my Veſture, 
T hey © weighed for my Price thirty Pieces if 
Silver. And the Lord ſaid unto me, caſt it 
unto the Potter: A goodly Price that 1 was 
prized at of them. And I took the thirty Pieces 
of Silver, and caſt them to the Potter in the 
Houſe of the Lord. I will declare the Decree: 
The Lord hath ſaid unto me, Thou art my Son, 
this Day have I begotten thee, Aſe of me and 
T /hallgive thee the Heathen for thine Inheritance, 
and the uttermoſt Parts of the Earth for thy 
Poſſeſſion. 8 I have ſet the Lord always be- 
fore me ; becauſe he is at my right Hand, I 
ſhall not be moved. Therefore my Heart is 
glad, and my Glory rejoyceth, my Fleſh a, 
ſhall reſt in Hope. For thou wilt not leave my 
Soul in Hell; neither wilt thou ſuffer thy Hol 
one to ſee Corruption. Thou wilt ſhew me tit 


Path of Life; in thy Preſence is Fulneſs 5 


a Matth i. 23. Ifaiah vii. 14. | b Matth. ii. 15. 
Hoſea xi. I. c Plalm Ixix. 21. d Matth. xxv1l. 33. 
Plalm xxii. 18. e Matth. xxvii. 9. Zech. xi 12. 
Pſalm 11. 7, 8. 8. Plalm xvi, 
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Foy, and at thy right Hand there are Pleaſures 


or evermore. . 
Theſe, and many other Places which ar firſt 
View ſeem to relate to the Times in which 


they were ſpoken, or the Perſon of the Speaker, 


are produced, and differently apply'd by Jeſus, 
and his Apoſtles. 5 | 
The Point we are next to examine then is, 


whether the Applications made by theſe Perſons 


are poſſible Ones. | 
And no ſooner is this Point examin'd, but 
we find that though ſome of theſe Texts do 
at firſt View ſeem to relate to the Times in 
which they were ſpoken, or the Perſon ' of 


the Speaker, yer that they really do nor, but 


mult relate to other Perſons, or Times. Thus, 
of thoſe cited, Thou art my Son, this Day have 
I begotten thee. I will give thee the Heathen 


for thine Inheritance, and the uttermoſt Parts 


of the Earth for thy Poſſeſſion. Theſe were 
Circumſtances never applicable to David, and 
and conſequently, he could not in theſe Places 
ſpeak of himſelf. So the Words cited out of 
the ſixteenth Pſalm could not relate to David; 
he could not call himſelf the Holy One, this 
Term being unſuitable ro his Character, and 
to that Humility which appeared in his Writ- 


ings. And thoſe particular Expreſſions, * They 


gave me Gall for my Meat, and in my Thirſt 
they gave me Vinegar to drink, b they part my 
Germents among them, and caſt Lots upon my 


*Plalm 1xix. 21. 


b Pſalm xxu. 18. 
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124 Enquiry into the Evidence 
Veſture, which were apply'd to Jeſis by one 
of his Apoſtles, we have reaſon to think from 
David's Hiſtory, were Circumſtances that ne- 
ver happen'd in his Life. - 

Now, then if theſe Characters and Circum- 
ſtances delivered by David could not relate to 
himſelf, they muſt relate to ſome other Perſon; 
and if they do chis, he has the beſt Right to 
them whom they ſuit, and who can give the 
Evidence of Miracle and Prophecy that they 
really relate to him. | 

But Secondly, As for thoſe Texts which di- 
rectly ſuit the Circumſtances of Affairs when 
delivered, the Perſon of the Propher, or the 
then State of Things, the Anſwer is direct; and 
if it was not unſuitable to the Wiſdom of God, 
to let ſome Events under the firſt Diſpenſation 
reſemble the great Events under the Second; 
if it was no Contradiction to his Attributes 
ſometimes to give his People a Sign of tempo- 
ral Deliverance, which ſhould bear Reſem- 
blance to the greateſt Deliverance! they were 
capable of receiving: Then could it be no Miſ- 


application to apply the Words of the firſt 


Event to the Seeond, of the Sign to the 
Thing fignity'd, they being directly according 
to the Will of God fulfilled in both Caſes. 

To inſtance, Suppoſing God when he gave 
Abaz a Sign of Deliverance from Pekah, and 
Remaliab, likevviſe intended that this ſhould be 


a Sign of that great future Deliverance of Man- 


kind, by a Child born of a Virgin; then, when 
Jeſus was born of a Virgin, might Matthew 
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roperly ſay, Now all this was done that it 
might be fulfilled , which was ſpoken of the 
Lord by the Prophet, (That it might be fulfil- 
led which was ſpoken of the Lord by rhe Pro- 
pher, when he gave a Sign which prefigured 
the Birth of the Meſiab, Behold a Virgin 
ſhall be with Child, c. | 
Thus again, Suppoſing God when He ſent 
his People into Egypt, deſigned ſending his own 
Son thither, and intended that one Event 
ſhould prefigure the other, then, when Feſus 
came out of Egypt, might Matthew again juſtly 
lay, That it might be fulfilled, which was ſpoken 
| of the Lord by the Prophet, ſaying, (That this 
Event might come to paſs according to the Will 
of God, and the Expreſſion of the Prophet 
concerning a former one that prefigured it,) Out 
of Egypt have I called my Sen. | 
But not ſo much as this is wanted in the pre- 
ſent Argument; it is not neceſſary that the 
sign given to Aba ſhould be a Sign of the 
Birth of the Meſiah; or the Event of T/rael's 
being called out of Egyp7 prefigure the callin 
of the Meſſiah from thence, to make Mattherw's 
Application juſt. For if a Meſiab was intend- 
ed, the whole Manner and Circumſtances of 
his Life and Death muſt be allo predetermin'd 
by God. Well then might Matthew when 
Jeſus was born of a Virgin, or when he came 
out of Egypt, upon a Conſideration of God's 
determinate Counſel and Knowledge, ſay, Now 
all this was done, that it might be fulfilled 
vbich was ſpoken of the Lord by the Prophet, 
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View, and imagining that Matthew brings 


126 FEnguiry into the Evidence 
(That this Event which God has long ago de- 


rermin'd ſhould come to paſs, may. now do 6, 
according to the Expreſſion of the Prophet) 
Behold a Virgin ſhall be with Child, &c. Out of 
Egypt have I called my Son. 

But we need not ſeek for many Solutions cf 
the above propos'd Difficulty; one poſſible one 
is ſufficient, as has been before obſerved. 

The whole Miſtake concerning theſe Appli. 


cations ſeems to be taking them in a wron 


them as Proof that Jeſus is the Meffiab. He 
offers at no ſuch Thing, nor is it his Buſineſs 
in this Place. He is only telling a plain Nar- 
rative, the Hiſtory of Teſus, and by the Way 


remarks upon ſeveral Events in which the Wil 


of God was fulfilbd according to the Expreſſions 
& the Prophets 

In ſhort, unlefs it can be proved, that ths 
Texts applied by Matthew could not poſlibly 
relate to Teſus; that God could not, if he 
pleaſed, make Events under the firft Diſpen- 
lation reſemble others under the Second; give 
Signs of temporal Deliverance which thould be 
Signs alſo of Deliverance by Meſſiab; and that 
the Manner and Circumſtance of the Appearance 
of the Meſſiah, was not predetermin'd by God; 
it. canot be proved that he has been guilty of 
Miſapplication; but neither of the above men- 
tioned Particulars, (much leſs all of them) can 
be proved; then it cannot be proved that Mat- 
thew has been guilty of Miſapplication. 
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But Secondly, Another Mark of Falſhood is 
objected againſt the Chriſtian Religion, and 
that is, Matthew makes a falſe Quotation, and 
lays, He | Feſus] a came and dwelt in a Cit 


called Nazareth : That it might be fulfill d 


which was ſpoken by the Prophets, he ſhall be 
called a Nazarene. h ; 

This Objection is almoſt too flight to an- 
(wer. Suppoſe the Fews had a Tradition, 
which aroſe from the Mouth of ſome of their 
Prophets, that the Meſſiab was to be a Na- 


2arene; this is a much more ealy Suppoſition 


than that Matthew ſhould make. a falle Quo- 
tation, which would manifeſtly have been an 


Injury, and could not poſſibly have been any 


way an Advantage to his Cauſe. As then we 


are ſure, that if Matthew was not an Impoſtor, 
he could not, and as we have Reaſon to think 


that if he was one, he would not make a falſe 
Quotation, we ought not to look upon it as 
ſuch, notwithſtanding we cannot, at ſo great a 
Diſtance of Time, find whence it is produced. 

But another Objection yet remains, and that 


is, Elias was to come before the Coming of 


the Meſiah; but Elias is not come; conle- 
quently, Jeſus is not the Meſiadz. 

The Argument ſtands thus. The Followers 
of Teſus do not pretend to ſay that Elias is 
come, if John Baptiſt is not Elias: But John 
Baptiſt is not Elias, (Proof his b own Words ;) 
then Elias is not come. 


© Matth. ii. 23. b John i. 21. 
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Now the Account given by FJeſus of this 
Matter is this, that John Baptiſt was the 4 Elias 
which was to come; that he was the Perſon 
promiſed by the Prophets under the Name of 
Elias. e ID 

The Query is, whether this is a poſlible 
Account of the Matter, whether this Aſſer- 
tion of Feſuss concerning John Baptiſt is 
conſiſtent with Tew!/þ Prophecy, that is, whe- 
ther the calling one Perſon by the Name of 
another whom he reſembles, whoſe Character 
he takes, and by whoſe Spirit and Power he 
acts (which is the Account given of John Bap- 
tiſt by the Angel b Gabriel) is agreeable to Jew- 
20% Scriptures. | 

This Way of Speaking is certainly agree- 
able ro Jew:/h Scriptures, where we often find 
the Characters and Offices of Perſons given us 
in their Names, and the fame Perſon called by 
different Names. Inſtances of the firſt Kind 
are frequent; of the ſecond, the following one 
is ſufficient. It is ſaid, that David, the Son 
of David, and the Lord ſball reign over 
the Houſe of Jacob for ever. oe 
It follows then, that provided 7%n Baptiſt 
ated by the Spirit and Power of Elias, acted as 
Elias would have himſelf acted, if he had been 
upon Earth; it was not unſuitable to Few!/ 
Prophecy to forctel him under the Name of 
Elias; but Jobn Baptiſt did act in the Spirit and 


6 . 5355 
a Matth. xi. 14. b Luke i. 17. e Ezek. xxxvii. 25. 
d Jer. XXX Iii. 17, 21. © Micah iv. 7. 


1 _ Power 


"the Chriſtian Religion. 


580 ower of Elias; act as Elias would himſelf have 

e, aded, if he had been upon Earth, for which we 

{on have the Evidence of Miracle and Prophecy; 

ie of then it was not unſuitable to Few Prophecy 

Thi to fforetel him under the Name of Elias. And 
ible 


tit was nor unſuitable to Few Prophecy to 
ler forerel Jahn Baptiſt under the Name of Elias, 
1 then Jeſus's Aſſertion that Fobr Baptiſt was the 
promiſed Elias, was not unſuitable ro Jewiſh 
Prophecy; and if Feſuss Aſſertion concerning 
acter Jabn Baptiſt is neither unſuitable to Few!/h Pro- 
phecy, nor is an impoſſible one, then it ought 
to be received before any other whatſoever, ha- 
A _— Evidence of Miracle and Prophecy, and 
Jobm Baptiſt ought to be received as the promi- 

grece- Wl led Elias. | 
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find Thar the {peaking of Perſons under the Names 
en us of others, whom they reſemble, is common to 
d by other Nations beſides the Fews, is too well 
Kind known to need Inſtances. 
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ND now having ſhewn that the Chriſtian 
A Religion has the Evidence of Miracle and 
Prophecy; that the Fews cannot conſiſtently, 
with a Belief of Moſes, reject Feſus as not being 
the Meſſiah, the Perſon he pretends to be; and 


ii. 25. having ſeen the Inſignificancy of the Objections 
commonly urged againſt him, 1 proceed to ſhew, 
Power | „ ; That 
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That the Jews are fo far from being able to 


prove Jeſus not the Meſiab, that on the con. 
trary, their own Books are Impoſture, if he j; 
not this Perſon. | 

I pals by all thoſe repeated Promiſes above pro- 
duced of a King and Kingdom, Deliverance, | 
Bleſſings, &c. which if not fulfilled in 76 
are yet unfulfilled, and conſequently are juſtly 
ſuſpected of never coming from God; and only 
inſiſt on the following ones. 

God in a particular Manner calls Abraham 


from his Kindred and his Countrey, and three 


Times ſolemnly aſſures him, That in him and 
his Seed all the Nations of the Earth ſhould be 
bleſſed. Now there is no Pretence that all the 
Nations of the Earth have been really bleſſed in 
Abraham, or in any Perſon deſcended from him, 
unleſs it be in Jeſus; and though we were to 
underſtand the Words according to the Senſe 
which ſome put on them, (which doubtleſs is 
not the obvious and literal one) that is, that A. 
braham ſhould be a Standard of Bleſſedneſs to 
Mankind, and People ſhould ſay when they blels, 


. Ged make you as Abraham, they are even in this 
Senſe unfulfilled; Abraham, or any of his De— 


ſcendents, having never been a Standard of 
Bleſſedneſs to any Nation, (unleſs perhaps a ſhort 
Time to the Jewiſh) much leſs to all; and the 
Seed of Abraham, but in the fourth or fifth Ge- 
neration from him, fell into Bondage and Slavery, 
recovered but ſhort-lived Proſperity, came again 
into Diſtreſs, and have continued many Ages in 
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This Promiſe is then yet unfulfilled, or fulfil- 


led in Feſus; if it is unfulfilled, then there is a 


Mark of Falſhood in the Jeriſb Religion, it 
being impoſſible for God to promiſe and not to 
erform in due Time. | 

If it be replied that this Promiſe is yet to be 


| fulfilled, and that a Thouſand Years with the 


Lord are as one Day; | anſwer, that though 4 
Thouſand Years with the Lord are as one Day, 
yet they are not ſo with Man; and that when 
the ſupreme Being condeſcends to communicate 
himſelf to Man, he muſt act with him according 
to his Nature, as well as his own; he cannot 
then give ſo ſolemn a Promiſe of ſuch a Nature 
to Abraham, and not fulbl it in above three thou- 
land Years, and beſides let the Seed of Abraham 
continue for many Generations in ſuch a diſtreſ- 
{ed and diſperſed Condition, that all Hopes and 


human Proſpect of its being ever fulfilled, ceaſes. 


If che Few yet tells us, That according to 
our Account of Things, this Promiſe was not 
fulfilled till near two thouſand Years after it was 
giyen, and that what might for wife and good 
Reaſons be deferr'd fo long, might for as wiſe 


and good ones be deferr'd longer; I again return, 


That though the promiſed Bleſſing was fo long 
deferr'd, yet by conſtant Revelations from God, 
the Proſpect of its being fulfilled increaſed, and 


God kept up the Hopes and Expectations of the 


Jews by other Prophecies, which pointed out 


the Time, Manner, and Circumſtances of this. 


Bleſſing ; he renew'd and confirm'd, it to them 
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| 1 Condition that is the Reverſe of Bleſiednefs. 
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by the Mouth of his Prophets. But now as ali 
Prophecy has ceaſed for above two thouſand 
Years, there is no Proſpect of its being ever ful. 
filled, and it ſtands as a Mark of Impoſture in the 
Jewiſh Religion, if Jęſus is not the Meſſiah. 

This is the plain and direct View, in which 


this Text is to be conſider d; and thoſe ſtrange- 
ly miſtake Things, who conſidering it ſimph, 


give it in Evidence of the Chriſtian Religion. 
Feſus muſt be firſt proved the Meſſiab, before 
we can apply the Bleſſedneſs; and thoſe who 
deny his being the Meſſial, deny the Bleſſedneß. 
Yer this Text affords a ſtrong Argument to the 


Few, that Fefus is the Meffiah; and as he can- 


not pretend that it is fulfilled in any Perſon if not 
in Feſus, he is driven to acknowledge, either 
that God promiſed and did not perform, or chat 
Feſus is the Mea. 

2aſhy, Jacob bleſſing his Sons, declares, that 
The Scepter b ſhall not depart from Judah, nr 
a Laugiver from between his Feet, until Shiloh 
come. Here then is a remarkable Perſon foretold 
to come into the World before a certain Period 
the Queſtion then is, whether the Perſon fore- 
told is the Meſiab, or forme other Perſon : But 
the Fews cannot poſſibly apply this Prophecy to 
any other Perſon; then it is yet unfulfilled, or 
fulfilled in Jeſus. If it is yet unfulfilled, then 
there is a Mark of Falſhood in the Jeriſb Reli- 
gion, the Period being manifeſtly paſt before 
which Jacob declared that this Perſon ſhould 
appear. © N | | 


d Gen. xlix. 10. 


340% 


Vas all 
duſand 
er ful. 
in the 
2 

which 
trange- 
1mply, 
eligion. 
before 
e who 
ledneß. 
to the 
1C can- 
n if not 
either 
or that 


es, that 
ah, nor 


] Shiloh 


foretold 
Per j0d ; 
MN fore- 
n: But 
hecy to 
led, or 
d, then 
b Reli- 
t before 
1 ſhould 


340% 


of the Chriſtian Religion, 133 


zaly, Moſes's Promiſe to the People, that God 
would ſend them 4 Prophet hhke unto himſelf, 
who ſhould. be in the Place of God, and fpeak 
the Words of his Mouth, & c. is fulfilled, or not 
fulhlled. If it is not fulfilled, there is another 
Mark of Falfhood in the Fewiſh Religion; if it 
s fulblled, chat it can be fulfilled in no other 
Perſon than Jeſus, is evident, from the Jewiſb 


Accounts of their own Prophets, none of whom 


were like unto Me/es, and from the direct Con- 
felon of one of them, Deut. xxxiv. 10, 11. And 
there aroſe uot a Prophet fince in Iſrael like unto 
r | 

4thly, All thoſe Promiſes to David of efia- 
bliſhing his © Throne for ever, letting his Seed re- 


main as long as the Sun and Moon endureth, &c. 
mult be fulfilled in Jeſus, or are Deluſion and 
Impoſture. Ten Tribes were rent from David 


inthe ſecond Generation after him, and all Go- 
vernment has been taken from his Family for a- 
bove theſe ſeventeen hundred Vears: Shall we 


then aſſert that God promiſed and did not per- 


form; or that theſe Promiſes may yet be fulfilled, 
notwithſtanding there has been ſo long an Inter- 
ruption to all Dominion in the Houſe of David? 
The Point is evident; either theſe Promiſes are 
Jewiſh Forgeries, or they are fulfilled in Fes. 

Indeed it ſeems as if God by taking ten Tribes 
from Rehoboam, purpoſely deſign'd to ſhew the 


People that it was not a temporal Kingdom which 


was to be eſtabliſhed in the Houſe of David, and 


that theſe Promiſes had another Signification. 
Palm lx x xix. 


And 


134 Enquiry into the Enuidence 
And if we conſider the laſt Words of the Son of 
Feſſe, we have Reaſon to think that he himſelf 
underſtood as much. 4 The Spirit of the Lord 
ſhake by me, and his Word was in my Tongue. 
The God of Iſrael ſaid, The Rock of Iſrael ſpake 
to me, he that ruleth over Men muſt be juſt, ru- 
ling in the Fear of God: And be ſhall be as the 
Light of the Morning, when the Sun riſeth, even 
a Morning without Clouds; as the tender Graji 
ſpringing out of the Earth by clear ſhining after 
Rain. Although my Houſe be not ſo with God, 
yet he hath made with me an everlaſting Cove. 
nant, ordered in all Things and ſure: For this 
is all my Salvation, and all my Defire, although 
he make it not to grp. 
5thly, The fifty-third Chapter of 1/atzah re- 
lates to the Meſſial, or it does not relate to him; 
if it does not relate to the Meſſiab, then the 
Few muſt ſhew to whom it does relate, and who 
that Perſon is that is ſo great, that Kings ſhut 
their Mouths at him, yet is led lie a Lamb to 
the Slaughter wounded for our Tranſgreſſions 
bears the Sins of many; makes Intercefion for 
Tranſgreſſors; ſees his Seed, and prolongs his 
Days, after his Soul is made an Offering for 
Sin; Let them ſhew who this Perſon is, if it be 
not the Meſiah. If they cannot do this, then 
there is another Mark of Falſhood in the Few:/ 
Religion, the Time for the Appearance of this 
Perſon being ſo limited by the Prophet Dane! 
(as will appear preſently) that he muſt be alrea- 
dy come, if Daniel is not an Impoſtor. For that 
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Iſaiah and Daniel both deſcribe the ſame Per- 
ſon, is evident from comparing the Characters 
given by each of them. 5 

6thly, The following remarkable Prophecy is 
fulfilled in Feſus, or the Perſon who delivered it 
is an Impoſtor. © Seventy Weeks are determin'd 
upon thy People, and upon thy holy City, to finiſh 
the Tranſgreſſion, and to make an End of Sins, 
and to make Reconciliation for Iniquity, and to 
bring in everlaſting Righteouſneſs, and to ſeal up 
the Viſion and Prophecy, and to anoint the moſt 
Holy, &c. And after threeſcore and two Weeks 


ſhall Meſſiah be cut off, but not for himſelf: 


And the People of the Prince that ſhall come, 


ſhall deſtroy the City, and the Sanctuary, and the 


End thereof ſhall be with a Flood, and unto the 
End of the War Deſolations are determined. 
Now this Prophecy cannot poſſibly be appli- 
ed to any Perſon who has yet appeared in the 
World unleſs it be Feſus: And though the Fews 
and ſome Perſons for them, would fain apply it 
to one of their own High-prieſts, yet it is impoſ- 
ible they ſhould do this, the Character of the 


Perſon, and Work he was to perform as finfh- 


ing Tranſgreſſion, making an End of Sins, bring- 
ing in everlaſting Righteouſneſs, ſealing up the 
Vion and Prophecy, &c. being no way appli- 
cable to any ſuch Perſon. 7 
If then this Prophecy cannot poſſibly be ap- 
plied to any Perſon who has yet appeared in 
the World unleſs to Feſus, then it is fulfilled in 
him, or is unfulfilled: But it cannot poſſibly ba 
Dan. ix. 24, & 26. e | > 
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136 LEnguiry mio the Eaidence 
unfulfilled, unleſs Daniel who delivered it, is an 
Impoſtor; becauſe according to him this Perſon 
was to appear before the Deſtruction of the Cizy 

and Sanctuary, and both theſe have been de. 

ſtroy'd ſeventeen. hundred Years. 

That this Prophecy is applicable ro Fe/as in 
all its Parts, is confeſs d by the Adverlarics of 
Chriſtianity, when they take Pains to ſhew that 
it. is a Chriſtian Forgery. 

Tf we conſider this Prophecy rightly, we ſhall 
not need to be critical in a Calculation of Da- 
mel's ſeventy Weeks; it is enough that it was to 
be fultilled before the Deſtruction of the Cz 
and Sanctuary: So chat theſe being deſtroy d, i 
muſt be fulfilled, or. Daniel, who delivered it, an 
— A ts 

The true End of this remarkable Prophecy 
(like the fifty-· third Chapter of 1/azab) ſeems to 
be, to take off Objections which might ariſe on 
Account of a ſuffering Meſſial, and to confirm 
and eſtabliſh the Weak . in, future Ages. Thus, 

As Abraham had been aſſured that in his Seed 
all the Families of ithe Earib ſhould be bleſſed; 
Moſes had told the People that God would raise 
them up a Prophet from .amidſt their Brethren, 
who would (peak to. them the Words of God, and 
to whom they ſhould hearben; and Nathan, 1jai- 
ah, Feremiah, and other Prophets, promiſed 
that the Throne of .David./bould be gftabliſbed fir 
ever; that a King ſhould rule in Righteouſne)s 

&c. and were full:of Deſcriptions of this King 
and Kingdom, leſt the Fews might from hence 
conceive Hopes of a temporal Prince and cart 
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of the Chriſtian Religion. 137 
y Proſperity and Grandeur, God kindly guard- 


ed them againſt ſo dangerous a Miſtake, and let 


them know by his Prophet T/arah, that the 
Prince who was to be their Deliverer, was to 
have no outward Form or Comelineſs, but to be 
a Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with Grief), 
that the Evil he was to deliver them from, was 
their Sins; and that the Manner in which he 
was to do it, was by Wounds, Sufferings, Stripes, 
Death; and again, he by Daniel confirms this, 
perhaps unacceprable, Truth, and fixes a Period, 
namely, the Deſtruction of their City and Sanc- 
tuary, before which, he aſſures them their Prince 
ſhould be thus treated and cut off. | 

7thly, The Time is fo limited for the fulfil- 
ling another remarkable. Prophecy, that it muſt 
be fulfilled, or the Perſon who delivered it an 
Impoſtor, f The Lord whom ye ſeek, ſhall ſud- 
denly come to his Temple: Even the Meſſenger of 
the Covenant, whom ye delight in: Behold, he 
ſhall come, faith the Lord of Hoſts. 

Now there is no Pretence, nor can be any, 
that this Text is fulfilled, if not in Feſws (in his 
being the Meſſiab, and in Perſon in the Temple) 
and if it is not fulfilled, then neither can it ever 
be; the Temple being deſtroyed. And if it 
neither is, nor can be fulfilled, unleſs Jeſus is the 
Meſtab, then it is either fulfilled in him, or is 
Deluſion and Impoſture. 

So again, thoſe other Textss, I will ſhake all 
Nuttons, and the Deſire of all Nations ſball 
come, and T will fill this Houſe with Glory, faith 

f Malachi it. I. s Hag. ii. 7, 9. * 
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138 Enguiry into the Evidence 
the Lord of Hoſts. The Glory of this latter 
Houſe ſhall be greater than of the former, ſaith 
the Lord of Hoſts, can in no Senſe be true, ac- 
cording to the beſt Accounts of both Temple, 
if FJeſus is not the Meſſiah. 
Again, laſtly, There are ſeveral Prophecies 
concerning the Calling of the Gentiles, which 
are yet untulflled, or fulfilled by calling of them 
ro the Chriſtian Religion. If they are yer un- 
fulfilled; then we cannot reconcile with the Wi. 
dom and Juſtice of God his ſuftcring ſo remark- 
able and amazing a Converſion of Gentiles to a 
falſe Religion, which was a dire& Way to draw 
the Jets into Error by an Application of this 
Event to their Prophecies; if they are fulkilled, 
that they can only be fulfilled in the Converſion 
of the Gentiles to Chriſtianity, is evident. 
Now if one remarkable Text ſtanding for 
many Ages unfulfilled, raiſes Suſpicion of Fal- 
hood, ſeveral Texts doing ſo, and ſome of them 
ſuch as now never can be fulfilled; are evident 
Proofs of it. i | 
We can have no greater Certainty of a Re- 
vclation than we have, that God cannot deceive; 
that he will not require our Aſſent to his Wil 
without giving us ſufficient Evidence that it is 
ſuch; that he will deal with us according to our 
Nature, &c. He cannot then promiſe ro Abra- 
ham, that in his Seed all the Families of tit 
Earth ſhould be bleſſed, and yet defer this B- 
fednefs above three thouſand Years; to Meſs, 
that he would raiſe up a Prophet like unto hin. 
ſelf, «ba ſhould ſpeak the Words of God, yet 
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never ſend any ſuch Perſon; ro David, to efta- 
bliſh his Throne for ever, yet immediately rend 
ten Tribes from him, and let his Seed be ſcat- 
tered ſeventeen hundred Years together over the 
Face of the Earth; to come ſuddenly to his Tem- 
ple, and fill it with Glory, yet let the Temple 
be deſtroyed ſo that tis impoſſible he ſhould do 
this; to make an End of Sins, to make Reconci- 
liation for Iniquity, and to bring in everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs, and to ſeal up the Viſion and Pro- 
phecy, yet never ſend any Perſon on ſuch an Er- 
rand. ' Theſe are direct Impoſſibilities; and I 
muſt conclude, according to my Propoſition, 
That the Few:/h Religion is Impoſture, if Feſus 
is not the Meſſiab. | 
It is remarkable, and worth obſerving, that 
the Evidence to a Few of Jeſus's being the 
Meffiab, increas d with the Difficulties which a- 
role againſt ir; and that every Circumſtance was 
guarded, which might be an Occaſion of ſtum- 
bling to them. This ſeems to be the Wiſdom 
of God. | | 
Thus, When FJeſus appear'd and preached 
the true God; gave the molt perfect Syſtem of 
Morality, and work'd Miracles; he ought to have 
been received as a Teacher fram God, on ac- 
count of his Miracles, ana allo as the Prophet 
foretold by Moſes. And accordingly, as has 
been abſerved, he expects their Conviction upon 
this Evidence, Believe me for the very Works 
Sake, &c. V had not done among you the 
Works which no other Man did, &c. And a- 


gain, when John ſent two of his Diſciples ro 
Kg | : | ask 


1 2 
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ask him, h Art thou he that ſhould come, or d 
we look for another? He only anſwers by re- 
counting his Works, Go and ſbew John, lays he, 
thoſe Things which ye do hear and ſee; The 
Blind receive their Sight, and the Lame walk, 
the Lepers are cleanſed, and the Deaf bear, th: 
Dead are raiſed up, and the Poor have the Gi/- 
pel preached to them. And bleſſed is be whejo- 
ever fhall not be offended in me. (The Num- 
ber and Nature of my Works, my Miracles, 
are full Evidence that I am the promiſed Pro- 
phet, and bleſſed is he, who nor prejudiced by 
worldly Views, can receive this Evidence, aud 
be my Diſciple.) 

Here then, the Works of Jeſus, his Miracles, 
were full Evidence that he was the Prophet Mo. 
fes foretold, and the promiſed Meſiab. But 
when he came to ſuffer, then had the Fews a 
Stumbling- block, owing to their own Prejudices 
and worldly Attachments Now was the Hour 
come, when blefſed was he who was not offended 
at a ſuffering Meſſiah. Now was it Time for 
the Jeu again to look into their Books to which 
Jeſus over and over kindly refers them. Here 
Jſaiab, Daniel, and Zachary, (er them right by 
telling them, that the Mefiiah was to be a Man 
of Sorrows, and acquainted with Grief, that 
he Was to pour out his Soul to Death; that after 
threeſcore and two Weeks he ſhould be cut if, 
but not for himſelf; and that the Sword ſhould 
awake againſt a Man that was Fellow to the Lord 
of Hoſts. TI nd 3 


b Matt. xi. 3, 4. 
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Again, 


of the Chriſizan Religion. 14x 
Again, When Perſecution aroſe, which was 
another Bar to Fleſh and Blood, then were thaſe 
remarkable Prophecies concerning the calling of 
che Gentiles, fulfilled, and fulfilled under this 
extraordinary diſadyantageous Circumſtance, that 
the Converſion was to a perſecuted Church. 
When the City and 1 emple were deftroy'd, 
then had the Jews Demonſtration that the Me, 


ſab was come, or that Daniel, who told them 


that the Meſſiab ſhould be cut off before this Pe- 
riod; and 
miled that the Lord ſhould come ſuddenly to his 
Temple, and that the Glory of the ſecond Houſe 
ſhould be greater than that of the former, were 
Impoſtors. : 

And at this Day the diſperſed and diſtreſſed 
Condition of the Fews, as well as their unful- 
filled Prophecies, is an Evidence againſt them. 

Though it is not neceſſary that God, after he 
has once revealed himſelf, ſhould give freſh Evi- 
dences to his Revelation in different Ages, yer 
tis neceſſary that he do not miſlead and give 
Grounds for Hope of Deliverance, yet not let 
this Deliverance ever arrive; and further let an 
Impoſtor ariſe to whom the Characters of the 
promiſed, and expected Perſon, are ſo ſuitable, 


that by that Means he draws Multirudes into 
Error, In this Caſe the People favour'd with a 


Revelation, are in a worſe Condition than all o- 
thers, one Part of them being deceived by an 


Impoſtor, the other left ro languiſh in fruitleſs 


Hopes and Expectations. 


4 But, if che Feile Religion advances Incon- 


ſiſtencies 


alachi and Haggai who had pro- 
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142 Enguiry into the Evidence 


ſiſtencies and Impoſlibilities, if Feſus is not the 
Meſſiah; on the contrary, change the Proſpect, 


| and, if he is this Perſon, the whole of it is rati- 


onal and conſiſtent. 

In the firſt Place, it is rational to expect that 
the Mefjah,a Perſon who was to ſpeak the Word; 
F God, to be hearken'd to in all Things, and 
to be the Author of a new Diſpenſation, ſhould 
be foretold by the Few!/b. Prophets, particular- 
ly by Moſes, this being a connecting Evidence, 


an Evidence that the Author of the firſt was the 


Author of the ſecond Diſpenſation; that the ve- 
ry God who brought the People out of Egypt, 
and gave them their Law, allo ſent them that 
Perſon who abolithed it. And as it is rational 
to expect that the Męſſiah ſhould be foretold in 
the Fewiſh Scriptures, ſo in Jeſus we find a 
Concurrence of all the prophetical Characters 
of the Meſſiab; he is truly the Bleſſing promiſed 
ro Abraham, and in the Saviour of the World 
all the Families of the Earth are bleſſed; the 
Prophet Moſes deſcribes, He delivered a Doctrine 
worthy of God, and ſpake in his Name, and the 
Thing which be ſpake followed and came to paſs; 


he had the divine Arteſtation chat (according to 


his own Declaration) he did not ſpeak of himſelf, 
but i whatever the Father commanded, that he 
ſpake; he is the King promiſed to David, 1/ai- 
ab, and Daniel; in his divine Nature truly reigns 
bver the Houſe of Iſrael for ever; does not judge 
after the Sight of his Eyes, neither reprove after 
the Hearing of bis Ears, but with Righteouſnejs 
{ot eee EI 0 Res IG 

a judge 
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jadge the Poor, and reprove with Equity; and 

10t the his Kingdom is ſuch as ſhall not paſs away, nor 

rolpe, be left to other Hands, but ſhall ſtand for ever; 

is rati- he is the Man of Sufterings, 1/azah, Daniel, and | 
Zachary deſcribes; he is born of the Tribe, Fa- 


& that mily, and in the Town foretold; he appeared at 
Mords the promiſed, and what's more, at the expected 
7s, and Time: When therefore all Things concur, when 
ſhould Miracle, Prophecy, and prophetical Characters 
ticular- all meet in Jeſus, where is the Ground for Infi- 


idence, delity> Why is not Jeſus acknowledged the 
was the Meffiab of the Fews? ' . | 
the ve⸗ One Thing we muſt obſerve, and that is, that 
Egypt, in a Diſpute betwixt a Few and a Chriſtian who 
m that both acknowledge the Divinity of the Old Te- 
rational ſtament, the Chriſtian Evidence, the Evidence 
etold in that Jeſus is the Meſſiab, increaſes with Time, 
find a and conſequently the Jewiſh Cauſe grows every 


aracters Day worſe and worſe. And as by the Confeſ- 
romiſed W fion of the Jets, their Prophecies are unfulfil- 
World led, if not fulfilled in Jeſus, they have every 
ed; the Day more Reaſon than other to believe they are 
Doctrine fulfilled in him, or are Impoſture. | 
and the On the other Hand, every independent Ar- 
vo paſs, gument for the Divinity of the Jewiſh Religion, 
rding to is a Proof of Chriſtianity. ö 
himſelf, As to the Deiſt, the Evidence to him that Je- 
that he ſus is the Meffiah, the Perſon he pretended to be, 
id, Ijai- in ſhort is this; Feſus appears and teaches a 
ly re1gns Doctrine worthy of God, and worked Miracles 
of judge to confirm his divine Miſſion. Whilſt then Je- 
we after ſus's Miracles are not invalidated, he has a Right 
Tecuſiiſ to be receiv d as a Perſon (ent from God. Bur 
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Enquiry into the Evidence 
he alſo pretends to fulfil Prophecies, and to be 
Tpoken of in a certain Book, he muſt then fulk| 
Prophecies, and be ſpoken of in this Book. By 
this Book then, which he appeals to, he mui} 

be try'd; and if it appears that he makes an im- 
poſſible Claim, he is to be rejected. But no ſoon- 
er is this examin'd, but we find that he does not 
make an impoſſible Claim; on the contrary, ſuch 
a Perſon, as he appears to be, is exactly deſcri- 
bed and foretold in this Book. And further we 
find that he has the higheſt Evidence of Pro- 
A 

If any Doubt yet remains concerning the 
Meaning of certain Texts, it muſt be remembred 
that a poſſible Senſe ſupported by Miracle and 
Prophecy, ought to be received before any other 
whatſoever. gut 


CONCLUSION. 
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Iltherto we have conſidered ſeveral Appli- 
cations made by Jeſus and his Apoſtles, 
as not vacating the Evidence of Miracle and 
Prophecy : We now proceed to look on them in 
another View, and to examine how far they may 
be reckoned to give Evidence, and be judged ra- 
tional Parts of a great Deſign. | 
And Fir, Though theſe Characters and Cit- 
curnſtances might not ſingly be ſufficient to prove 
a Revelation, yet join'd with Miracle and Pro- 
phecy, they give additional Evidence, and form 
athreefold Cord not to be broken. 
Miracle alone was ſufficient Evidence that 05 
fut 
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ſus was ſent by God; his fulfilling Prophecies 
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proved him to be the Męſiab of the Feus; and 
the prophetical Characters and Circumſtances 
come in as it were over and above, to guard a- 
gainſt thoſe Prejudices and unreaſonable Doubts 
of Mankind, which might poſſibly ariſe at the 
Manner of his Appearance and Sufferings. And 
ſurely, it is not only probable that the CHriſtian 
Religion is a divine Revelation, which would be 


ſufficient to determine every rational Enquirer to 


embrace it; but it is no leſs than Demonſtration, 


that Miracles, clear and expreſs Prophecies, and 


a Number of prophetical Characters, and Cir- 
cumſtances, cannot meet in an Impoſtor. 


2dly, As ſome of the prophetical Characters 


and Deſcriptions of the Męſſiab might be given 


to remove Offences, which might ariſe from his 


mean Appearance and Sufferings; ſo might o- 
thers which deſcribe his Grandeur, Offices, and 
Kingdom, be delivered wholly for the Sake of 


that Generation to which they were given, to 


keep up the Hopes and Expectations of the 


People, and make them have a conſtant Eye to 


this great Deliverer. | 

3dly, If Feſus be the Perſon he pretends to 
be, the Deliverer of us from our Sins, then the 
Digniry of his Perſon, and Importance of his 
Errand, make it reaſonable to expect that the 


Prophets who lived before him ſhould be full of 
Characters and Deſcriptions of him; and thele 
Characters and Deſcriptions may teach us in what 


Manner we ſhould receive and honour him. 


4thly, As the making the Ceremonies and Sa- 


U crifices, 
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146 Enquiry into the Evidence 


erifices under the Few!/b Law reſemble the 8a. 


crifice by Feſus, was a proper Mode of Worſhip 


for God to inſtitute, becauſe in theſe was the 
Death of Jeſus the great Sacrifice conſtantly 


ſhewed forth; fo was it reaſonable God ſhould 


make the firſt Diſpenſation a Pattern of the ſe- 


cond, that the Jews might be inclined to part 
with the firſt, give the Shadow for the Subſtance, 
when the perfect Diſpenſation ſhould arrive. 

_ This is one View of the Author to the He. 
brews in his ſhewing a Reſemblance betwixt the 


Law and the Goſpel; and they ſtrangely miſ- | 


take Things, who ſay that this Author is proving 
Chriſtianity by typical Arguments. He is ſo far 
from attempting to prove Chriſtianity at that 
Time, that he declares he will not do it, that 
leaving the k Principles of the Doctrine of Chriſt, 
be will go on to Perfection. And he gives a Rea- 
fon why he will not do it, namely, becauſe he 
look d on it as an impoſſible Work fo renew again 
by | Repentance, thoſe who had once been enligbt. 
ened and were fallen oft; he could not hope to 


offer new Arguments which might convince ſuch 


Apoſtates. Writing then as ro Believers, he 
goes on to ſet before them the Difference be- 
rwixt the Law and the Goſpel; the Inperfection 
of the one, and the Perfedtion of the other: He 


 ſhews them how unable the Law was to do what 


they wanted of it, tale m away Sins, but that 
in che Diſpenſation by Feſtus, their n Sius end 
Iniguities would be remembred no more. T hat the 


K Heb. vi. 1, &c. 


| Heb. vi. 4, 5, 6, &c- 
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o Law could make nothing perfect, but thebring- 

ing in of à better Hope did; that under the firſt 
lſpenſation, the High-prieft, p who offered for 

the Sins of others, himſelf wanted a Sacrifice 

that under the ſecond, we had @ 9 High-prieſt 
ho was Holy, barmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate from 
inners, who after be had once offered one Sacri- 
e for Sins, for ever ſat down on the Rig 


+. 


Hand of God; that the Diſpenſation by Moſes 
was only a Pattern, Example, Shadow, Figure 
of the Diſpenſation by Feſus. From the Imper- 
Gion then of this Diſpenſation, this fir Co- 
venant, as he calls it; from its being unable to 
tale away Sins; its being only a Shadow, Pat. 
tern, Figure of the ſecond; as well as from God's 
Promiſe to the Fews to give them à new r Cove. 
nant, this Author proves that God never inten- 

| that it ſhould remain always, but that as it 
grew old, it ſhould vaniſh away, that there ſhould 
be a * diſannulling of the Commandment going 
before, for the Weakneſs and Unprofitableneſs 

reg; and that the Prieſthood being * changed, 

re was of Neceſſity a Change alſo of the Law. 

5thly, It ſome Events under the firſt Diſpen- 
lation were made to reſemble others under the ſe- 
cond, it was of great Uſe to the Jeus to recon- 
ce them to Difficulties under this laſt, and was 
atraining of them up to believe the Myſteries of 
the Goſpel. e | 

Thus, if they ſhould make a Difficulty of be- 


» Heb. vii 19. P Heb. vii. 27. 4 Heb. vii. 26. x. 12, &c. 
7 Heb viii. 6, 7, &c. to the End of the Chapter. 
++ Heb. vii. 18. © Heb. vii. 12. 
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Ace 
lieving that Feſus bore their Sins on the Croſſ 
this Difficulty would rationally be removed whe 
they remembred that the Scape-Goat bore thei 
Sins into the Wilderneſs. If they ſhould objet 
to the Poſſibility of Feſus's Reſurrection afte 
lying in the Grave three Days, they might *: 
member that Jonas was delivered from the Bell 
of the Whale after lying there an equal Time 
It they doubted of Salvation by looking to a ct 

cified Saviour, Moſes would put them in min 
that the T/raelites were healed of bodily Diſe- 
ſes by looking on the Serpent. Thus could nd 
the Jews rationally object to the ſecond Diſpe 
ſation, on account of any Difficulties it contai 
ed; when they were uſed to believe equal Diff 
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To conclude, If God was pleaſed to giy 
igns of Deliverances and Bleſſings under t 
rſt Diſpenſation which reſembled others und 

the ſecond, which pointed to the great Deliver 
Feſus; he by this lets us ſee the Inſignificancy. 
temporal Felicity conſider d abſtractedly and b 
it ſelf, and that there is but one Deliverance « 
Importance to Mankind, the Deliverance by 
J HP 5 es 3247 > 
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